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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


'ASH=SHA'B' URGES ARABS OSTRACIZE CAMP DAVID SUPPORTERS 


LD291227 Algiers ASH-SHA'B in Arabic 26 Jan 81 p 1 
{[Editorial: “The Practical Approach") 


[Excerpts] Foremost among the issues put before the Third Islamic Summit, which 
has opened ite meetings in Mecca, are the situation in the Middle East in general 
and in Palestine and Jerusalem in particular, the solidarity and cooperation of 
the Islamic world in the economic, cultural, and in‘ormation and other fields, 
and the Islamic world's relations with the outside world and its role in and 
iufluence and effect on the course of international life. 


With regard to the Middle East problem it is no longer sufficient to issue resolu- 
tions and statements reaffirming the Islamic world's rejection of Camp David 
accords. 


Because of the grave harm it did to the Palestinian people's national rights and 
right to self-determination and to the possibilities of a comprehensive and just 
peace in the Middle East, it is no longer enough to reject and denounce the Camp 
David deal. Rather it has become inevitable that it should be resisted firmly, 
decisively and with all the means available to the Islamic world, which are many 
and which are capable of bringing about the complete and final downfall of the 
Camp David accords and removing their hareful effects on the Palestinian people's 
rights and on the possibilities of peace in the area. 


The practical approach to the final downfall of Camp David is to be found in 
determining the relations between the Islamic countries and any other country on 
the basis of the latter's attitude to Camp Daivd. Anybody who tries to let the 
Camp David agreements pass, to save them from failure or to defend them on the 
pretext of any initiative should be considered an enemy of peace in the area and 
should be treated accordingly. 


This clear and firm stand toward all parties that deal positively with the Camp 
David deal should in consequence lead us to an even stronger and gore effective 
stand: All the Islamic countries should collectively support the Palestinian 
people's liberation struggle not with statements and resolutions, as has been the 
case so far, but by the necessary and required practical and substantial support 
in the various political, military, financial and diplomatic fields. The Islamic 
countries’ relations should collectively determine their relations with any other 
country on the basis of its actual--and not verbal--attitude to the Palestinian 








people's right to self-determination and to establish an independent state uf 
their own, In the battle with the Zionist enemy and with all those who support 
it, all the weapons that the (tslamic world possesses should be used earnestly and 
effectively. This is the practical approach to liberating Palestine and Jerusalem 
from the fascist Zionist occupation and saving the Palestinian people from the 
sufferings of dispersal and gradual annihilation. 


The practical and sound approach to building a strong, solid and firm Ielamic 
solidarity that would take on the tasks of liberation and the desired comprehen- 
sive development requires first and foremost putting a final end to the political, 
ideological and national contlictse that ate violently shaking the Islamic world 
entity and which have contributed to weakening its positions in all aspects of 
life and have encouraged and whetted the appetite of all those who have designs 


against the Islamic world, which has become paralyzed and unable even to defend 
itself. 


CSO: 46402 

















INTER-ARKAB AFPALRS 


PATAH OFFICIAL COMMENTS ON PALESTINIAN PASSPORT ISSUE 
LD231069 Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 18 Jan 81 pp 1, 5 


[Part one of an interview given to AL-WATAN by Fatah Central Committee member 
Salah Khalaf in Kuwait--date not given) 


[Excerpt] AL-WATAN: What about the draft decision to have travel documents 
iseved to the Palestinians—-the draft decision you spoke about last year? 


Abu Iyad [Salah Khalaf]: Regrettably, this draft decision has been rejected. 
They [presumably the Arab states) have refused to have the Arab League grant us 
passports. They have also refused to have the Arab states grant us passports. 
They have even refused to have the PLO grant us temporary passports. The Arab 
interior ministers’ conference has issued a general recommendation stipulating 
that the Arab states hosting Palestinians must make their own arrangements to 
manage the affairs of the Palestinians. Regrettably, some are blaming us for 
acquiring forged passports. I now declare through the newspaper AL-WATAN that 
we are buying forged foreign passports and whoever wishes to catch us with them 
let him try. Let him try for he will not be able to. 


CSO: 4802 
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JORDANLAN=SYRLAN INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS THRIVING DESPITE TENSION 


London 8 DAYS in English 17 Jan 81 p 40 


[Article by Rosalind Carne] 
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INTER“ARAB AFFAIRS 


MANILA GOVERNMENT SEEKS TO REGULATE LABOR FLOW TO MIDDLE EAST 


London 8 DAYS in English 17 Jan 81 pp 38, 39 


[Article »y John Stokes] 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


BALEFS 


REPETITION OF CALL--At a press conference held recently in the liberated Saharan 
territories, Mr Bachir Mustafa as-Sayyid, deputy secretary general of the Polisario 
Front, reiterated the front's call for Me~occo to enter into direct negotiations 
with the Polisario Front in order to fulfill the resolutions of the international 
organizations on establishing the national rights of the Saharan © ‘e, After 
referring to the defeats inflicted on the Moroccan Army and the apo. \bility of 
Morocco achieving anything in the Saharan conflict, the Saharan ‘ficial said the 
best way to halp Morocco is to enter into negotiations with the svio Front. 
Mr Mustafa as-Sayyid said (?there are resolutions calling for) negotiations with 
Morocco either in an African or a UN context. [Text] [LD290036 Alg’ers Domestic 
Service in Arabic 0001 GMT 29 Jan 81] 


W. BANK ON HUSAYN INITIATIVE--King Husayn is torpedoing the PLO in the 
occupied territories. This was how Arab public figures in Judaea and 
Samaria reacted to the Jordanian ruler's statement at the closing session 
of the Islamic conference in Saudi Arabia yesterday. They also noted that 
Yasir ‘Arafat was aware of the truth. The feeling of hostility increased 
following statements made recently by King Husayn that the PLO was the 

sole representative of the Palestinians and the sole authority for the 
developments in the occupied territories. It has also been learned that 
prior to the return of the mayors of Ramallah and Nabulus to the West Bank 
a report had been sent to the PLO on what Arab public figures term "the 
increasing involvement of King Husayn in the area." These figures noted 
that this involvement was expressed in his efforts to approach various local 
and public leaders through a means used during the period of Jordanian rule, 
that is by extending financial aid as salary increases and other camouflaged 
methods. According to the Arab figures, King Husayn has recently made many 
declarations in favor of the Palestinian right for self-determination and 
independent leadership. These declarations have upset them in the wake of 
the activities in the area. [Text] [TA300919 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 

% Jan 81 p 2) 














ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


NATIONALIST ORGANIZATIONS, LANGUAGE OBEN AS BARRIMA TO ISLAMIC UNITY 
Riyadh AL-RIVADH in Arabic 31 Aug 80 p 9 
|Article: “lelamic Organisations Adopt the laprint of Nationalien”) 


(Text) And Allah, may He be praised and exalted, says: “Oh people! We created 

you male and female and ade you into tribes and nations in order that you should 
know that the one who is most honored by Allah is the one who is the most pious. 

The Lord ie all-knowing and wise.” Verse 130 from the Sura of the Stones. 


The meaning of the verse is clear...people were not made into nations and tribes 

in order to fight and boast and then kill each other...but rather their difference 
is eo they could get to know each other and help each other in reverence and piety. 
And no matter how various their nations and cultures are, they are in reality of 
one group, and it is necessary that there be love between them under one banner~-- 
the banner of the True Religion. And the True Religion today~--following the message 
that descended upon the Prophet Muhammad (May God bless him and grant hie salva- 
tion)=--is islam. 


in spite of thie basic principle, we often find some Islamic organizations adopting 
4 nationalist character--these being Islamic-Iranian ones, Islamic-Urdic, or 
islamic-Arab--with a clear call to nationalism or a hidden call which is obvious 

in their activities. 


it seems that thie tendency has deep roote, and that the great majority of islamic 
associations in the non-Islamic countries have arisen owing to the efforts of 
groupe which basically belong to 4 epecific people, generally bound together by a4 
common culture, whether thie group be among those who settled the new country or 
those who came to the country for etudy or temporary residence. 


It ie clear that language has always been behind these nationalist Islamic groups 
and that the plurality of languages is, in fact, among the greatest obstacles in 
the way of communication and friendship among people, and is only eliminated by 

4 strong and real desire to learn one common language which would facilitate com- 
munication. It would seem, at first, that the solution is simple and within easy 
arasp of immigrants and strangers in foreign countries vhere--for example--an Arab 
and 4 Pakistani live together, a6 in the United States or France or Italy, where 
they have to interact in English or French or Italian. But the anewer, actually, 
is mot that easy, and there is always the newcomer who only knows the language of 
his own country. 














in spite of the difficulty of the problem, Muslims of members of these organiza- 
tions Must not be swept along in these nationalist currents: according to the 
islamic principle which specifically ealle for human and Islamic brotherhood, they 
should therefore come closer together because true nationalism gust be Islamic 
fationaliam=-and not that of language, geography, or politics, The firet one to 
be blamed for championing the link of language over religion is the Arab @uslia, 
for Allah chose the Arab language for the Qur'an which is the basic source of 
islamic instruction and islamic way of life. Some of the ritual observances can 
not be completed without reading Qur'anic verses in the Arabic language=-like 
prayer, which ie the mainstay of the faith. If it is possible to get along with 
any lelamic nationalist group, this tolerance, | believe, should not include Arab=- 
Islamic organigations especially those which do not openly declare their Arab but 
only their lelamic affiliation. The first task for propagating the True Faith 
falle on the Muslim who speaks Arabic and who bears the primary responsibility of 
making the True Faith easier to understand for those who do not speak the language. 


it has greatly distressed me to see Islamic organizations, which are in fact, 
Arab Itelamic organizations where religious studies are conducted solely in Arabic. 
And not only the two sermons on Friday but all activities, despite the fact that 
these groups are located in America or Italy or France where some of the membere 
are not Arab and who do not understand Arabic. 


i spoke with some of these non-Arab Muslias, and | sensed a feeling of deep anguish 
and isolation on their part especially that they are forced to perform the rites of 
their religion in organizations who ignore their presence except to send them a few 
publications--if even this. 


One of them told me that he had attended two study sessions at one of these groups 
but that he had stopped going and had disassociated himself from it except to 
attend the Friday prayers and sermon, because he was not getting anything out of 
it sinee it was conducted in Arabic, and since there was no oral or written trane- 
lation provided either before or after the prayers. 


Someone else, who had recentiy converted to islam, mentioned to ge that he wanted 
to leatn--at least=--how to read some of the Qur'anic verses correctly, but that no 
one turned to help his. He, nevertheless, struggled to learn it on his own, but 
he was struggling with the feeling of bitterness in not being able to drink from 
the basic source of Islamic guidance. And this feeling was getting worse when 
adequate learning toole are not available and an exact translation of the meaning 
of the Holy Qur'an or writings of the Traditions in his language. 


| ask again what would happen if the Arab Muslia brothers in one group would each 
contribute one hour 4 week in order to teach Qur’anic recitation--even if it is 
only adequate--or to give lessons in Arabic or religion. 


if only seven members offered one hour 4 week then 4 group could hold 4 daily study. 





The problem gets more complicated and has a gore deleterious effect when the 
immigrants are members of 4 nationalist Islamic group since the Muslia nationals 
ate the ones who are neglected in the group. A situation like this inevitably 
will have serious effects which will hare both Muslias and islam since these 











Muslims will believe that islam champions one ethnic group over another, and in 
the case of an Arab Islamic group, they will believe that Islam is the religion of 
the Arabe=-no matter how perfect their faith==«they are members of the Islamic 
nation and Ielamic entity. This will certainly lead to negative results which 
will not serve the cause of lelam but rather will inflict upon it reverses--a situ- 
ation which we want to avoid, 


| only mean, by way of citing thie phenomenon of some Islamic groups abroad, to 
give the reader a realistic idea of the situation=--and not to discourage the 
enthusiastic backing of these groups. We, who ask perfection in Islamic activities 
and those responsible for them, are perhaps demanding the impossible, fut in that 
we are closer to the pilgrim who enters upon the pilgrimage for the firet time and 
who runs emack into the hareh reality of those living in the two holy centers as 4 
people like all people=-sinners both good and bad sometimes right and other times 
wrong, some are good and some are bad, and who suffers a disappointment which 
leaves a deep wound in hie faith. 


We must realize that these organizations are led by human beings of the likes of 
Cain and Abel, but that should not keep us from self-assurance and the proffering 
of requisite epiritual as well as material aid. The honored Hadith says: “As for 
he who builds a mosque for Allah--Allah will build him a house in heaven.” 


8616 
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SOVIETS USING NAPALM, POISON GAS IN APGHANISTAN 
Offenburg BUNTE in German 11 Dec 80 pp 4, 41 
[Article: “The Yellow Poleon of the Red Aray"] 


[Text] A year ago the Russians invaded Afghanistan. For 5 weeks 
our correspondent Bernd de Bruin has now been roaming the theater 
of war in the Hindu Kush. In the process he noted that the 
Soviets were using the banned weapons of napale and poison gas. 


The men in Afghanistan's traditional peasant garb, complete with turban, were facing 
a4 horrible sight=-the twisted corpses of women, children and old men, with hands, 
arms and faces charted. The bodies were lying in front of the hute, on the square 
and in the narrow lanes of the remote emall village of Kharbagh Safar in the south- 
west of the Hindu Kueh. “Napale,” the leader of the Afghan rebele confirmed with a 
nod. “You refused to believe it,” shouted the sember of the sojahedin (that is 
what the rebele in Afghanistan call themselves) beside himself with fury; “here is 
your proof. The Russians are bombing our villages with banned weapons.” 


And now the Muslim does something unusual. He calls on Dutch correspondent Bernd 
de Bruin to take 4 picture of one of the bodies--despite the fact that the Koran 
prohibite pictures of the dead. "We want to prove to the world at long lest with 
what inhuman means the Russians want to exterminate us," he says. Show these photos 
in the Weet; they are the beet proof of the crimes of the Red Arey against our 


people.” 


De Bruin observed and photographed the attack on an Afghan village from 4 safe 
distance. Five MIL-24 helicopters, flying one behind the other, dropped bombs 
which enveloped the village in yellowish emoke. Then they fired aiseiles which 
left dense black emoke behind. 


"These are the new tactice of the Russians,” one of the sojahedin explained; “firet 
they drop poison gas, and then they try to delete the traces with sapals.” 


Not until 5 houre after the attacks did the fighters dare go into the village. 
There were still traces of the poison gas in the air, for a short time later Bernd 
de Bruin too found his hands and face to be itching. Then blisters formed, and for 
days the correspondent's face was evollen. 








On the basis of these symptoms and the photos of Seviet bombs he brought, NATO 
experts suspect the poison to be one of the moat horrible weapons of present 
times==fluechlorine formoxide, a gas paralysing the nerves, attacking the blood 
and leading to suffocation, Definitive proof is etill lacking, however, since so 
far it hae not been possible to conduct any autospeltes. 


The Russians have yet other horror weapons in their arsenal. ‘Something new, for 
example, ia the use of bombe which on impact spread thousands of needlelike sharp 
arrows over an atea of hundreds of meters. These arrows cause huge wounde~-similar 

to the metal splinters of the projectiles used by the GDR on the sonal border. And 
the correspondent got to know about yet another terror weapon, Low-flying helicopters 
drop emall explosives in plastic covers. They are wines of the size of a pocket 

comb with emall glider wings. They explode on being touched. The victimes generally 
are children. 


Often all that the poorly equipped freedom fighters have on hand to oppose these 
attacks is their antiquated gugzle loaders. They have difficulties handling con- 
quered heavy arms. Besides, ammunition is scarce in the Hindu Kush. Often the 
mojahedin even forgo firing on the attacking helicoptere=--because they want to save 
cartridges. If they deo force a lLow-flying craft to make an emergency landing, the 
Russian pilote destroy it completely, ae if they had secret equipment on board. 
Sometimes the pilots even commit suicide, for they know that the gojahedin do not 
take any prisoners. 


[Toward the end of the article, the following sentence is displayed in bold type: 
“It ie incomprehensible of what devilieh inventions people are capable--in order to 
exterminate other people.” | 


PHOTO CAPTIONS 
l. p WM. A Soviet helicopter circles over ite target area, a village in 


Afghanistan. The bombs it has dropped leave a pale yellow smoke. 
in the village no one survives. 


2, pw. Death by napalm, one of the most horrible weapons in existence. 
This man burned up in a matter of seconds. 

1. p Si. A wounded man is being treated in the rebels’ military hospital. 
He is a victia of eplinter bowbs. 

4. p 41. Afghan freedom fighters have captured a Russian tank. They do not 
kp ow how to handle it, however. 

5. p 41. These bombs are to be examined for traces of poison. 
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APGHANISTAN 


KARMAL APPEALS FOR POLITICAL SOLUTION TO CRISIS 
Oslo FRINETEN in Norwegian 27 Nov 80 pp 6, 7 
| Interview with Babrak Karmal, prime minister of Afghanistan by Kare Andre Nilsen: 


“Babrak Karmal Repeats the Suggestions About Political Solutions: Our Appeal for 
Negotiations Especially Directed to Pakistan" | 





[Execerpts| . The sun was shining and the temperature was about 
20-25°C in Kabul on the day that PRIWETEN was to meet with Karmal 
Babrak. The temperature remained like this during those November 
days. Today the Afghan capital is characterized by the fact that 
life has gone back to normal The days we spent there earlier-- 
in February--were to a @uch greater extent characterized by ten- 
sion. 


. Kabul is a city overflowing with people--and animals. As most 
oriental cities, Kabul has modern houses, hoteles and public build- 
ings side by side with old houses and bazaars. Constant stream of 
people--from side streets into back alleys. Cars and pushcarts, 
animals and people, 411 mixed together. And around the town ex- 
tremely high, snow-covered mountains. The city is also full of 
children. Children who play; children who go to school; children 
who work. Children who flock together every time they see 4 
camera. The Afghans like to be photographed. 


. The life in the city goes full speed ahead. The streets are 
filled with music--and trade. This is the day life. Darkness 
comes early. After 2200 it is generally quiet in the city. Then 
the guards take over. Tanks can also be heard rolling through 
the streets during the night. The counterrevolutionaries happen 
to strike during the night. That is their only chance. But the 
method is exclusively individual terror. For a long time now, 
however, the Afghan capital has for the most part also been spared 
this. 





. We met Karmal in his office in the evening. It was just after a 
meeting in the central committee and just before a meeting at the 
Polit office. He was friendly and accommodating--just as the last 
time we met him. There were not many great changes to be noticed 
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in the face of the man who had been “removed” at least three times 
since we last talked with him, And one time the Western news serv- 
ices even reported that Karmal had tried to commit suicide, because 
he no longer was able to remain “under Russian control." Allegedly, 
the Russians had “isolated the once popular politician from his own 
people, write AP, UPL, Reuter and NTB, As a result of these opinion 
fabrications, he does not even dare meet his own people. He is kept 
locked in his office, they write. 


. We got proof of this a few days before we met with Karmal. That 
wae when he returned from a visit to the Soviet Union, the country 
that was to have ruined him as 4 politician. But what happened was, 
that Babrak Karmal was met by 10,000 people. The road from the air- 
port to the headquarters of the Revolution Council was crammed with 
people. And what happened. Well, Karmal spoke at an open air meet- 
ing-=to an audience of 10,000. And the reaction? It is not easy to 
describe, but we have it on tape. We can only say this: the atmo- 
ephere was fantastic and the applause great. He was interrupted 
after approximately each passage. Odvar Nordli would have been 
envious if he had heard it. Jens Evensen would have said: it re- 
minds me of the atmosphere at the National Congress in Kijemis, only 
80 many more people. 


. Karmal's position has always been underestimated in the Western 
mase media. One of the changes we were able to detect was that he 
emiled more often now than in February; he seemed simply much more 
optimistic. Otherwise he was the same. And he still smoked his 
mild American cigarettes, KENT. 


[Question] The last time our paper had an interview with you was towards the end of 
February last year. At that time there was a certain tension here in Afghanistan, 
and counterrevolutionary groups were still trying to paralyze the life of the capi- 
tal, Kabul. Since then many months have passed. Could you draw out what you think 
are the main pointe in the development that has taken place in your country since 
then” 


Good Development Since February 


|Anewer}) <A great development has taken place in Afghanistan since we met in 
February. It has been a good development. The party (the People's Democratic 
Party in Afghanistan) has developed and strengthened its unity both in principle 
and with regard to organization. It has become a new type of party; we have ac- 
quired a new type of unity. Presently this party leads on with firs principles 
and through extensive practical efforts on the wide national homefront. The party 
heads the people and the State. On each day that passes, this State apparatus is 
amended and put into the peoples’ service. In all phases of the revolutionary life 
in Afghanistan the Democratic revolutionary practice has conquered today and become 
the prevailing practice. 
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we Kepel=-But the Aggression Continues 


-=For the most part the groups and elements, mercenaries and paid agents who entered 
our country from abroad, from Pakistan, have been repelled and eliminated, empha- 
sizes Karmal, and at the same time adda: 


hut all the provocations, encroachments and interventions from the local reaction 
in the region on behalf of the international imperialiem, with the American imperi- 
aliem and the Chinese imperialiem and chauviniem in the forefront, continue. They 
have used, and they continue to use, Pakistani soil as an inetrument for their ely 
attempts to conduct subversive work in our country, but that is doomed to be a 
fiasco and defeat. 


~-But despite this, says Karmal, the internal and outside reaction continues, with 
all kinds of means they have at their disposal, to try to undermine the resolution's 
land gains, the territorial integrity, the national sovereignty and the Democratic 
Independence of the Afghan republic. Confronted with the peaceful political line 
of the Afghan Government, these powers continue to concentrate on creating crises 
around Afghanistan. 


We Ask for Friendship, Especially with Pakistan 


[Question] What has the Afghan Government line been faced with regarding this policy 
from the reactionary side’ 


[Answer] We follow a line based on peaceful relationship with all countries. This 
comes forth in all statements that have come from both our party and the Afghan 
State. I will once again use the opportunity to stress the following: that we 

ask for friendship, friendly and peaceful relations with all countries, and 
especially our neighboring countries, particularly Pakistan. But because of all 
the provocations--that are the result of the line prescribed by the reaction and 
the imperialism--they have not yet given a positive answer to the Afghan proposal 
of solutions, our proposal of solving all issues in a peaceful manner. This ap- 
plies especially to Pakistan. But we want to follow up and continue our peaceful 
line which consists of obtaining a political solution, a political agreement. 





Interference from United States, China, Pakistan, Egypt, Israel 


--Il want to, says Karmal, clearly and distinctly call attention to the fact that 
our people intend to defend our right to live in peace; our right to build up this 
country through peaceful work. For this reason the people have rallied around the 
party in a wide patriotic front. They give a resolute support to their party and 
fight together against small groups of terrorists and murderers who are sent in 
from Pakistan to infiltrate Afghanistan. In connection with this undeclared war 
that has been launched against Afghanistan, I want to say the following: we have 
documented material that shows these plans. We have, for example, arrested a great 
number of military instructors both from Pakistan, China, United States and other 
countries. We also have in our possession documents and weapons which we have 
taken from them. The weapons are manufactured both in the United States, Pakistan, 
Egypt and Israel. All this is a clear proof of the foreign intervention and inter- 
ference in Afghanistan's internal affairs. 





Gratetul tor Soviet Help 


=-=The people of Afghanistan, says Karmal, are therefore extremely grateful for the 
brotherly and friendly help that the Soviet Union has given to Afghanistan concern= 
ing all sides of our society, and we are especially grateful for their help in the 
defense of our country's independence against the foreign attacks. Through their 
own hard work and the unselfish help the Soviet Union has granted us, both in the 
economic, cultural, technical, social and other sectors of the society, our people 
have been able to take important and extensive steps in the direction of economic 
growth, in the direction of another phase of the land reform; in the direction of 
better living conditions and improving the standard of living; in the direction of 
security and calm all over the country and also in the direction of securing peace 
and calm in the region our country belongs to. 


Are There Chances of Political Solution?’ 


[Question] You mentioned the seven-point solution which the Afghan Government sub- 
mitted on 14 May of this year and was especially directed to the neighboring coun- 
tries, Pakistan and Iran. What has actually happened with this proposal in the 
political arena’? Have you had any contact with the representati:es from Iran and 
Pakistan about this proposal? Do you feel that the basis for such bilateral nego- 
tiations and the guaranties it requires, are better now than before’ What steps 
will you be taking in the near future in order to gain support for political solu- 
tion’ 


{|Anewer] This proposal was first raised in the thesis which the central committee 
of our party put forth in connection with the 2-year anniversary of the April 
Revolution in April this year. They were also put forth in our government state- 
ment on 14 May of this year, and most recently emphasized in a statement after the 
official visit a high level party-and state delegation made to the Soviet Union a 
short time ago. 


No Efforts Spared 


--In connection with all this we have clearly and sincerely, by stressing our good 
intentions, put out our hand for friendship and cooperation with the countries and 
the states involved, especially Pakistan and Iran. We have repeatedly brought forth 
offere of friendly dialogue and friendly relations. This is our sincere position. 
This is a standpoint to be seriously taken from our side. In times to come we will 
not spare any efforts when it comes to creating such possibilities for peaceful 
solution. But snfortunately the West, with the American imperialism in the fore- 
front, has for a long time already followed a policy which is directed against 
detente and peace. Instead they follow a policy based on provoking actions. They 
want to revert back to the cold war. It has been possible to block this policy 
only with the help of the Soviet Union and the socialistic community, with the help 
of those powers in the world that represent peace and democracy. Up to now these 
powers have managed to prevent this. 


Pakistan's Militarists Do Not Want To Negotiate 


Karmal continues: 
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~Pakiatan, the reaction in our region, the reaction in the lelamic world, but par— 
ticularly the militariste in Pakistan, have proceeded with a policy line that goes 
towards blocking peaceful conductions from gaining a atand. They want to block any 
form of the negotiations about the teasues at the negotiating table. In most of the 
political areas they have fallen to various forma of deatructive actions, tricks. 
But one part of those tricks has not functioned up to now. We have great hopes that 
reasoning will become the dominant factor and especially that our neighboring coun- 
try will be ready to come to the negotiating table in order to solve these contro- 
versial points. 


imperialiem Tries to Avoid Normalization 


~-But figures and facts show, however, that the world reaction and the imperialism 
want to prevent normalization of the situation, not only in our land and our region, 
but all over the world. This applies, for example, to such areas as the Gulf, the 
Indian Ocean, Southeast Asia and other places: the Middle East, Africa and Latin 
America. At the same time there is an urgent need for credible guaranties with 
regard to peace and security, both in our area as well as in the other areas | men- 
tioned. The main factor, when it comes to ruining these possibilities, is the 
imperialiem, with the American imperialism in the forefront--and with the under- 
standing of the Chinese chauvinisa. 


What About the Unity in the Party and Karmal's Position?’ 


[Question] As was mentioned in the beginning, you were talking about the unity in 
Afghanistan now, as well as the unity in your own party, the People's Democratic 
Party. Even we, who live in Norway, know that there have been snags regarding this 
unity recently. The civilian mass media in the West has, for its part, concen- 
trated much of its attention just on this issue, and not the least on your own 
position as a leader of this party. Is it the right impression that both you and 
the members of this party are more optimistic today than only a few months ago; and 
that the victory in the fight against the counterrevolution has given you more self- 
confidence. Do you have the basis for saying that you today have a united party 

and the rest of the leadership behind you? 


Temporary Crises Under Amin Surmounted 


-=The aspects that you yourself draw out as positive.. (following page missing. 
Rockmaker) 
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VOLUNTEER IN GOVERNMENT FORCES INTERVIEWED 
Oslo FRIHETEN in Norwegian 6 Dec 80 pp 8, 9 


[Interview with Mohamed Rashed Ekias, Volunteer in Government Forces by Kare Andre 
Nilsen: “One of the Volunteers at the Afghanistan Front Relates: When We Arrived, 
the People Lived with Fear--When We Left, They Thanked Us") 


[Excerpt] Afghanistan. Mohamed Rashed Ekhlas, a student at Kabul 
University was one of many who thought about fighting with weapons 
in February when the counterrevolutionaries attempted an “of fen- 
sive." Later he became one of the leaders of one of the first 
groups of volunteers that went to the front. His front was the 
Laghman front. 


Counterrevolutionaries in Full Activity 


Laghman is one of Afghanistan's 26 provinces. It begins about 4-5 miles east of 
Kabul and stretches upwards in a north easterly direction. East of Laghman lies 
the Kunar province that is gradually becoming better known. In the south it shares 
borders with the Ningrahr province, where Julabad is located. The two last men- 
tioned provinces are located directly at the border of the neighboring country 
Pakistan. 


But the situation in Laghman was also difficult during this winter. The counter- 
revolutionaries that came from Pakistan participated in the activities and created 
difficulties. 


Mohamed came there shortly before 1 May, or more exactly 29 April. He tells 
FRIHETEN about what took place for him and four others who were with him in the 
group: S.M. Massud Hussainy, Hafiz Wameq, Abdul Ghafaar Fazel and a comrade who 
calls himself Moosa. 


One Month's Training--Then Fighting 


--Our group consisted mainly of students, they tell us. In our group of 60 there 
were only two laborers. 


[Question] Yours was one of the first groups. Was it totally organized on your own 
initiative, or was it initiated by the party? 
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|Anawer| The initiative was taken by the party section at the University. After 
having discussed the matter, we put 4 proposal to the party. It was accepted, 
Thereafter it moved fast; the group was organized; we received training and ended 
up in Laghman. A group of the members were originally from this area. 


[Question] Was there a special situation in just this district that made it neces- 
sary to send you to the Laghman province’ 


[Anewer) The situation was difficult. The difficulties consisted, among other 
things, of the fact that the reactionaries set fire to the houses of the party mem- 
bers. Part of the local administrative organs were under the control of the reac- 
tionaries. This was the background. 


[Question] Where did you receive your military training? 


[Anawer] We were trained for 1 month in the 7th Infantry Division before we were 
sence out. 


Thirty-One Armed Operations in Three Months 

[Question] How long was your service supposed to be in Laghman’ 
[Answer] We stayed for 3 months; then a new group took over. 
[Question] Were you often in military fighting’ 


|Answer| We executed 31 military operations against the reactionaries. These were 
just the armed operations. But our task was not only military. We traveled around 
the towns and made propaganda for the policy which the party and the government 
wanted carried out. We conducted explanation work for the population. We discussed 
with people why the reactionaries are against the party and the government; the aim 
of the revolution and why the revolution continues. We fought on two fronts. The 
first: the armed fighting; the second: agitation and propaganda. 


The Educational System Had Collapsed 


Mohamed says that much of the work was directed towards getting the educational 
system working. In Laghman, all schools, except for two, were burnt down by the 
counterrevolutionaries when the "Committee for Defense of the Revolution" pulled 
in on 29 April. The whole educational system was, in reality, destroyed, he says. 


--But not only that. All stores were also closed, and people did not dare go t’ 
town for fear of the armed bandits. They came hard down on both students and 
teachers, so that none of them would dare go to the schools. Our work, when we 
traveled around the towns, was simply the following: we gathered all the students 
and said to them: "Go to school". Therewith the discussions were started. We con- 
vinced them that they could be safe. We functioned as teachers in other places. 


Disguised as Counterrevolutionaries 


[Question] How was this group of 60 actually organized? 
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[Anawer|] We divided the group in 10 military posts. These subgroups operated along 
with sympathizers and party members in the towns. The civilian population gathered 
information about the situation in each place; they charted the activities from the 
reactionaries side, Afterwards we analyzed the whole material and carried out an 
operation. This was done after we had gone through the whole operation before, with 
friends who were military exp <ts. 


[Question] You were volunteers. Did you fight in uniforms’ 


[Anewer| We disguised ourselves as counterrevolutionaries. They believed we were 
counterrevolutionaries. As such we traveled through the towns. 


[Question] You say that you carried out 31 operations during those 3 months. Did 
they carry out counterrevolutionary operations against you? 


|Answer! During the night we were at our military posts.. Then the guerrillas 
attacked the posts, but during the day we did the same to them, disguised as counter- 
revolutionaries. 


[Question] Did none of you have more than 1 month of military training? 
|Answer| Yes, some had been in military service. 


[Question] One month is not a long time of training people to handle weapons. How 
did it feel when you had to fight with arms. Were you not afraid of being killed? 


[Answer] To go to such a front is, of course, not the same as going on a picnic. 
The whole time I had the feeling that I might die, says Mohamed. 


--But he adds that either you fight the enemy or you die. That was our feeling. 
Tongue and Nose Cut Off--Then the Eyes Were Pulled Out 


--In one instance, tie five comrades tell us, one of our friends was apprehended by 
the guerrillas. His name happened to be Babrak. They worked him over while his 


mother watched. 


[Question] What did they do? 


[Answer] They tortured him. First they cut his tongue out and cut off his nose. 
Thereafter they blinded him by pulling out his eyes. Finally they cut into his 
behind. The mother referred to the holy book, the Koran--and said to them: Do not 
kill my son. They killed him. 


--Another time, Mohamed telis, one of our friends was killed while we were fighting 
in the Isotallah district. We took him along to bury him, but the guerrillas kept 
shooting. We had to keep fighting and abandon the idea of burying him. Later, the 
father carried his son's body away. While he was burying his son, a bullet killed 


the father. 


[Question] You said the situation was difficult in Laghman when you arrived. The 
counterrevolutionaries controlled a portion of the administration's organs. How 
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were you actually received by the population=--when you arrived and when you left 
atter 3 months’? Did you have any feeling of having succeeded’ 


|Anewer| When we arrived, the population lived in constant fear. They were scared 
because of the threats from the guerrillas. In the beginning it wae quite difficult 
to get on the inside and come in close contact with ordinary people. That was be- 
cause of the counterrevolutionary activities. They laid mines; they burnt houses, 
cars and schools. Nobody could bring wounded people to the hospitals or to a 
doctor. These were the conditions we cleared up through our fighting. This lead 

to the fact that we came in contact with ordinary people who lived in fear. They 
accepted our revolutionary work and the actions we carried out. They even praised 
us for our operations. 


The Reactionaries Are Well-Off 


~-When it comes to stability in the area, says Mohamed, it had co the most extent 
been reestablished after our 3 months stay. We are pleased when it comes through 
our work. But it was a difficult and fatiguing life. Our situation was quite dif- 
ferent from our opponents’ situation. Those who belong to the reactionary elements; 
those who belong to these guerrilla families, are well-off and can conduct their 
activities such as they are. We were worse off in that regard. 


[Question] You say, Mohamed, that the educational system had just about collapsed 
when you arrived. How did you clear that up? 


“Holy War" to "Save Islam" 


--They attacked teachers and they threw young children in the river. They even sut 
fingers off school children. They did all this in order to stop instruction in the 
schools. They wanted to stop the fight against illiteracy, the government's 
campaign against illiteracy. They also spread propaganda chat our groups wanted to 
arrest the children to either make soap of them or send them to the Soviet Kussia. 
They tried to gather the people for some kind of a “holy War" in order to "Save 
Islam", as they said. Let me, in connection with that, bring out an example that 
is both humorous and unpleasant. One night they happened to go to the house of a 
Hindu (not Muslim). They demanded 40,000 afghani (about 5,000 kroner) from him. 

He answered: “But I am not a Muslim. A Holy War is not my obligation.” "You must, 
they said, and took the money. These were the methods if the frightened people did 
not go along with them voluntarily. They terrorized the population. We had a bet- 
ter relationship with the local population. This tended to isolate them. 
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COVERNMENT MEASURES ON DISCIPLINE PROBLEM IN PUBLIC LIFE 
Promotion of Diecipline Campaign 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic 10 Now 80 pp 6,7 
[Article by ‘Ieam Rif‘at: "So That Discipline May Not be Undermined”) 


{Text} The govermment has finally decided to act on regulating the work echedule 

in public offices and enforcing discipline. Quite candidly, our society is euffer- 
ing from gore than just chaos. In the early 1970's, when Dr ‘Asie Sidqi was prime 
minister, the word “permissive” began to gain currency. But our problems at that 
time were far more serious than sere permissiveness. Now, things have become even 
worse and the state of permissiveness has degenerated into what may be called 4 state 
of disorder and disarray. 


Thie is sot meant to be same kind of caustic self-criticiem and hareb self~flagellation. 
And yet the severity of these words is far lees than the severity of the traffic chaos 
and frightful owercrowding that are choking the streets of Cairo to the point of com 
plete paralysis. That paralysis has econamic, social and health corollaries and 
implications which will inevitably and soon have — eajor impact on the behavior and 
future of Egyptians. 


There wae 4 time when we used to observe timetables and echedules, but time has now 
become irrelevant to us. We used to observe traffic rules, but the red light is now 
meaningless and nonexistent. The list is endless. The new facilities, streets, 
bridges and underground tunnels which we have built can no longer cope with the alare- 
ing epread of chaos and disorder. If we were to quote the pessimistic Malthusian 
Doctrine, after adjusting it to fit owr own situation, we would say that the increase 
of order advances at an arithmetical, the increase of disorder at 4 geometrical, 
ratio. 


Egyptians can live in 4 state of order. If we were to leave getropoliten Cairo and 
Al-Jigah, we will see a completely different picture in Alexandria, lema'ilia, Port 
Sa'id and other cities. In Cairo, ome lives in a estate of crazed frenzy because of 
the chaos. One cannot tolerate to leave Cairo for any period of time and live some- 
where else because he has not known tranquility for sany years and cannot cope with 
it. Egyptians living outside Egypt lead a life of commitment and discipline. They 
work from 8 to 5 tirelessly and efficiently. In fact, Egyptians working for foreign 
firms or banks in Cairo itself, put in full hours of work--aleo from 8 to 5--without 
complaint. Probably, it is discipline which makes Egyptians work diligently in such 
a fashion. It is also probable that Egyptians will be forced to work in discipline 
if some contingency were to arise--if, for example, Cairo turned into 4 “weat grinder.” 
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Thies would not be the first such case in the world, There are many such cases, beirut, 
in ite heyday, had turned into 4 “mincing machine," as the term is called scientifically. 
in Lagos, the (Kormashar) port area is 4 large mincing machine, Ships have to wait 

for over a month to be unloaded, In Iran, the port of Bandar Abbas, although it is 
modern and fitted with godern equipment, has also become 4 mincing machine because 

the shipping companies have failed to cooperate with the government in order to solve 
the problem and insisted on keeping their offices in the “Center”. In Egypt, cities 
like 10 Ramadan can be part of the solution if some new companies and factories--even 
banke=-can be relocated there, 


The government hae adopted ite “discipline” decisions only when the situation in 
Cairo reached 4 etate of total paralysis. There will be those who will raise objec- 
tions and call for exemptions and those who will dissect each decision taken by the 
government to find flawe and defects in it. But we have to say here that, regardless 
of any flaws or defects, there is no turning back. The decisions and regulations 
should be firmly and sternly carried out without retractions or exemptions because, 
in addition to restoring discipline, they pave the way for restoring something of 
greater importance; the dignity and prestige of the state. 


Decisions and regulations alone cannot bring about discipline. They have to be 
supported and supplemented by an adjunct pattern of behavior and concomitant decisions 
and procedures. Otherwise the efforts designed to impose discipline on the Egyptian 
society will have the same tragic fate of the earlier efforts to designate a traffic 
week, a health week and so forth, 


An adjunct pattern of behavior requires civil servants to observe and abide by 
official working hours not only in terms of putting in full hours of work but also 
in terme of not leaving their place of work except on official business and errands. 
There are several agancies which apply this system. One of these is the Central 
Bureau of General Mobilization and Census which prohibits its employees from going 
out during office hours. At the same time, it grants ite employees a “special exit 
permit” for 2 hours per month to enable them to conduct some private business. iI 
know that 4 senior official in charge of a large sinistry in the city of Nasr has 
called on the head of the Central Bureau of General sobilization and Census for 
advice about applying the same system in his chaos-ridden ministry. 


When we are dealing with discipline, ve should pay as much attention to appearnace as 
to substance. Talking about appearance, we take exception to the conduct of two 
important sectore vhich are normally the repository of discipline and order in any 
eociety. These two sectors are plagued by a lack of discipline in their outward 
appearance. Fraikly speaking, we are referring to the army and the police. Until 
recently, army vehicles, for example, had 4 standard and distinctive color. Now 
they are a patchwork of colors. You cannot detect an army limousine expect by its 
special plate. The same goes for police cars. Until a short time ago, all police 
care were painted grey. Now it is difficult to tell a police car from a public 
vehicle except by its special plate too. Furtherwore, army and police vehicles have 
been visibly committing traffic violations knowingly and willingly. And even traffic 
patrol cars and g@otorcycles have become notorious traffic violators. 


The city of Cairo has been crying out for help to purge it from vagrants who live in 
“secret little cities” within and around Cairo. We are not saying that those enclaves 
are violating public morale and constitute dens of illicit pleasure. What we are 
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saying is that they are fatty growthe aad lumps which should be immediately removed 
from the body of Cairo, The dwellers of those “cities” do not perform productive 
work but are a burden on the city and ite utilities, During the 1966 census, | 
visited those areas as well as the graveyards where many vagrante live. I once asked 
4 man there what kind of work he did, and he described himself with a term which | 
had not heard before, When | asked hie for an explanation, he said: “Today I do 
thie, tomorrow I do that, Everyday, there's something different. God will help ue." 


Just stop at 4 traffic signal and you will find yourself overrun by an army of jobless 
people who force their wares or services upon you, beg for money or attempt to clean 
your windshield against your objections. And if you were to drive around the capital 
you will find persone who have proclaimed themselves car attendante for a fee. Gone 
are the daye when the profession of car attendant wae a licensed one. 


During the past Al-Adha holiday, the police crackdown in Cairo netted more than 
6,000 persons who were wanted by justice or were guilty of one thing or another. 


Yet we encourage capital investment in Cairo. Investment Law No 43 for 1974 provides 
tax exemptions for companies operating in poor overriden Cairo just as it does for 
companies based in other areas. Why do not we try « syetem of incentives whereby we 
grant full tax exemptions to companies which agree to operate in areas other than 
Cairo?’ 


In addition to that, we insist on excessive centralization. How do we explain the 
fact that all Mecca-bound pilgrims should go via Cairo’? Why should a pilgrim from 
Aswan have to go to Mecca from Cairo airport, trailing behind a train load of well- 
wishers’? Can we decentralize at this point’ 


The decisions and regulations designed to enforce discipline are a step which should 
be followed by other steps. Our slogan should be: There is no turning back and 
there will be no exemptions and exceptions so that we may be able to treat the 
“paralysis” by natural means and not by amputation. 





Stiffening of Penalties 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic 10 Now 80 pp 8, 9 
[Article by Mu'tasia Rashid: “The Diecipline Laws") 


[Text] The recent discipline laws have been sisconstrued by some and expedient ly 
interpreted by others. The fact that we should alwaye keep in mind is that any law 
should be in the public interest. The laws that have been enacted recently seek to 
promote the interests of the citizens and the society as a whole. 


Against this background, we discussed the recent discipline laws with Salah Amin, 
the chief of security in Cairo. He pointed out that the laws are not actually new 
since most of them had come out several years ago. The new element in these laws, 
he said, is the stiffening of penalties that they provide for. “For example, the law 
pertaining to loud-speakers was firet enacted in 1949," he noted, “but in the new 
law we stiffened the penalty making it imprisonment for not less than 15 days and no 
more than 2 months and a fine of not less than 50 pounds and no more than 200 pounds, 
or either penalty. The new law also contains a clear provision for the confiscation 
of the equipment and instruments used in the violation and goes as far as providing 
for the closing down of the store involved in the violation. 
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"The stiffening of the penalties is apt to deter violators. This would thus enable 

us to move toward the goal of putting an end to the noise and disturbance which 

bother many citizens, The claim that the new hours of operation will harm the 
commercial sector and create new crises ie untenable because the new laws were enacted 
only after exhaustive studies were made by experts from various fielde and disciplines," 


The chief of security in Cairo firmly believes that the new laws have taken into 
account the general interests of the citizens and the society. 


Decision No 238 by the Governor of Cairo liste the installations and stores which are 
not subject to the new hours of operation. These are: 


1) Pharmacies, 

2) Hoteles and tourist facilities, 

3) Cafeterias, casinos, coffee shops and snack bare. 
4) Bakeries and break and flour stores and kiosks. 


5) Food coope, fish markets and the various facilities and stores that are connected 
with them. 


6) The stores and centers belonging to the two food wholesale companies. 

)) Wholesale grain, vegetable and fruit markets. 

8) Retail vegetable, fruit, fish, poultry, meat and egg stores. 

9) Restaurants of various kinds. 

10) Grocery and dairy stores. 

ll) Confectionary stores and stores that sell fruit juices and cold soft drinks. 
i2) Butcher shops on the permissible days. 

13) Gas stations and fuel stores. 

14) Fast food shops (local) and Nut Shops 

15) Stores specializing in selling oils and farinaceous sveets. 

16) Stores and kiosks selling ices. 

17) Public garages. 

The chief of security noted that the list is pretty exhaustive, excluding only those 
stores which have made a habit of annoying and disturbing citizens. “Our duty,” he 
said, “is to protect the citizens. Therefore, he new law comes down severely on 


violators but benefits the ordinary citizen whose needs were taken into consideration 
when the law was drafted.” 
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Col fahim Musayn, director of the public utilities police in Cairo, said that just 
about everybody complains from public noise, etreet stalls and vendors and chaos in 
the etreets of Egyptian cities, "We are suffering from all this," he added, “because 
we are ultimately citizens living in the society. The new laws are designed to put 
an end to most of our complaints.” We noted that the new law amends article 14 of 
Law 140 of 1956 pertaining to street stalle and vendor stands. Under the new law, 
Violators are punishable by prison for not lege than 15 days and no more than 2 
months and a fine of not less than 50 pounds and no more than 500 pounds, jointly 

or severally. Violatore will be required to pay five times the amount of due fees 
and court expenses until the date on which the violation is terminated. Courte will 
determine when stalls shall be removed. If a violator failed to abide by an order to 
remove 4 stall, the authorities will then remove it and charge him for expenses. 
However, (telephone relay inclosures) and drainage pipes shall not be ordered removed 
unless the competent administrative authority determines the need to do so. 


Col Fahim Husayn adds that the new law empowers the governor to take a decision 
before a case is determined in court and after serving notice. The governor can thus 
order a stall, which is in violation, to be closed down for a period of not less than 
15 days and no more than 3 months, or he can order its license to be revoked until the 
Violation is terminated. 


The utilities police chief stresses the importance of the changes and amendments 
incorporated in the new law, saying that the new law would put an end to most cases 
of illegal street stalls and vendor stands and clear the etreets of Cairo. He says 
that the utilities police intend to etrike hard at all violators in a bid to protect 
citizens and insure their comfort. 





But what about the traffic situation and the impact of the new laws on it? Maj Gen 
Hilmi Badran, director of traffic in Cairo, says that the new laws will alleviate the 
congestion in the streets of Cairo especially after the designation of new opening 
hours. Regulating the traffic situation in Cairo plays a major role in reinstating 
order and calm in the streets of the capital and the other cities. The new law pro- 
vides for stiffer penalties in a bid to deter violators, especially since traffic 
violators cause most of the accidents and traffic jams. The traffic chief adds: 
"Travelling along the Cairo-Alexandria road, who isn't blinded by the high beams 

of cars travelling in the other direction, and who doesn't encounter cars travelling 
without lights. Suchoccurrences are the cause of many accidents. Shouldn't such 
violations be deterred by the society so that innocent lives may be spared’? The new 
traffic law fulfills the hopes of innocent citizens. The human factor was very much 
on the mind of the drafters. Article 67 of the new traffic law requires the driver 

of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting in casualties to attend to the 
wounded and to inform the nearest police or first-aid station of the incident immedi- 
ately. The driver is also required to drive a victim, when necessary, to the nearest 
hospital or clinic. This article reflects the human aspect of the law by trying to 
discourage hit-and-run drivers who leave behind innocent victims. A hit-and-run 
driver would be committing two violations: hitting someone because of speed and running 
away from the scene of the incident. The new penalties provided for in the new traffic 
law will undoubtedly have a positive effect on the situation in the streets, especially 
when we consider that in some cases a driver's license may be revoked and violators 
may be subject to fines or imprisonment." 











Wherever we went people were talking about the new operation hours and their effects. 
We found a consensus that the new laws are primarily designed to insure the comfort 

of all citizens and end the suffering of the man in the street. However, officials 

in the competent agencies appeal to all citizens to respond to these laws and to 

report violations because the aim of the lawe is to protect the individual and society. 


Review of Disciplinary Steps 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-LOTISADI in Arabic 10 Nov 80 pp 10, 11 
[Article: “Disciplinary Attempte in The Third Year") 
{Text} 1979: 1 January 
Executive Decisions To Impose Discipline in Cairo 


The governor of Cairo Sa'd Ma'mun yesterday isaued a number of important decisions 
designed to bring about discipline in the streets of Cairo. The decisions apply to 
several areas including supply, construction permite, public security, traffic control, 
street stalls and vendor stands, the ferrying of meats without the use of closed 
containers, the misuse of loud-speakers and maintenance work. 


Twice weekly throughout the school year, students in all grades in the schools of 
Cairo will be taught principles of public conduct and behavior and moral values |sic). 


7 January 
National Party Discusses Deputies’ Role in Discipline Campaign 


Fikri Makram ‘Ubayd, the deputy prime minister and secretary general of the National 
Democratic Party, yesterday met with the party parliamentarians and members of the 
People's Assembly from the governorates of Cairo, Al-Jizah and Al-Qalyubiyah. The 
meeting was also attended by Hilmi ‘Abd al-Akhir, the minister in charge of the 

People's Assembly's affairs and Kamal al-Shadhli, secretary of organization in the 
party. Discussion dealt with the role of deputies, working together with the governors, 
in securing the success of the campaign to impose discipline in the streets of the 
Egyptian cities. Members of the People's Assembly were also urged to attend the 
meetings of the Assembly and its various committees to speed up the completion of the 
Assembly's business. 


9 January 
Results of Day Eight of Discipline in the Egyptian Streets 


Continying disciplinary campaigns and crackdowns in the precinct of Al-Jizah have 
resulted in the detection of 15 cases of immorality, 16 cases of selling merchandise 
outside the city, selling liquer without a license. The authorities have also detected 
and caught 966 dangerous criminals some of wham are on the wanted list. Notices were 
also served in cases involving illegal street stalls and traffic violations. 
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10 January 
New Measures lo Enforce Discipline 


The governor of Cairo Sa'd Ma'mun met yesterday with members of the committee which 

is entrusted with implementing the disciplinary plan. te announced at the meeting 

that certain procedures will be simplified to enable citizens to deal more promptly 
with housing, supply and health and social agencies. One way of doing so, he said, 
would be to cut down the number of necessary formalities and procedures and set forth 
the exact documents that are required, the fees that are involved and a timetable 

for the completion of various services. The governor said that this would be a 

first step toward the full implementation of the disciplinary plan in the governorate's 
agencies, 


1980: 1 June 
Presidential Decrees to Bring About Discipline in Egyptian Streets 


President Anwar al-Sadat has issued two decrees amending some provisions of the law 
governing fugitives and those suspected of being so and ordering that the situation 
be regulated under police supervision. 


According to the amendment, a suspect is anyone over 18 who has been convicted of an 
offense more than once or who is known to have committed the following crimes and 
offences: 


Assault or attempted assault on people or property, intercession to return kidnapped 
persons or stolen goods, disruption of means of transportation or communication, 
trading with or distributing poisonous or narcotic materials and making or passing 
counterfeit money. 





The offenses also include the purchasing of food and supply materials distributed 
through the public sector and cooperative system for the purpose of reselling such 
goods, any one of the crimes covered by the law against obscenity and prostitution, 
such other crimes as using explosives, bribery, embezzlement, external attempts to 
harm state security, escaping from jail, harboring criminals and offenders, trafficking 
in arms and inducing and preparing others to commit crimes. 


29 October 
Four Decrees to Restore Order to Egyptian Streets 


President Anwar al-Sadat yesterday issued four republican decrees designed to 
reinstating order and discipline in the streets of Egyptian cities to provide the 
proper climate for the promotion of economic and social development. The decrees 
amend several provisions in laws pertaining to hours of operation in government offices 
and the public and private sectors in the gajor areas of Cairo in order to alleviate 
the problems of traffic. The decrees also amend the traffic law in such 4 manner as 
to regulate the traffic situation and impose discipline on it by cracking down on 
traffic offenders. 


9254 
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KHOMEYNI REGIME BLASTED AS IMPERIALIST TOOL 
Baghdad YURD in Turkmen 16 Jan 81 p 13 
[Unattributed editorial j 


[Text] When pro-Khomeyni forces came to power in Iran two years ago they estab- 
lished relations with imperialist circles through Iranian agente, rightiste, and 
reactionaries trained by American intelligence. Agente, rightists, and reac- 
tionaries in Iran have a strong influence on the Khomeyni regime and they occupy 
the most important poste within it while working for imperialist circles. It has 
become evident that the Khomeyni regime ia trying to carry through on the imperi- 
alist goals endeavored during the time of the deposed Shah. 


Thus they have begun the necessary preparations to reduce the Tehran regime s 
isolation, to carry out the personal ambitions of ite leaders, and to impart 
legality to the Khomeyni regime's police role in the Arab Gulf, replacing that 
of the Shah. The main goale of thie imperialies are to take control of the Gulf 
region, to crush the struggles for freedom and independence being waged by the 
peoples of the Gulf, to etymie the Arab revolution which is gaining strength 
daily, and to create the appropriate atmosphere within which to overcome the 
difficulties that imperialists, Zionists, and regises pursuing oppressive solu- 
tions ere confronting with regard to the Camp David accords. The imperialists 
have attempted a variety of ploye to achieve their ends...In fact, they have 
started to establish military bases, intensify the aggressions begun by lerael, 
and provoke Iran into adopting anti-Iraqi stances. Aggressors in the Arab Gulf 
have openly supported the Iranian regime by strengthening their military presence 
and increasing their intervention in the internal affairs of regional countries. 
American imperialism has incited Iran to threaten obstruction of the Straits of 
Hormue eo that the Americans can bolster their ailitary presence on the pretext 
of safeguarding this international waterway. 





The statement by the Iranian regime that it would keep the Straite of Hormuz open 
is a falsehood. in fact, Me Luanda Grut of the University of York faculty states 
in an article in the Pebruary 1980 journal of the British Communist Party, MARXISM 
TODAY, that the intense propaganda campaign initiated against America by the 
Khomeyni regime is nothing other than a political maneuver and that its purpose is 
to whitewash the inadequate anewers of officials like Khomeyni to questions con- 
cerning Iran's economic crisis. It is thus clear that the Iranian regime wants 

to vindicate iteelf before the Iranian people by heaping on the United States 

the problems and crises manifest in every sphere. The economic crises that emerged 








in Iran during the Shah's regime and after do not stem from intensified internal 
problems but from Iran's commitment to international capitalism. The lranian 
regime has endorsed the capitalist system because it exports ofl] to capitalist 
countries while importing from them consumer goods, weapons, and vital materiel. 


Although the Iranian interests of several foreign governments were discontinued 
because of the impact of popular rumblings after the overthrow of the Shah, the 
fact that Khomeyni has made intensive efforts to obtain foreign credit and sign 
questionable agreements has resulted in a continuation of previous connections 
with international capitalieom... While clerics, who are of the same cloth as the 
reactionaries and agente in Iran and occupy senior posts, were speaking of Islam, 
most of them were cooperating with British imperialism under the guise of piety 
and Islam. We now want to declare that when the United States saw that the Shah 
was not completely successful in protecting and perpetuating its critical special 
interests in Iran and the Arab Gulf and when it considered bringing about a change 
of regime and installing a more industrious leader, it regarded Khomeyni as the 
most suitable individual. Thus, Khomeyni came from Paris to Tehran on a special 
flight, under the escort of a special bodyguard, to be greeted with great joy and 
celebration. 


Because the Khomeyni regime, which came to power in Iran after the Shah, utilizes 
extremist political tactics, it has unleased catastrophies and bloody incidents 
that have dragged the Iranian people through hell. The Khomeyni regime has not 
stopped there: When this regime began its string of offensives aimed at venting 
the malice it has nurtured against Arab countries--Iraq in particular--Khomeyni 
thrust Iran into dangers of even greater magnitude. Although popular demonstra- 
tions and rumblings in Iran call for war against America and the imperialists-- 
Iran's true enemies--Khomeyni has drawn close to America so as to reduce their 
differences and has stated that he is prepared to protect American interests 
better than did the Shah. 


One circle that made a major contribution to the Khomeyni regime's takeover is 

the communist Tudeh Party. Just as those in Iraq who supported the reactionary, 
dictatorial regimes of Qasim and ‘Arif on behalf of the special, parochial, and 
reactionary interests of the communist party--which has no place in Iraqi politics-- 
defied nationalist and progressive forces, the communist Tudeh Party likewise is 
leveling heavy blows on the interests of the Iranian people by supporting the 
Khomeyni regime. What does it mean if a leader like Khomeyni in Iran can oppose 
democracy, freedom, and the enemies of imperialism, oppress the Iranian people 

and the minorities, occupy 3 Arab islands, conduct aggression against the struggler 
Iraq, recognize no other party than the Islamic Republican Party, conduct 

terrorist acts, seek to strengthen American military presence in the Arab Gulf, 

and seek to disrupt international security while certain diplomatic circles close 
their eyes’? But «hat we cannot ignore is the fact that sooner or later nationalist, 
progressive forces will rescue the Iranian people from these catastrophies by over- 
throwing the Khomeyni regime. 
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U.S. SEEN PREPARING FOR POSSIBLE INTERVENTION IN LATIN AMERICA 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 13 Jan 61 p 3 


[Article by Ahmad ‘Abdallah: 
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REVIEW OF BAGHDAD PROGRAMS BEAMED TO IRAN 


[Editorial report] NC291700--Baghdad in Persian to Iran was monitored at Nicosia 
Bureau from 0600 to 1000 GMT on 17, 20, 21, 24, 27 and 28 January with reception 
ranging from unmonitorable to fair. 


All the talks and commentaries carried on these days criticized, condemned or 
ridiculed the [Iranian regime in general or its officials in particular. Calle 
to various strata in [ran calling on them to rise up and overthrow the regime 
were also broadcast. All the talks, commentaries and calls were interspersed 
with Iranian popular music and repeated twice during the programs. 


On 17 January, a commentary was broadcast discussing the cooperation between 
Khomeyni, (al-Qadhdhafi) and al-Asad, saying that the only bond that tied these 
three together was their common feeling of regret at being unable to form a 
regional cartel, which they could use to achieve their goal of driving a wedge 
between the wheels of revolutionary Iraq. 


On 21 January, the radio carried a commentary asking the Iranian people why they 
were not asked if the hostages should be released or not. 


On 24 January, the radio discussed how the hostages issue was not a victory but 

a defeat for Iran, going on to ask wnether the regime received the consent of the 
family of the girl who was killed by her brother for having had an affair with a 
hostage before releasing him. 


On 27 January, a commentary said that even though Khomeyni's regime claims to have 
gained its demands from the United States for releasing the hostages, this was 
nothing but a myth since the unfrozen Iranian assets were frozen initially when 
the regime took the hostages. 


On 28 January, a commentary discussed how the hostages issue was used by both 
Iran and the United States, noting that once the hostages had been taken, the 
United States sent military units to the Gulf and established itself better 
militarily in the region. The release of the hostages a few minutes after Reagan 
was sworn in as the new president was not accidental “but downpayment for friend- 
ship with America's new leader." 


Concerning the Islamic Conference, the radio lists reasons why the Iranian regime 
did not participate. One of the reasons was that the Iranian regime knew that 
such conferences would never confirm a regime that trampled on human rights and 
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violated international laws. Another reason, broadcast in a talk on 28 January, 
was that “these gentlemen do not have the guts to stand behind thie Islamic 
tribune and state their views on the flaming war between Iraq and Iran because 
they are well aware that the Islamic countries as well as countries throughout the 
world have realized the aggressive and expansioniat (?intentions Iran has) toward 
Iraq," concluding: “But they are unaware that war paves the best of grounds for 
the Iranian struggling people to overthrow their regime." 
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WEED TO CONSERVE ENRRCY IN IRAQ 
Baghdad Al-NAFT WA AL~'ALAM in Arabic Get 80 pp 14-15 


[Article: “Guiding Energy Consumption in Iraq Ie a Cultural Mission, It Polarizes 
Advanced Scientific, Reonomic, and Political Efforts”) 


[Text] The mission of guiding the energy consumption is one of the most important 
functions of the National Energy Commission because the rational use of energy has 
become a cultural function. In the last yeare thie function polarized advanced 
economic, scientific, and political efforte due to the fact that petroleum, the 
drying up wealth, is the major energy source. The petroleum cannot be depended 
upon to meet the needs of the future generations especially the energy in ite 
various forme constitutes the foundations upon which human civilization is founded 
at the present time and in the future, and without energy life becomes impossible. 





Before talking about guiding the energy consumption in Iraq, reference should be 
made to vital issues in this connection. These issues deal with the economic and 
social justifications for guiding the energy consumption in Iraq. It is well known 
that Iraq is a producer and an exporting country of petroleum. Iraq has petroleum 
and gas reserves that will not run out for decades. The shift toward guiding 
energy consumption in Iraq is not related to scarcity of petroleum reserves, to «4 
plan to slow the pace of economic development undertaken by our struggling country, 
or to 4 desire to impose austerity on consumption. It is a plan to stop waste and 
foolish consumption of energy whose source is crude oil. 


lately, it has been noticed that the energy consumption pattern in Iraq is increasing 
rapidly in the absence of controle which limit consumption. The Iraqi society will 
get used to the unjustified waste and squander in consumption in a way that any 
future effort to limit this extravagance will be useless. It is known that saving 

a barrel of the local consumption means saving 4 barrel of crude oil for exportation 
to be sold at the world prices for hard currency. 


The subject of guiding consumption deals with many social and economic activities 
in any society as it deale with the way of life. It also deals with the method by 
which the iesues of industrialization, agriculture, housing construction, public 
transportation, private transportation, and scientific researches are handled. 
These issues may affect the pattern and method of consumption for decades, there- 
fore, guiding the consumption is a long-range and on-going process. What we do 
today in this connection will impact on the prevention of waste and the saving of 
energy after twenty or thirty years down the road. Thus, the supervision of 
guiding the consumption now becomes « very important issue. 


* 








in the last 5 years, the industrial countries were able to reduce energy coneumption 
by 15=25 percent of the consumption fate prevailing before the price increases, We 
believe that in the next five years, Iraq can reduce ite consumption by 8-10 percent 
of what it would be in the absence of « plan for guiding consumption, In terms of 
the national economy, this means that large sume of money can be saved by making 
more crude ofl] available (for export). In addition, it would decrease (the pressure 
on] inetallations and plants that produce energy, such as electric stations, refi- 
heries, and transportation and storage facilities. All of thie can be achieved 
without affecting the ambitious development plan or the economic welfare of society. 


Guiding energy consumption will so doubt turn attention to important economic iseves, 
such as the cost of energy which forme part of the total cost of the whit of pro- 
duction, and the objective view that it should be reduced. In thie connection, the 
cost of energy would have to be estimated on the basis of the world prices of crude 
oil, The same concept could be applied with regard to unit costes of services. 

This approach is necessary from an economic point of view due to the fact that the 
prices of petroleum products in Iraq are lower than world prices. 


These are some ideas presented here. Guiding coneumption has other goals, euch as 
how to evaluate alternative economic sources of energy besides crude oil and 
petroleum products. Ase 4 result of the low prices of petroleum products which are 
indirectly subsidized by the state, we may not pursue opportunities to produce 
energy from alternate sources, such as the sun, or dams and waterfalle for generating 
electricity, in spite of the [obvious] advantages of such projects for the national 
economy when we calculate the cost of our petroleum products on the basis of the 
world prices of crude ofl, In addition, the guiding of consumption will 
undoubtedly take into account the importance giver, by the National Energy Commission 
to greater use of natural gas in Iraq. This matter requires increasing attention, 
especially with regard to using gas as an alternative to liquid petroleum products. 


Another issue which we should not fail to mention is that Iraq is very interested 
in keeping pace with the advance of technology as it relates to the various energy 
alternatives and their economics. The marketing of of] and the adaption of proper 
petroleum policies have important ties to the possibilities of moving to other 
energy alternatives. This requires paying attention to the energy issues and 
participating in the international efforts to preserve the world civilization by 
preserving the ofl. All these considerations create the necessary justifications 
to follow a guiding policy for the energy consumption issue which requires from 
all of us having an objective view and serious consideration on 411 levels in order 
to stop the waste of energy consumption. The National Commission der'ded to issue 
general instruc’ions to achieve the guiding of consumption goals according to what 
is mentioned above. These instructions are: 


l~-Promotion of scientific and economic research in the fields related to the use 
of energy and guiding its consumption by 411 social and economic activities such 
as home consumption, industrial, agricultural, and service consumption, This is 
to include the various alternatives to the ofl energy, its products, gas, electri- 
city, solar energy, wind, and life energy and different alternatives which are 
important to Iraq. 
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2ewlt te very important to keep 4 special record of energy consumption in every 
plant and organization in order to take count of the various aspects of consumption 
to study and to guide the consumption in a way to guarantee that energy will not 

be wasted through the search for where and why energy ie used, The record will 
facilitate the @ission of controlling the use and managing energy which includes 
all types of electrical energy and the various petroleum products if it te being 
used. 


JewIn this case, it is appropriate to assign a responsible department that hase the 
expertise to follow up, to manage, and to guide the energy consumption, This 
department can be 4 person or « committee to be formed for this purpose, The 
responsibility of this person or committee is to eet the scientific procedures and 
instructions to guide the conewmption in the plant, organization, and department. 





4==The consumption of energy gust be taken into consideration when constructing a 
plant, economic enterprise, or a service project, It should be emphasized chat the 
project is designed to reduce the energy consumption to an economic level using the 
world prices of crude oil as an indicator to the energy cost. In this case, the 
attention should be given to the cost of energy included in the unit produced and 
comparing it with the world standards of such costes. 


S==The housing and construction of projecte should be designed on the basis of 
utilizing the maximum level of scientific and economic insulation so that it can 
reduce the waste of energy consumed in heating, cooling, and lighting. These pro- 
jects should depend on the natural Lighting as much as possible. There should be 
4 follow up to the developments taking place now in the world to reduce the energy 
consumption, 


6-=-Depending on public transportation should be emphasized because this will reduce 
the energy consumption. In this connection, it is appropriate to consider various 
matters including the use of emall cars, the transportation inside the cities, 
treatment of direct traffic, and the speed of the transportation vehicles. Also 
the use of trains that use petroleum fuels or electrical trains. All of these will 
open wide ranges to an economic and ecientific objective look for the current and 
future planning. 


J==The absence of regular maintenance for the equipments and tools which produce, 
use, or tranemit energy in plants, organizations, and units is one of the factors 
that contributes to waste of energy. Therefore, it is a must to repair the troubles 
that occur a8 soon as they take place and watch for better operation in order to 
avoid the unnecessary waste and squander of energy. At this point, it should be 
mentioned that the repair of automobiles motors and other transportation means 

will always help saving energy. 


8--Paying attention to the heating and cooling temperatures determined for heat ing 
and cooling in the departments. Exceeding the determined temperature limits is an 
unnecessary waste, therefore, watching the determined limits of temperature and 
controlling it will have good economic and energy returns. 
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These are some ideas and observations put forward at this stage for the purpose of 
guiding the energy consumption, These broad guidelines for regulating the energy 
consumption require conducting more detailed studies with regard to the responei- 
bilities of various departments, organizations, and projects of both production and 
service sectors, Therefore, the National Commission appeale to officiale responsible 
for these unite to pay 4 especial attention to the energy iesue, to guide ite con- 
sumption, and to stop the unnecessary waste in consumption of petroleum and elec- 
tricity, They also should pay attention to the unnecessary use of electricity for 
lighting and the use of heating and cooling equipmente at times other than regular 
working houre. We would like to emphasize the importance of following an effective 
fuel policy which regulates the consumption and avoid the waste. All of use should 
make energy conservation a social habit in every facility which coneumes energy in 
all ite forme. We should adapt this habit at home, in the plant, in the department, 
and everywhere because the subject is directly related to the national and economic 
responsibilities of our nation and the issue of civilization which our nation looks 
forward to it under the leadership of our leader and president Saddam Huesein and 
our party, the Arab Bath Soctaliet Party. 


[The following box is published at end of article. } 
Conserving Energy and Guiding Its Consumption 


In our country, the price for the litre of the excellent gas is 40 file, and of the 
improved gas is 30 file. It is sold for 1/2 dinar in some countries. Please don't 
waste it. 


-=The price for the litre of white petroleum (kerosine) is 7 file all over the 
country which is less than the cost of ite refining. The cost of transporting it 
to the filling stations in some governorates reaches the double of its price. The 
extravagance in the consumption of white petroleum doubles the loss. 


Dear Citizen: 


The state offers us the litre of the excellent gas for 40 file and 30 fils for the 
improved type throughout the country. It is sold for more than one-half a dinar 
in some countries and the same thing for other types of fuel. 


Ie it right to miemanage our valuable wealth and waste its consumption? 
Brethren: 


The ideal use of fuel and conserving the energy is a cultural issue. It is an 
indication of civilization. 


Dear Citizen: 


The wise consumption of petroleum products is a support to our national economy. 


Dear Citizen: 


Turning on lights in your home without a need for that is a loss to both you and 
the national economy. 


9607 
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OBJECTIVES TO DEVELOP AGRICULTURAL SECTOR DISCUSSED 


Baghdad BAGHDAD OBSERVER in English 13 Jan 81 p 2 


“Lraq-=-Possible Food Supplier to the Arab 


[Article by Shihab al-Timimi: 
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ISRAEL 


PAPER LNTERVIEWS UNIFIL'S ERSKINE 
TAL41125 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 14 Jan 81 pp 1, 15 


[Report by Me'ir Hare'uveni: “General Erskine, UN Commander in Lebanon, 
to MA'ARIV: ‘We Prevent Most Infiltrations'") 


[Excerpt] "The security of the settlements in northern Israel and the ongoing 
security along the border between Israel and Lebanon are more important to 

us than any other task, Therefore, we devote over 5O percent of our time to 
operations aimed at preventing the infiltration of armed squads across the 
border. 


"UNIFIL personnel will reap no benefit if they lose control over the squads’ 
infiltration attempts. So far we have succeeded in blocking most of the 
penetrations these squads have attempted to carry out. The UNIFIL force 
cannot be a 100 percent security barrier. That is not possible. The hilly 
terrain in southern Lebanon is extremely difficult and we do not have enough 
people to station everywhere all the time. Hardly a day passes in which 
infiltration attempts are not discovered. You read and hear about an 
attack that was perpetrated or a firefight with one squad or another only 
when we do not manage to block them. The security of the border is more 
important for us than anything else, and given the conditions we are doing 
the best we can." This was stated yesterday by the UNIFIL commander in 
southern Lebanon, Maj Gen Emmanuel Erskine in an interview with this 
reporter held at the UNIFIL command in Nahariya. 





General Erskine stressed that a few penetrations by terrorists had been 
successful thanks to the collaboration between the organizations and residents 
of the villages in the area of southern Lebanon and in the border region. 
Thought must be given to how to cope with this problem. "I have directed the 
attention of [northern command's commanding officer) Major General Ben-Gal 
and of Major Haddad to this matter." 


General Erskine is aware that global political considerations affect decision- 
making and policy-setting in the UN General Assembly and the Security Council 
and in the UN establishment in New York. However, "I cannot confirm that 
because of this fact I receive guidelines of one sort or another regarding 
how to perform UNIFIL's missions in the region. We here are not politicians 
but soldiers," he said. 
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At the outset of the talk General Erskine asked that we not go too deeply 
into the issue of the accusations concerning IDF personnel's mutilation of 
bodies of terrorists killed in southern Lebanon 2 weeks ago, However, the 
UNIFIL commander did relate that he had suggested to the commanding officer 
of northern command that an international commission of inquiry be set up to 
look into the accusations, 


"Yanosh (Maj Gen Avigdor Ben-Gal's nickname] replied that he would prefer a 
joint LDP-<UNIFIL inquiry. 1 agreed and Major General Ben-Gal obtained the 
consent of Lieutenant General Eytan to this proposal. 1 applied to head- 
quarters in New York, but they thought that because the bodies had been 
outeide for 4 days in rough weather and had then been interred for almpet 

2 weeks, any examination made would not be effective. In New York they 
preferred a political approach to the subject at the foreign affaires level 
between UN headquarters and the Ieraeli Foreign Ministry. | passed on this 
reply to Major General Ben-Gal. 


"When thie affair began I was not here but in New York (for the debate on 
extending UNIFIL's mandate). It was only on 2 January that | returned to 
israel, and by then the affair was already at ite height, and I could not 
provide any information beyond what had already been widely publicized. 

| feel that it is not appropriate for UNIFIL to continue to broaden the 
discussion of this matter.” 


General Erskine notes that ever since UNIFIL began operating in the region, 
"We have been the object of suspicion on the part of the Israeli public. 

I think that in the course of time these suspicions have been clarified and 
have dissipated, and a relationship of trust and dialogue has been forged 
between UNIFIL and the IDF, even if agreement does not exist on everything. 
The general noted his close personal relations with Major General Ben-Gal, 
saying: “We address each other by our first names, Emmanuel and Yanosh.” 


General Erskine is convinced that Israeli public opinion recognizes the 
moderating and calming influence of the UNIFIL force in southern Lebanon. 
"We have contributed much,” he says, “to quiet and calm and to the security 
of the population in southern Lebanon also. When we arrived we found many 
empty villages whose residents had fled because of the poor security 
situation. In the course of time most of them have returned to their homes 
and they live with relative security. We help them with electricity and 
water services, in maintaining and repairing roads, with medical treatment 
and in other areas.” 


Asked about UNIFIL's ties with the PLO and the ability of the international 
force to influence the activity of the terrorist organizations, General 
Erskine revealed that since May 1980 the connection between his command and 
the PLO's senior leaders had been virtually severed. “Before that, we had 
many meetings with representatives of the organization, and especially with 
their leaders--‘Arafat, Abu Jihad and Abu (Walikh), but recently we have 
not been successful in bringing about the kind of cooperation with them that 
we would like to see.” 











TRAQL NUCLEAR THREAT PUT IN PERSPECTIVE 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 15, 16 Sep 80 


[Article by Yoram Niarod: “Strategic Threat and Political Risk; Can Bagdad Be 
Denied Nuclear Weapons?" ) 


[15 Sep 80 p 7) 


[Text] Of all the Arab estates, Iraq ie the most vociferous in ite verbal attacks 
on Ierael. Not in all cases ie verbal aggression more indicative of one's inten- 
tions than diplomatic language. Sometimes it covers up weakness. Yet such ag- 
gression has ite own dynamics and can impel the parties to engage in bloodshed 
under unforeseeable circumstances. 


The combination of a statement of intent to bomb Tel Aviv and technological ad- 
vance in the nuclear field makes it necessary to look upon Iraq as 4 top security 
risk in the long run. Libya, which competes with Iraq in ite shrillness, does 
not display euch a combination. Ite president has shown interest in acquiring 
nuclear military capability in the world market, but soon found out that such a 
market does not exist, despite the aythe in the popular press. The door to ob- 
taining ready-made military nuclear might is still tightly locked. The five 
nuclear powers (that is, those who have known operative nuclear weapons) sys~- 
tematically and resolutely limit the possibility of additional countries joining 
the club. One could question the morality of this policy and its effectiveness, 
but these are two separate questions. 


There are four other countries which are considered to be on the threshold of the 
“nuclear club." Those countries succeeded in developing a technological base 
free of direct external limitations at a time when the attempt to stop the pro- 
liferation of nuclear weapons was not effective. However, those means have be- 
come more efficient since India, one of the four, exploded a nuclear device in 
1974. 


Iraq's nuclear base is still in ite infancy, but Iraq has long range plans. If 
Iraq goes ahead with nuclear development for military ends (and, for that matter, 
any country with a technological base can exercise this option in a given period 
of time once the decision is reached), the region will be dragged into an armament 
race at an exhausting rate, without securing the balance of determent which, for 
the time being, prevents nuclear attacks between the superpowers. 
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The Iraqi threat presents Israel with an oppressive military and political chal- 
lenge. The challenge is military, since the worst eventuality must be reckoned 
with; 1¢ te political, because every move or lack of will influence the relations 
with a series of nations, including those who have a vital interest of preventing 
the military use of nuclear technology both in Iraq and in lerael. 


This double challenge presents an old problem in the study of strategy. Prepared- 
hess in the worst case creates the dynamics which brings about ite fulfillment. 
Thies contradicts political moves, which are intended to remove such an eventuality. 


The Option to Be Decided 


Let us clarify this question in a general consideration of the nuclear field. A 
certain country is constantly threatened by its neighbors. Its preparation for 
a defensive war does not justify a nuclear response, as long as the existing in- 
ternational arrangement persists, which does not allow trading in nuclear weapons 
and in means to produce such weapons. But if the existing arrangement collapses 
and the restrictions on transferring knowhow and military means are removed, the 
united or divided adversaries of this hypothetical state may pay the suppliers of 
the nuclear weapons for both the weapons they buy and for the weapons and equip- 
ment which they were not given (we will not consider another hypothetical situa- 
tion, in which a certain country decided that its best strategy is nuclear deter- 
rent balance--but refrains from being the first to announce it and causes her ad- 
versaries to do it). 


If the concern over the bad possibility is foremost in the considerations of that 
state, it will take the following steps: it will divert resources to ward off 

the danger and will refuse to take part in international arrangements which can- 
not--according to this concern--stop its adversaries. It will then help undermine 
those arrangements and will help its adversaries achieve their goal--nuclear arm- 
ing from abroad, causing economic and social attenuation and political isolation. 
The result will be a nuclear armament race, too expensive for that country and 
cheap enough for its adversaries, in which the limit of economic attentuation will 
also be the Limit of military deterrent. 


If the trust in international arrangements and the ability of an agreement to pre- 
vent the distribution of nuclear weapons and to safeguard it from a surprise pre- 
vaile--it will make known its refraining from developing military nuclear tech- 
nology and will submit itself unconditionally to international control arrange- 
ments. Such arrangements will insure, in return for relinquishing some of its 
sovereignty, a similar relinquishing on the part of its adversaries, if they are 
signatories to the same agreement, and an explicit, though not contractual com- 
mitment, according to which the nuclear powers together, or each one separately, 
will provide it with nuclear defense against such threat or attack. Such an ap- 
proach is no less dangerous than the opposite polarization, in the direction of 
the military option. The system of internation arrangements for prevention of 
nuclear proliferation is still far from perfect--to rely upon it unconditionally. 
On the other hand, the very fact of another country joining it brings it closer 
to perfection, in that it brings it closer to becoming universal and strengthens 
the tendency against proliferation. The ideal solution to this problem contains 











military ae well as political elements and it can tip either way, according to 
the degree of certainty in assessing the opponent's nuclear capability or the 
ability of the international system to prevent such capability. 


Political Isolation 


If we assume, as does A. Schweitzer of HA'ARETZ, that “developing the Iraqi nu- 
Clear option is only the latest step, though qualitatively unique, in an unbridled 
armament race," then there is no choice but to “prepare the tools," as was con- 
cluded by the Israel radio correspondent after reporting on a public lecture by 
the head of the opposition on 3 September. Schweitzer assumes that if Israel 
gets involved in the nuclear option and assigns “unconventional weapons to be in- 
cluded in the IDF's offensive system," the move will inevitably lead to “terri- 
torial shrinkage," or what Colonel (ret.) Yashkeh Shadmi, the strategic expert 

of the DMC referred to as “Nuclear weapons--a bridge between peace and security," 
in that it makes it possible to return to the green line. 


The inevitability of this connection is not explained, and it has raised the 
brows of some of Scheitzer's readers, who respect his lucid treatment of foreign 
affairs and security. But the explanation is simple, if it is related to the 
enormous effort which four of the five nuclear powers make to prevent the pro- 
Liferation of nuclear weapons among additional nations (the fifth, China, denounces 
the hypocrisy of this effort, but fortunately for mankind it is twice as hypocrit- 
ical and follows the same rule). 


Ever since India has broken its promise not to manufacture atomic explosives, 
there is no export of nuclear equipment from the producing nations——by agreement 
encompassing all of them--unless the importing country has made a commitment not 
to produce bombs. This commitment is contractual and allows for control to in- 
sure the fulfillment of the commitment in all the nuclear facilities of the im- 
porting country. The control done by the supreme authority of the International 
Agency for Nuclear Energy (IAEA) in Vienna, which numbers today over 100 coun- 
tries, including such adversary industrial countries as East and West Germany. 
India, the only country in the past decade which has taken the step of testing 
its own nuclear explosives, was able to do it by using plutogenic reactors ac— 
quired in Canada without a control commitment. The breaking of trust aggravated 
the relations between the two countries, and made Canada one of the most zealous 
in demanding control. 


After India had crossed the nuclear threshold, the party of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 
became strong in Pakistan. This party advocated independent Pakistani nuclear 
power. Secretary of State Kissinger warned Bhutto personally against breaking 
the international agreement which he strove to strengthen. Soon after Bhutto's 
execution the contracts signed in his day with France to buy equipment to separate 
plutonium were cancelled. His successor has another approach: he told the Ameri- 
can government that if it would bring India to the negotiations table to discuss 
demilitarizing the sub-continent, he would agree. Although the United States is 
trying to test this position, it has not stopped tightening the embargo on Pakis- 
tan. The United States is responsible for cancelling the contracts with France, 
for uncovering the Pakistani purchase sources and stopping them. The Congress, 
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particularly sensitive to thie issue, has discontinued all aid to Pakistan, even 
in the face of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. In a practical sense, the 
Pakistani plan for a “moslem bomb" was foiled. Interestingly enough, those states 
which could be the prime target of such a bomb did not express their gratitude to 
the United States for ite efforts. 


The Pakistani episode exemplifies what has happened in other places as well. As 
attempts increased in the past decade to break through the barrier of independent 
production of nuclear weapons, the governments of the 16 countries which export 
equipment stepped up their efforts to close the gaps which permit secret produc- 
tion. 


The Reaction to the Iraqi Challenge 


The ouster of Gaullist Prime Minister Jacques Chirac in France signalled a deci- 
sive turning point in the solidity of the "Exporters' Club." The French govern- 
ment has joined the efforts of this "club," which will not relent in the near 
future and may even become more decisive or desparate, if another country or two 
crosses the threshold of military nuclear production. "Territorial shrinkage" 
of Israel, without defensible borders and certainly without peace, is the price 
Israel will have to pay for implementing the nuclear option (as suggested by the 
writer of HA'ARETZ, as a reaction to the Iraqi threat), which will create a strong 
conflict between Israel and traditional as well as new adversary states. Such 
punishment is, as is well known, a blessing for part of the Israeli public. Is- 
rael will have to endure political isolation courageously and skillfully, if 
there is no other way to ward off the Iraqi strategic danger. 


But are there really no other ways? Was the chairman of the Labor party right 
when he stated on } September that there was no political way of denying nuclear 
weapons to Iraq, and one must act accordingly? 


The chief of staff, in an interview which was published the same day in the IDF 
disabled war veterans’ newsletter, states the opposite. The question was brought 
up by interviewers from different sides and the answer was unequivocal: the reac~- 
tion to the Iraqi challenge must be political. 


Does this difference of opinion convey a conflict in the assessment of the pre- 
ferred policy? Is there a choice? The answer depends on whether the Iraqi gov- 
ernment not only aspires for nuclear armament but can indeed achieve it. 


[16 Sep 80 PP . 13) 


[Text] The decisive question regarding the choice of policy vis-a-vis Ir * 
how real is its intention to produce nuclear weapons and what is its capabili... 


The key to this question is the attitude of the Arabs to the Israeli potential. 
The conventional assessments in political literature of Israel's nuclear poten- 
tial have already caused internal altercations in the Arab world. There are two 
conflicting views. One maintains that Israe’ has carried out its nuclear option 
which is an indication of the “true” character of the Zionist state, which poses 
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a threat of annihilation for the Arabs. This must be countered with an Arab 
deterrent. With the help of such a deterrent it will be possible to continue the 
uncompromising, hostile policy toward Israel until it will wither and die of ex- 
haustion. The other view sees Israel as having yet to reach the point of no re- 
turn in being able to enter into regional and universal agreement to prevent the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons. 


These conficting views have come into focus in the controversy between Sadat and 
his foreign minister at the time when the peace initiative was decided upon. The 
foreign minister, Fahmi, and the journalist-statesman Hasnayn Haykal, disagreed 
with Sadat on whether Israel could be prevented from arming itself with nuclear 
weapons through an agreement. The internal debate on this issue began in Egypt 
even before the Six-Day War. After the Yom Kippur War Sadat had weighty reasons 
to urgently decide in favor of an agreement. At the opposite pole stood Saddam 
Husaynn, today's president of Iraq. He was then second in command in the polit- 
ical hierarchy, and had made contact with Gaullist Prime Minister Jacques Chirac 
of France. 


Chirac, loyal to the Gaullist tradition of selling nuclear weapons as a way of 
financing independent French development, set out on a determined campaign of 
selling equipment for producing, separating, and refining plutonium. Through his 
initiative supply contracts were signed with South Korea, Pakistan and Iraq. 

This campaign was no less determined than the effort of Secretary of State Kissin- 
ger to prevent the proliferation of plutonium technology. This technology is the 
cheapest and easiest way for clandestine production of nuclear weapons. 


The conflict between Chirac and Kissinger reached its peak in 1975. Giscard 
sided with Kissinger. Chirac was ousted and the supply contracts signed by French 
companies to provide plutogenic equipment were cancelled (see detailed analysis 
in my series of articles in DAVAR HA'SHAVUA, April 1979). Instead of plutonium 
reactors and a separation device, Iraq was promised a reactor which uses uranium 
235 (or enriched uranium 93 percent). The Osirac reactor cannot be used mili- 
tarily, which make it acceptable to the Americans who had previously clamored 
against it. 


From this affair, and from the aggressiveness which the Iraqi government has 
shown as a reaction to the changing of the contracts by France, it appears un- 
equivocal that the Iraqi top leadership (or at least the majority of it) aspires 
to obtain nuclear weapons. This intention, whether it is real or illusory, is 
dangerous enough to elicit Israel's highest attention. However, it is clear that 
the response to the danger must be determined by an accurate analysis of its na- 
ture. The question is not whether the ruler of Iraq "wants" nuclear weapons, 

but whether he is blocked effectively. 


Blocking Through Preaching-- Impossible 


lf effective blocking is not possible, then those who have argued from the begin- 
ning that agreements to prevent proliferation of nuclear weapons are not credit- 
able and have refrained from accepting them in any way, global or regional, are 
right. Their advice should be accepted, and as one of the ministers has said: 

















the Lraqi deal may be a blesaing in diaguise, namely, the removal of reatrictions 
on buying power reactors it needs. 


From all indications, those who hold this view are not right. There are clear 
signe that Iraq has been effectively blocked. To the best of our knowledge, 

this blocking was done by the non-proliferation system which has proven its credi- 
bility without exception. But before we turn to those signs, we must correct a 
common mistake: civilian and military technology are not the same. On the con= 
trary, choosing the .oute of civilian technology can in iteelf indicate the exis- 
tence or absence of hidden intentions. This is the touchstone of the Interna- 
tional Agency for Nuclear Energy. This agency was established to help distribute 
civilian nuclear technology to countries which make a commitment to refrain from 
military technology. 


There is, then, a complete separation between the regime's statements about its 
neighbors, which may be extremely offensive and threatening, and its commitment 
to forgo military technology, if this commitment is verified by inspection. The 
agency and the member states must help it, as they must withhold help from coun- 
tries which do not make a commitment. 


The Government of Lraq had made a contractual commitment to refrain from produc- 
ing nuclear weapons and put all its nuclear activities under international con- 
trol, in return for aid for civilian nuclear development (29 October 1969). Under 
such circumstances, asking the nations of the world to avoid any nuclear contact 
with Iraq is unrealistic in substance, and hypocritical in form. Let us assume 
that a persuasive Israeli foreign minister is able to convince the governments of 
France and Italy not to provide Iraq with any equipment, not because it would use 
it for military ends, but because Iraq refuses to give up its demand to destroy 
Israel. Iraq will then argue--and its argumer*s will sound quite persuasive to 
most of the signatory countries of the non-p »liferation treaty--that the treaty, 
which promises civilian aid, is not worth the , .per it was written on. 


If the treaty collapses because Israel has been successful in convincing others 
to act against it, the number of countries which will compete to provide military 
nuclear equipment to anyone who asks for it will grow rather than decrease. This 
strategy may be preferable for Israel, but it ought to be demonstrated why. If 
there is still a tendency in Iraq to look for nuclear weapons, this demand will 
encourage it, just as the verbal aggression of Iraq helps those in Israel who ad- 
vocate nuclear power. As often happens in the political arena, those who part 
ways on the bright side of the moon, approach each other on the dark side. 


Blocking Through Control--Possible 


A clear indication that Iraq has been blocked is the fact that the American gov- 
ernment, which does not relent in blocking any country which comes near to having 
a military nuclear option, has given its blessing to the Osirac reactor deal. In 
effect, this deal is impractical without its consent, since the United States is 
still the main supplier of uranium 235 for the French reactors (the argument that 
what motivates the U.S. government in this area is profit is not worthy of dis- 

cussion in this context). President Giscard, who removed Chirac and cancelled 
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Nis deals, argued lately that thanks to him Iraq was stopped from getting nuclear 
Weapons, According to what is reported in this article, the laraeli media had no 
feason to mock and ineault hia, 


If one argues that the president of a country which maintains normal relations 
with lerael is a hypocrite and a liar, one should be able to back it up with 
facts, Suweh facte may exist, but neither in lerael nor anywhere elee in the 
world has anything come to light which confirms the common argument that France 
has given iraq 4 military nuclear option. If such fact exiet, it is grossly ir- 
responsible to hide them, 





In early Auguet 1980 the "watchdog" of the system to prevent proliferation an- 
nounced that the French=Iraqi deal was acceptable to the agency. David Fisher, 
the senior American member of the agency who is in charge of control agreement 
and the monitoring process, denied in his statement to the press the rumors that 
the Osirac reactor and ite fuel are not included in the control agreement. He 
has stated that the control of all nuclear activity in Iraq had been in effect 
since 1972 (Iraq has 4 Russian reactor of low output) and when the new reactors 
and uranium shipments arrive they too will come under control. 


The load of the reactor is 12 kg of uranium 235 and contrary to rumors, Iraq will 
not get more initially. This is the same material which was used for the atomic 
bomb which was dropped on Hiroshima, and it can only provide one such bomb. Its 
use in the reactor is different from ite use to build a bomb, and if it is used 
in the reactor it cannot be used again to build one. If it is not used in the 
reactor, this fact cannot be hidden from the control. The uranium 235 reactors 
are considered the most creditable from the control point of view. Several coun- 
tries receive uranium 235 of the kind which will be supplied to Iraq for their 
research reactors, including Israel, which gets it for its Nahal Sorek reactor 
which is open to visitors. It was never argued that the uranium which for 25 
years has been supplied for those reactors has been used for military purposes. 
There is no reason to argue that in Iraq the situation is necessarily different. 


Let us look at the unlikely possibility: After Iraq receives the French shipment 
it will cancel the control agreement and will order its experts to produce a bomb. 
Those experts will have to rework the material, build a highly sophisticated de- 
vice which will produce a critical mass in a split-second, and conduct complex 
simulations to make it work. They will not be able to test it, since after the 
test they will not have enough material for an additional bomb. The Americans, 
who have the technological base and the best nuclear scientists in the world, 
needed 4 years to produce the first uranium bomb. 


iraq may be able to solve the technical problems at a faster rate, but without any 
prospect of shaping a nuclear strategy based on one bomb, which is known to exist 
and is unlikely to be activated. In the seantime, it will come under a heavy 
political siege. It will be the first country in history which received nuclear 
material and broke the contractual agreement of its use. Israel will have enough 
time to formulate a policy which will combine compatible political and military 
advantages. There is no sense in this context to bring all sorts of hypothetical 
arguments (especially when the first one is doubtful) in order to determine what 
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the preferable policy will bee-military or political deterrent. Hut it can be 
safely stated, that as long as Iraq complies with the control system, the worst 
policy ts to act as though the control system does not exiet. Irresponsible 
statements by Iraq along with sane or restrained outward behavior do not justify 
destroying the means of restraint or scorning then. 


The right policy for lerael is to look for ways in keeping with ite status, needs 
and security to boleter the international anti-proliferation system. Former 
foreign minister Yigael Allon had originated a plan for regional agreements on 
hon=proliferation of nuclear weapons. This plan was based on the Rabin govern- 
ment's tendency to reach partial agreements. In time it was found out that the 
Egyptian commitment to destroy lerael was minor compared to ite caution in re- 
gard to nuclear spread. According to Gamasi and other Egyptian statesmen, this 
caution has had decisive influence on che direction of the peace initiative. 


iraq a8 usual aleo sides with regional demilitarization (a demand used by Iraq 
to ask for sanctions against Ierael). These days Iraq is one of the standard- 
bearers of anti-proliferation and its vice foreign minister has served as presi- 
dent of the review conference of the agreement against proliferation which was 
recently concluded in Geneva. 


The Carter administration leans toward letting Iraq choose a policy similar to 
Egypt, to allow it to get away from unilateral dependence on Moscow. Such 4 move 
may make the nuclear consideration in Iraq of similar weight as in Egypt. Israel 
may, closely adhering to a timetable, allow Iraq to pase this test. Especially 
since this experiment may increase the international pressure on Iraq to modify 
not only ite actions but aleo ite statements. 
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POLL SHOWS ‘DRASTIC CHANGE’ LN VIEW OF GOVERNMENT 
TA301345 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew WO Jan 81 p 19 


[Eleventh in the "Election Forecast" series by pollster Hanokh Smith: “In 
the January Poll, Only One Out of Seven Replied That the Government Was 
Successful in Most of Ite Moves") 


(Text) The majority of Jewish voters in lerael wants the Likud government 
to fall. This emerges from a poll conducted by the Smith Inetitute for 
MA'ARIV between 11 and 22 January 1981. The poll began the day 

Yiga'el Hurvite resigned as finance minister and continued until the 
coalition submitted the bill on early elections. 


One question was: "Do you think that in light of recent developments the 
government should continue to serve, or should it resign?" Two-thirds, or 
67 percent, replied that the government should resign. These findings came 
from a statistical cross-section or more than 1,200 Israelis who typify the 
entire Jewish population of Israel. 


The recent findings point to a drastic change in the public's attitude toward 
the current coalition government's continued service. Previous polls showed 
that most of the voters supported its continued service despite the bitter 
criticiem leveled at the cabinet. The government's initiative to hold early 
Knesset elections thus falls in line with the public mood. 


Table A. Im View of Recent Developments, Do You Think the Government Should: 
(figures in percentages) 

















Date of poll Continue in the Continue, but Res i gn No opinion 
present set up several ministers 
until the next should be replaced 
election 
Feb-Mar 1980 28 31 4 
Aug-Sep 1980 1 17 48 5 
Oct-Nov 1980 Me 21 43 2 
Jan 19861 21 9 67 3 
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lt should be noted that the question, a8 it was phrased, did not deal with 
apecific measures having to do with the process of changing the government~-- 
such a8 setting a specific election date-=-but with the public mood that began 
to be discerned immediately upon Hurvite' resignation, The public's reser- 
vations about replacing the democratically-elected Knesset, despite its 

many faulte--a Knesset that has not yet completed ite term (and this was 
characteristic of the polls conducted throughout 1980)--suddenly gave way 

to 4 etrong public desire for a government changeover, This indirectly 

shows that the public wants early elections, 


Despite the increasing political tension in Israel, no substantive changes 
could be traced in the patterns of support for the various parties. However, 
the trend toward increasing support for the alignment and diminishing support 
for the Likud continued, with a widening gap. In the poll held for MA‘ARIV 
in January, 44 percent of all Jewish voters said they would vote for the 
alignment if the elections were held then--an addition of 2 percent over 

the October-November 1980 poll. On the other hand, 14 percent of all the 
Jewish voters said they would vote for the Likud, and this is a 2 percent 
decline. The difference between the rate of support for the two parties 

has grown with the alignment leading by 30 percent. This is a rate larger 
than the overall rate of those who are still undecided, 


Table B. Breakdown of Jewish Votes According to the Smith Polls (figures 
in percentages) 














Date of poll Likue Alignment Religious Other Undecided 
— J parties parties 

May 1978 26 33 13 8 20 
Sep 1979 23 % ll 6 24 
Feb-Mar 1980 20 7 ll 6 26 
Aug-Sep 1980 18 40 12 7 23 
Oct-Nov 1980 16 42 12 6 24 
Jan 196] 14 44 10 6 26 


An examination of the results of the polls held in the last 2 years reveals 
a very small change in the support for the various parties, excluding the 
general tendency of diminishing support for the Likud and constantly 
increasing support for the alignment. 


Support for the religious parties remained stable, even though there was a 
slight decrease in the latest poll. This has no statistical significance, 
since this data is included in the sample's margin of error. 


The lack of public support for the smaller parties continues. In the last 
2 years the smaller parties, like “Hatehiya,” “the Citizens Rights Movement,” 
and "Shay" managed to remain above the minimum support necessary to qualify 
for a Knesset seat, whereas the DMC [as published], the Independent Liberals 
and Flatto-Sharon's faction received less than 1 percent of all the votes. 








Sheil, previously above the minimum support rate, hae recently begun to 

lose some of its public support, Small groups of voters chose Dayan, 

Weisman and Hurvite, but the fact that they are outside clearly-def ined 
partisan (rameworks precludes collecting a large number of votes. Hurvits' 
faction, Rafi, will be added to the list of existing parties in the next poll, 


The number of people undecided remains large and has even slightly increased 
in the last two polls, One out of four voters has not yet decided for whom 
to vote ("if the elections were held today"). Those who voted for the 

Likud in 1977 still constitute a majority among those who are undecided; 
former DMC supporters also comprise a large group; some of those who pre- 
viously voted for the NRP, former alignment supporters, supporters of emaller 
parties as well as new voters make up the remainder of the undecided category. 


Thus, at the start of the election period, the alignment enjoye a real 
advantage: it leads by a large margin over the Likud and eo far nothing 
that could endanger its status can be foreseen, in order to obtain a 
better picture of the relative status of the parties at the start of the 
1981 election campaign, we can compare the final results of the poll with 
the results of the 1977 and 1973 Knesset elections. Toward that end we 
also included in the January poll the predicted rate of participation in 
the election by the Israeli minorities. 


Table C. Comparison of Knesset Election Results With Latest Poll (figures 
in percentages) 














Likud Alignment Religious Other Arab Undec ided 
parties partice parties 
. Gewish) 

1973 

elections » 40 12 12 6 -- 
1977 

elections 35 25 14 20 6 -- 
jan 198) 

poll 13 4) 10 6 6 24 


These data indicate that, excluding the undecided vote, the alignment has 
gained in the January 1981 poll the same support it got in the 1973 election, 
which it won. An analysis shows that the current support for the Likud 

is half the level of support it enjoyed in the 1973 Knesset election. In 
fact, the level of support for the Likud is such less than the composite 
results of support for the factions currently comprising the Likud in any 
Knesset elections. However, the potential support for the Likud is much 
wider than can be seen through these data because most of the undecided 
voters are previous Likud supporters who have not yet decided to support 

the alignment. 


Apart from the substuntial decline in the percentage of Likud voters, DMC 
supporters have almost completely disappeared. In the past they constituted 
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the majority of those who voted for other Jewish parties. The support for 
the coalition ase it emerges from the January 1981 Smith Inatitute poll stood 
at merely 23 percent of the crosa-section (compared to 61 percent who voted 
for the coalition parties comprising the government in the 1977 Knesset 
@lection), 


The sharp decline in the public's readiness to vote for the coalition is in 
direct proportion to the public assessment of the government's successes in 
various areas. The ratio of those who believe the government succeeded, or 
largely succeeded, on key issues is presented for each of the latest four 


polls, 


Table Db, The Ratio of Those Who Said "The Government Has Succeeded" or the 
Government Has “Largely Succeeded" (figures in percentages) 


Date of Poll Jan 1981 Oct=Nov 1980 Aug-Sep 1980 Feb-Mar 1980 
Handling economic 

affairs J 14 14 18 
Handling social 

affairs 16 19 18 15 
Handling defense 

issues 56 68 56 61 
Handling toreign 

affairs ~ 27 20 31 
General opinion 14 18 17 20 


The government's popularity due to its actions as assessed through these 
questions was again found to be on the decline; so much so that in the 
january poll only one out of seven--or 14 percent--replied that the government 
succeeded or largely succeeded in its actions. Most serious was the decline 
in the percentage of those who think that the government succeeded either 
fully or somewhat in the economic sphere. This latest decline can be 
attributed directly to Yiga'el Hurvitz’ resignation and the cabinet crisis 
that ensued. The decline in the government's popularity with respect to 

the social sphere was less poir ant and, in general, one could not observe 

a clear trend toward further decline in public satisfaction with the govern- 
ment's functioning in this sphere. 


An especially grave decline can be noted in the defense sphere, where although 
a large majority continues to maintain that the government partially or 

fully succeeds in this sphere, the recent decline may be explained against 

the background of the deliberations on the defense budget cuts or the cuts 
themselves. 


in one area, that of foreign affairs, a gradual continual improvement has 
emerged. It (probably) has to do with the lack of activity in those areas 
where the United States is directly involved. At any rate, the percentage 
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of those who think the government succeeded or mostly succeeded reached only 
30 percent, Historically this is a much lower rate than scored by any other 
laraeli Government, 


The data indicate the close relationship between the support the government 
enjoys in the economic and social apherea and the general assessment of ite 
functioning. Now, after the election campaign has already been launched, 

it is obvious that if the Likud and other coalition parties want to sub- 
stantially increase their chances of winning thie year's election they must 
convince the public that they are functioning properly and successfully, 
primarily in the economic and social spheres. This ie not an easy task, given 
the short time until the election and the general predicament of the economy. 


The alignment must be careful not to rely completely on the resulte of the 
polls, since a large part of its support is shaky, even though one can observe 
a temporary trend toward stability, based on the January poll. However, it 
would not be easy to obtain further progress among the undecided voters. 


The Likud will enjoy a major potential asset if it manages to remain in power 
until the election day. In addition, there are also, obviously, many unexpected 
factors originating primarily in the plans and deeds of three former ministers: 
Moshe Dayan, ‘Ezer Weizman and Yiga'el Hurvitz. There is yet too much 
uncertainty to predict who will win the election. No doubt we can expect some 
more surprises. 


CSO: 4805 
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ISRAEL 


SOURCES SAY WEST BANK TEACHERS STRIKE ‘NATIONALIST’ 
TAO2Z16°51 Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 1510 GMT 2 Feb 8) 
[Report by military correspondent Sha'ul Stav--recorded]) 


[Text] The origin of the teachers etrike in Judaea and Samaria--which en- 
compasses the teachers in the UNRWA schools and the teachers in the schools 
run by the military government--lies in a professional dispute. The teachers 
in the territories protested what they regarded as their low wages and de- 
manded a significant pay raise. Following negotiation, the military govern- 
ment moved significantly toward the strikers, offering them an increment of 
over 40 percent. The teachers, for their part, continued to strike. 


it is now estimated that the teachers strike has already gone beyond the phase 
of the economic struggle and is increasingly assuming the character of a 
nationalist struggle. This trend has been particularly intensified since 
extremist mayors in Judaea and Samaria began showing active involvement in 
the teachers’ struggle. 


The central figure coordinating the strike is Nabulus Mayor Bassam Al-Shak'ah. 
During the past month, Al-Shak'ah met with mayors in the territories and with 
heads of various institutions in order to recruit their support for the strike. 
In addition, Shak'ah has fought to get these elements to recognize the 
teachers’ contro] committee as the body representing all the Judaea and Samaria 
teachers. 


Sources following the strike at first-hand note that ever since the strike 
broke out, Al-Shak'ah has often stated that the teachers’ struggle is part 
of what he termed the struggle against the Zionist occupation. According 
to these appraisals, Al-Shak'ah serves as the emissary of two main bodies 
which are guiding the strike, and which have transformed it into an instru- 
ment of struggle against the military government. 


Involved are Nayif Hawatimah's democratic front terrorist organization, and 
what is termed the Palestinian communist organization in the West Bank. 

The democratic front, from its command posts in Lebanon and in Syria, and 
the communist organization which operates illegally within the territories 
themselves, are now the driving force behind the strike. 


CSO: 4805 
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CABINET DECISION ON YAMIT STRIP COMPENSATION 
TAO21159 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1000 GMT 2 Feb 8&1 


{\Text| The Ministry of Justice believes that the Cabinet by ‘c« decision 
yesterday has approved changes to the criteria for the comp ‘ion for 

the Yamit Strip settlers, contradicting what was published yesterday after 
the Cabinet session, For example, the clause for minimal compensation, 
according to which every settler would have received at least 3 million 
Israeli pounds [as heard) without any relation to the rights he had actually 
purchased, has been canceled, The clause was canceled in order to create 
equality between the agricultural and urban sectors; for the latter there 
had not been any such clause for minimum compensation. It was also decided 
that investments made after the Camp David agreements were signed will not be 
compensated without the approval of a special committee established for this 
purpose. This cli see will also apply from now on to the urban settlers and 
their approved investments will be compensated. The Cabinet decision also 
means that the clause dealing with arbitration for disputes that may arise 
between the settlers and the Cabinet will be erased. Any arbitration will 
be under the supervision of the legal adviser and will be restricted to 
issues within the framework of the approved criteria. 


With regard to the urban sector, it was decided that the Cabinet would com 
pensate the settlers who own businesses for any loss of goodwill for their 
businesses. It was also decided that the Cabinet would contribute a part 
of the payment for the trouble taken by the settlers’ lawyers in the urban 
sector alone. 


The Ministry of Justice sources say that these clauses are intended to avoid 
a situation in which a distinction would be made between the urban and 
agricultural settlers. The same sources told our correspondent that they 
expected that these things, together with the decisions made by the 
ministerial committee for tax affairs, the consolidation grant for the new 
settlement, and the division of the common property belonging to Moshavim 
will decrease the rate of compensation. 


CSO: 4805 
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ISRAEL 


REDUCED COMPENSATION PROPOSED FOR RAFAH EVACUEES 
TA290845 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0505 GMT 29 Jan 81 


{Text} The Justice Ministry has prepared a memorandum on compensation to 
the Rafah Approaches evacuees. Its main point being a recommendation to 
significantly cut the amount the government will pay to the evacuees. The 
memorandum will be presented at the Cabinet session on Sunday when this 
issue will again be raised. As recalled, ministers and Knesset members 
severely criticized the sums decided upon by the government 3 months ago. 
The authors of the new document in the Justice Ministry claim that previous 
agreements signed with the settlers on this matter were not binding. Our 
corresondent ‘Ofer Glusman reports: 


The agreements signed with the settlers did not state the final amount of 
compensation. This amount would be determined according to the government's 
decision in principle. The settlers’ attorneys claim that the decision in 
principle made in mid-November turned the contracts into final documents. 
They also argue that the decision mentions the amount to be paid as compen- 
sation. The Justice Ministry, claims that the contracts were not final, 
because they had to be discussed by the ministerial committee dealing 

with the compensation for the Rafah Approaches inhabitants. The delibera- 
tions of this committee hit rock bottom when the government legal adviser 
asked for equal compensation for evacuees from the urban and agricultural 
sectors. The agriculture minister said that the committee was not authorized 
to do this and demanded that the issue be returned to the Cabinet. At the 
same time, when the amounts to be paid were published, Knesset Finance 
Committee Chairman MK Shlomo Lorincz asked the government legal adviser 
whether the amounts were final. 


[Begin recording] [Lorincz] To the best of our understanding and according 
to the information we received from the government legal adviser, we con- 
cluded that the issue was not yet final and that if the committee either 
approves or rejects these amounts when the issue is raised by the committee 
in whatever form, then this would be our prerogative. [sentence as heard] 
[end recording] 


A memorandum along these lines was drafted to be presented at the Cabinet 
session. The memorandum contains reservations about the document of 
principles drafted by the agriculture minister. This memorandum determines 
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that the criteria for payment of compensation discriminates againat the urban 
sector as opposed to the rural sector, The memorandum atates that the 

Rafah Approaches inhabitants should be compelled to pay taxes on the compensa~ 
tion, Another clause states that the payments are final, A settler who has 
signed an agreement with the state and has received compensation would 

have no claims against the state in the future, The memorandum further states 
that the attorney's fees will be paid by the settlers. A senior source at 

the Justice Ministry described the memorandum as an attempt to place the 
compensation payments on a more equitable basis than the agriculture minister's 
document of principles. The settlers’ attorneys--who claim that the agree- 
ment has already been signed-—-told MK Lorincz that they would appeal to legal 
instances, 


[Begin recording) [Lorincz] I also received a letter from one of the most 
prestigious and famous lawyers in which he told the committee--through my 
offices--that the iesue was legally closed and that he would appeal or has 
already appealed to the court to receive a statement that the issue was 
closed, Our recommendation was that since the basic investment--we call it 
estate [nahla]--of 4 to 6 million Israeli pounds was not put down by the 
settlers but by the government, that is, out of the state's budget, then 
the settlers are not entitled to receive this amount. [end recording] 


Of course, the settlers’ attorneys claim that the estate should be paid. They 
further argue that no taxes should be imposed on the compensation payments since 
these amounts are meant to maintain the settler's financial situation so they 
can afford to buy farms in Israel if they so desire. Were taxes to be 

imposed on these payments the settlers would not be able to afford it. As 
opposed to this approach, there is a survey conducted by the Justice Ministry 
on the going prices of farms in prosperous Moshavim in Israel. The prices 

are about one-third lower than those presented by the settlers. The attorneys 
persist in their claim that if the agreements are not fulfilled--as stated, 

it is not yet clear whether they are final—they would appeal to legal 
instances. 


A senior source in the Justice Ministry said that the government apparently 
finds it inconvenient to appeal to the legal instances 1 1/2 years before 
the scheduled evacuation. One of the lawyers substantiated this claim by 
saying that if anyone thinks that the Yamit Strip can be evacuated in such 
a manner he is merely entertaining an illusion. 


CSO: 4805 
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ISRAEL 


HISTADRUT BARRED FROM JOINING ASIAN LABOR ORGANIZATION 
TA300906 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 30 Jan 81 p 2 


{Report by Yosef Pri'tel: "The Foreign Ministry Has Rejected the Histadrut's 
Proposal To Join the Asian Labor Organization") 


[Text] The Foreign Ministry has rejected the Histadrut's proposal that 
Israel join the Asian Labor Organization and relinquish its membership in the 
European organization, 


The DAVAR correspondent has learned that the director of the Asian section 

in the Histadrut's international relations department submitted such a request 
because of the pressure the Arab countries have been exerting on the Asian 
Labor Organization. Bar-Shmu'el explained his proposal by saying that if 

the organization decided to accept the Arabs into its ranks then Israel would 
also be accepted. However, if the organization rejected the Arabs' request 
then Israel's request would also be rejected and it would remain in the 
Buropean organization. According to him, the Arabs should not be given an 
opportunity to take over such an important forum in Asia, and their efforts 
toward such an end must be thwarted. The PLO has also applied for membership 
in this organization. 


Bar-Shmu'el submitted his opinion to the Foreign Ministry after he attended 

a convention of the Asian members of the International Labor Organization 

in Manila as an observer. Israel's ambassador to the Philippines, Moshe Raviv, 
also supported this position. 


Last December the International Labor Organization executive decided to 
transfer the applications of the PLO and the Arabs to a special committee. 
The matter will be decided in Geneva in June. The meeting of the 
International Labor Organization executive was attended by the Israeli 
representative, Gid'on Ben-Yisra'‘el. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEF® 


WITHDRAWAL FROM NRP--MK Hayim Druckman od the Eytanim circle have decided 
to withdraw from the NRP and have alree + :ompleted preparations to run on 
an independent ticket in the elections. any of the Judaea, Samaria and 
Gaza settlers are members of the Eytanim circle. Our correspondent Amnon 
Nadav reports that Minister Zvulum Hammer recently tried to persuade 

MK Druckman not to withdraw, but his efforts were fruitless. Yesterday 
Minister Yosef Burg hinted that he may change his position and suggest that 
his party support the proposal to raise the minimum number of voters needed 
to win a Knesset seat. Internal divisions prevented the NRP executive 

from setting up its election headquarters yesterday. Minister Burg intends 
to try to formulate a compromise proposal that will be acceptable to all 
factions. [Text] [TA300648 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 0500 GMT 

20 Jan 81) 





CAIRO BOOK FAIR INCIDENTS--The Cairo Book Fair is closed today for the Muslim 
sabbath. However, the Israeli delegation is going to talk to the management 
to decide whether to continue participating in the fair in view of the 
incidents accompanying the opening ceremonies yesterday. According to 
various reports, events almost resulted in a clash. First the Israelis 
were astonished to find that the Egyptian organizers had placed the 

Israeli pavillion next to the PLO's pavillion. The Palestinians were 
allowed to fly a flag over their pavillion, but Israel was required to 
remove signs bearing its name, the Star of David and a list of the pub- 
lishers participating in the fair. Later the PLO representatives convinced 
the management to insist that Israel also remove its flag. The row came 

to a head when the Israeli delegation members tried to remove the PLO flag 
when television teams photographed Israeli ambassador Ben-Elisar's visit 

to the pavillion. [Text] [TA300627 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 
0500 GMT 30 Jan 81) 


DEFENSE BUDGET--The meeting between the finance minister and the chief of staff 
concluded a short time ago at the Finance Ministry. They discussed the 
defense establishment's demand for a budget increase. Our military corres- 
pondent Shmu'el Tal reported that the chief of staff expressed his views 

about the size of the army to the new finance minister. General Eytan said 
that the new budget would not enable the IDF to acquire the equipment it would 
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need next year, The chief of staff said that the IDF's size as well as its 
training programs should be maintained, The director general of the Defense 
Ministry said that the reduced budget posed a threat to the aircraft in- 
dustries, According to him, without the Lavi, the Kfir and sophisticated 
naval systems the aircraft industries would again merely check aircraft as 
was the case many years ago. Deputy chief of staff Major General Adam said 
that cuts should be made according to a program covering several years and 
not just on an ad hoc basis. Treasury sources told our military corres- 
pondent that, as far as the treasury was concerned, the budget was a 

fait accompli and that it should not be discussed further. [Text] 

(TA261624 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1500 GMT 26 Jan 81) 


W. BANK LAND PROTECTLON--Four villages in the Ramallah area--Baytuniya, 
Rafat, Al-Ghadir and Al-Jib--yesterday established an action committee to 
protect their land, after 600 dunam were fenced off in the village of 
Baytuniya. It should be noted that this is the first time that a public 
committee to protect the land of the villages has been established in the 
West Bank. The villagers claim that there is a military base near 
Baytuniya and that the fenced-off land has been earmarked for this base. 
The action committee has asked attorneys Felicia Langer and ‘Abd ‘Asli to 
submit an appeal to the High Court of Justice on the issue. [Excerpt] 
({TA300900 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew W Jan 81 p 2) 


NEW GAZA STRIP SETTLEMENTS--Tel Aviv, 29 Jan--Four new settlements will be 
established in the Qatif Bloc in the Gaza District in addition to the four 
settlements existing there. According to the final program, the Qatif bloc 
will include eight agricultural settlements and a regional center and will 
be inhabited by 1,200 families. Groundwork is underway for the establishment 
of Gadid and Gan Or. Presently some 550 families live in four permanent 
settlements of the bloc: Netzer Hazani, Qatif, Ganei Tal and Morag. The 
bloc also includes two temporary settlements--Kfar Darom and Netzarim--where 
nuclei of settlers are absorbed and consolidated and two Nahal footholds, 
Nahal Gadid and Bedolah. The head of the Hof ‘Aza Regional Council, 
Yisra'el Rosenblatt, told newspaper editors touring the area that many 
families wanted to settle there. [Excerpt] [TA291323 Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 
1130 GMT 29 Jan 81) 


U.S. MIDEAST APPROACH--MA'ARIV sees certain danger inherent in the slow pace 
adopted by the new U.S. administration in handling Middle East affairs. A 
situation might be created in which the entire Sinai Peninsula will be con- 
trolled by the Egyptians without having reached an agreement on the autonomy. 
Such a situation could serve as an excuse for Egypt to cancel the agreement. 
Therefore, a situation is emerging where the Israelis will urge rapid pro- 
gress where the Egyptians will try to mark time. [Text] [TA281132 Jerusalem 
Domestic Service in Hebrew 0900 GMT 29 Jan 81] 


W. BANK WORKERS' SALARY--The military government in Judaea and Samaria has 
granted the thousands of local workers a 21.5 percent cost of living increase, 
the same as received by workers in Israel. The workers have also been given 





other (ne reases, such as higher education grants and increases based on work 
gtade, which will bring the total increases to the January salary to 25 percent, 
The governor of Judaea and Samaria, Brig Gen Binyamin Ben-Eli'EReer, has given 
Qabativeh and Ya'bad, in the Janin District, grants for the implementation 

Of development programs, He has aleo permitted them to import funds from 

lordan for this purpose, [Text] [TA280709 Jerusalem Domestic Service 

in Hebrew 0600 GMT 28 Jan 61) 


W, BANK SETTLEMENT CONSTRUCTION--This week groundwork was begun on the Levona 
settlement, about 8 km east of the green line. This settlement will be 
established on the ridge looking out over Petah Tiqwa and the Ben-Gurion 
Airport. Employees of the Ilerael aircraft industries will live there. 
Meamwhile, groundwork is underway for the permanent settlement of Neve Zuf, 
about 5 km east of Levona. [Excerpt] [TA281227 Jerusalem Domestic Service 

in Hebrew 1100 GMT 28 Jan 81) 


Ww. BANK MUNICIPALITY FUNDS--Janin, 27 Jan--Judaea and Samaria governor Brig 
Gen Binyamin Ben-Eli'ezer today gave towns in the Janin, Qabatiyah and 
Ya'bad areas financial grants for the implementation of development projects. 
He also approved these towns’ receipt of funds from Jordan. It should be 
noted that the funds from Jordan are accepted by the West Bank mayors only 
with the approval of the military authorities. The military governor granted 
a sum of 65,000 shekels to the Qabatiyah Municipality promising it another 
grant of 250,000 shekels. He also allowed the municipality to accept 

20,000 dinars from Jordan. The military governor allowed the Ya'bad 
Municipality to accept 60,000 dinars from Jordan. He also complied with 

the request of the two mayors for family reunions. [Text] [TA271924 Tel Aviv 
ITIM in Hebrew 1900 GMT 27 Jan 81) 


JORDANLAN ARCHBISHOP AT RECEPTION--Archbishop Theodoris, the head of the 
Greek Orthodox Church in Jordan, yesterday part.cipated in a reception held 
by President Navon for the leaders of the Christian communities on the 
occasion of the new year. The presence of Archbishop Theodoris aroused 
special interest among top-level Israeli officials and among clergymen who 
attended the ceremony, but only few knew the background for his arrival. 

it emerges that over the past week the Jordanian archbishop's associates 
sought information as to whether he would be able to attend the ceremony 

at the president's residence. The reply they received was that there is no 
reason why the archbishop should be prevented from attending. A few hours 
later the president was notified that Archbishop Theodoris would attend the 
reception. It was expected that two other Greek Orthodox archbishops, 
Germanus and Vasilios, would be absent from the reception, probably because 
of a rivalry over who would succeed the late patriarch Benedictos who 

died 6 weeks ago. towever, when the two learned that Archbishop Theodoris 
would attend the reception, they decided to make an appearance too. Each 

of the three considers himself to be the appropriate candidate for succeeding 
the late patriarch Benedictos. [Excerpt] [TA271135 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 
27 Jan 61 p 4} 


BOOKS BANNED--The military authorities have banned the dissemination of 
additional books in Judaea and Samaria. The number of banned books in 
the West Bank numbers more than 100. Books on religion, philosophy and 
literature which are said to incite the public are included in the list 
of banned books, All of the books were written by Arabs. [Text] 
[TA3L1434 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 31 Jan 81) 
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‘ALAWL CITIZENSHIP--Golan Weights=-=More than half of the 950 residents 

of Grajar, the only ‘Alawi village in Ierael, have applied to the Interior 
Ministry for leraeli citizenship, According to a reliable source at the 
Interior Ministry, village council chairman Muhammad Khatib was among the 
applicants, Other applicants were said to include several scores of 
teachers and workers employed in the metal and food factories in the Hula 
Valley, Khatib yesterday refused to disclose the identities of those who 
had applied for leraeli citizenship but said: "I personally have already 
got an leraeli identity card,” According to international law, Chajar is in 
Lebanese territory. But due to its strategic location on the slopes of 
Mount Hermon, the Lebanese Government agreed in the 19608 to lease the whole 
area, including the village, to Syria for the establishment of military 
positions. The Syrians often shelled the settlements below from the positions. 
During the 6-Day War the Syrians abandoned the positions and withdrew from 
the area. Iwo weeks after the end of the war, the IDF entered the village 
without meeting any resistance. "The Interior Ministry is checking the legal 
question whether the new citizens are eligible to vote in the forthcoming 
mational elections,” a ministry source said, The ‘Alawites are the Shi'ite 
Moslem sect of which Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad is a member. Found 
miniy in northern Syria, the sect is described as having a secret faith of 
complex origin, [Text] [Yo'el Dar] [TA291150 Jerusalem POST in English 

29 Jan 81 p 3) 


OCCUPATION ATTEMPT CONTALNED=-At the end of last week the military govern- 
ment in Hebron sealed off Schneorson House, near the Hadassah building, 
which was occupied by a group of people from Qiryat Arba’, led by Rabbi 
Levinger, last week. The house entrances and windows have all been sealed 
to prevent another occupation attempt. Yesterday the mayor of Hebron held 
a talk with residents of the town who claim that their land has recently 
been added to Oiryat Arba’ by the military government. The residents asked 
Mavor Mustafa al-Natshah to help them prevent their land being incorporated 
into Qirvat Arba’. The East Jerusalem Electric Compa. , has recently sub- 
mitted a complaint to the Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure, the 
military government and the Israei Electric Company about an infringement 
of their concessions in the Jericho area. The complaint states that the 
Ierael Electric Compen, recently established a high tension cable in the 
Yitav region, meant to connect with the Bet She'an area, in contravention 
of the concession conditions. [Text] [TAO10907 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 
i Feb 81 p 8) 


JANUARY MONEY INJECTION--The government injected 815 million Israeli shekels 
into the economy last sonth. The annual rate of government money injection 
has reached more than 3} billion shekels. This relatively large injection 
results primarily from the decrease in raising capital from the public. 

The net sales of bonds and shares sold to the public in January amounted to 
235 million shekels. (|TAOLL952 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 

1800 GMT 1 Feb 61 IA) 


SETTLEMENTS RECEIVE LAND--Authoritative settlement sources reported last 
night that over the past 2 months more than 8,000 dunams have been added 

to existing settlements in Judaea and Samaria. These are mostly rocky, 
uncultivated plots of land, some of which are state-owned and a small 
number of which are of undetermined ownership. Some 10 months ago the heads 
of the West Bank and Gaza Jewish councils staged a hunger strike mainly 


64 








of thie issue of supplying more land to the settlements, The settlements 
supplied with more land are Ofra, Qarne Shomron, Ari'el, Qiryat Arba’ and 
others, The East Jerusalem AL=FAJR reported on Saturday that Mukhtare 

and dignitaries from the village of Tarqumiyah in the Hebron region had 
received a military order late this January etating that some 7,000 duname 
of land nearby was state-owned and that any inhabitant of the village who 
my wish to appeal this should do so within 21 days. The HA'ARETZ reporter 
notes that this land is designed for a new settlement called Mizpe Guvrin, 
the establishment of which was recently approved by the joint government-~- 
Jewish Agency Settlement Committee despite Professor Yadin's appeal against 
it, Defense elements said last night that another “drive” for taking 
possession of state-owned land is currently underway in the southern region 
of the Hebron Hille for the purpose of establishing two Nahal outposts: 
Ma'on and Karmel. [Text] [Yehuda Litani] [TA021033 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ 

in Hebrew 2 Feb 81 p 8] 


YAMIT COMPENSATION PLAN--Our political correspondent Shim'on Schiffer 
reported that the Cabinet session has ended. The Cabinet reaffirmed the 
arrangements that were concluded for the compensation to be paid to 

the Rafah Salient farmers. Our correspondent noted that in so doing the 
Cabinet in effect rejected the justice mindsater's request to establish 
equal criteria for the Salient's rural and urban sectors. [TAO11200 
jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1100 GMT 1 Feb 81) 


GDR IRON ORE--The Citrus Marketing Board of Israel plans to import 15,000 tons 
of iron from East Germany in exchange for citrus exports to that country. 
This was disclosed by Industry, Commerce and Tourism Minister Gid'on Pat 

in reply to a query by (Sh‘nuy) MK Yosef Tamir. The minister had given 

the board the license to import the iron ore after the board had exported 
cirtus fruits and citrus fruit products worth millions of dollars to 
Eastern European countries. These countries, headed by the GDR, demanded 
that they be allowed to export to Israel in return for Israeli exports and 
this is how the citrus marketing board got its permit. After it transpired 
that the import of Iran may harm local production, the industry, commerce 
and tourism minister informed the board that in future it would not be 
allowed to import anything without prior coordination with the appropriate 
ministerial division. This is intended to prevent harming local production 
as much as possible. [Text] [TAO21143 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 

2 Feb 81 p 7) 


IMMIGRATION DECREASES--Some 20,800 ‘migrants arrived in Israel in 1980 
compared with 37,000 immigrants it 1979, a decrease of 44 percent. 
Absorption ministry director general ‘Azri‘el Valdman reported this fact 
in a news conference in Jerusalem this week. [TA31061) Tel Aviv 

‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 30 Jan 81 p 11 TA] 
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KUWAIT 


SABAH AL-AHMAD COMMENTS ON ARAB ISSUES 





LD251146 Kuwait KUNA in English 1030 GMT 25 Jan 41 


[Text] Jidda, 25 Jan (KUNA)=-The Camp David accords are now dead and the only 
remaining alternative for a Middle East settlement is to revert back to the 
Palestinians, Kuwait's deputy premier and foreign minister said Sunday. 


"All other alternatives would be meaningless and a waste of time,” Shaykh Sabah 
al-Ahmad said, adding that attempts to ignore the Palestinians would serve no 
purpose. 


In an interview with the newspaper ASH-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, Kuwait's chief diplomat 
said the Gulf states are sober enough not to fall into the trap of the present 
uproar about the region. 


Shaykh Sabah, who was commenting on a proposal by the amir of Kuwait on the 
security of the Gulf, said “We can always distinguish between sanoeuvring and 
real battles." 


“Contrary to the thinking of others, we will always play it cool and decide for 
ourselves," Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad said. 


Consultations and coordination between the deeply-related Gulf states are nothing 
new, Kuwait's policy architect said. 


Such consultations emanate from our joint sense of responsibility and our aspira- 
tions for a better future. We aim to serve our economic and socio-economic cause 
through organized channels, he added. 


The trends of cooperation between the Gulf states are always in line with strength- 
ening Arab unity and serving national Arab interests, Shaykh Sabah said. 


Asked to comment if it was an appropriate time for an integrated Arab strategy, 
Shaykh Sabah said the word “strategy” was being repeatedly used without anyone 
trying to determine a specific meaning for it. 


“As Arabs we have always been concerned with the necessity for coordination and 
cooperation because we face a common destiny,” Shaykh Sabah said. 








The very formation of the Arab League was a clear indication of what | (?m@ean) to 
say, he said, adding “through that organization we were able to realize a lot in 
epite of what was being said about ‘negative trends. ' 


“The Arab summit meetings have aleo been succeseful in affirming this coordina- 
tien and | would like to refer in particular to the last Amman summit endorsing 
the LO-year development plan for the Arab world,” he added, 


“We need to create 4 positive atmosphere for planning and implementation before 
we attempt to use the word ‘strategy’ in ite ecientific sense,” Shaykh Sabah 
further said, 


Shaykh Sabah expressed hopes that the new U.S. administration would properly 
assess the past history and the realities of the Palestinian issue. 


“We hope the new government in Washington will behave as a major world power and 
will keep up ite responsibilities and virtues in this world,” the foreign minister 
said. 


“The United States must ignore biased trends and side issues,” he added. 


The elections in Kuwait, Shaykh Sabah told the newspaper, will be held next month 
in a tree atmosphere of democracy. 


“@e are confidently aspiring to a democratic life in Kuwait and | am sure Kuwaitis 
will case their votes only for those whom they believe to be the right candi- 
dates, Shavkh Sabah said. 
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LEBANON 


QUALIFICATIONS OF LEBANESE PRESIDENT OUTLINED 
Paris AL“NAHAR AL~ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 29 Sep<5 Oct 80 pp 14-15 


[Text | Simee AL-NAHAR AL-ARABL WA AL-DUWALI has presented a portfolio on the 
presidency of President Sarkis, or rather, on his years so far as president, it is 
appropriate to ask about the qualifications of the future president and the pre- 
requisites for his presidency. 


The context for the presidency in Lebanon has not yet begun, even though President 
Elias Sarkis is in his fourth year of presidency. With the exception of a few 
announcements by some of the politicians, during various occasions, so far no 
political circle has discussed, openly at least, the topic of the future presi- 
dency, in a way that indicates that the contest has begun or that the field is open. 


Perhaps the dangerous and fateful circumstances through which Lebanon is going now 
has decreased the desire of those who wish to begin to participate in this contest, 
and caused them to do it in an indirect way. The Lebanese does not care about the 
name of the future president, not even his affiliation. What concerns him is that 
the presence of such a president is indicative of the beginning of the end of suf- 
fering of the Lebanese citizen, and the Lebanese conflict. 


There is no doubt that the fifth year of the presidency will witness early attempts 
to begin the presidential contest, whether formally or not. This will be done by 
the pronouncement that this contest is a contest for public service, to save Leba- 
now and bring it back to life. 


What are the qualifications of the president who, theoretically, should ascend this 
position 2 years from now. 


The ordinary qualifications which sufficed in the past are not enough today. The 
country is wounded, its fate is fragile and all dangerous possibilities may come 
true in Lebanon. Therefore, the parliamentary majority, which was important for 
winning the presidency, is not important any more, except as a preforma principle. 
To preserve the appearance of democracy it is expected that the election of the 
president will take place in the parliament. In addition, the parliament is, in 
the eyes of many, not considered as the only representative of the Lebanese people, 
who have provided new leadership since 1975. Also, the principle that Moslems and 
Christians should be satisfied with the president s:e not enough any more. The 














new conditions which have developed and are still developing since the 2-year war 
began indicates that Lebanese minorities have become very sensitive to what symbols 
the presidency has, and with respect to those who may represent them in public life, 
So the Moslems want their representative to be a “true” Moslem, with qualifications 
that are in conformity with the present conditions and expressing their ambitions 

in the Lebanese political arena, The Christians want their representative to be an 
expression of their fears which they felt during the war, and to be a force against 
those who want to actualize these fears, 


If the firet Lebanese presidency was the result of an agreement whose aim was, most 
of the time, to continue to postpone the solutions of the many problems, and to 
depend on time and circumstances, it is now far from being acceptable. And it will 
be even more unacceptable 2 years from now. Settlement of these conflicts are 
deemed necessary. But based on solid foundations, provided it deals with pending 
and portenting contlicte in a way that would lead to an agreement on the solutions, 
or at least to continue to work to find the solutions. 


Lebanese qualifications: The qualifications for the future president are many. 
Most of them may be only theoretical, but all Lebanese, irrespective of their sects 
or atfiliations believe that these qualifications help overcome the present con- 
flict. These qualifications are: Firstly, from a Lebanese perspective, the presi- 
dent must be a Lebanese to the core. That is, he must have an absolute conviction 
in the Lebanese nation, its permanency, its independence, the integrity of its land 
and ite unity. Secondly, he must exhibit confidence to the Lebanese Christians. 
They must feel assured with him, and of his ability to alleviate their fears-- 
whether these fears are true or not--so that they feel a sense of responsibility 

to support him and not to contest him or raise doubt about his representing them. 
Thirdly, he must exhibit trust to the Moslem sects and assure tham that he is capa- 
ble of solving their problems, especially with respect to the injustices which 
their representatives say have been done against them. Also, to convince them 
through practice, that he is their president as well as the Christians’. Thus he 
is president of all of Lebanon. Fourthly, he must have a clear program to bring 
back to Lebanon the youth who is lost between many allegiances and affiliations, 
and to make him participate in every way possible to rebuild the nation. Fifthly, 
he must bring back the Lebanese labor force to his side in the task of economic 
development because Lebanon and its growth depend on them, and because the relation- 
ship between the president and the labor force will help to change many of the 
present political affiliations or to correct them in a way that will serve the 
unity and satety of the nation. 


Arab qualifications. With respect to the Arab arena, the president must be an Arab 
to the core. This does not contradict his being a Lebanese. for Lebanon is an 
Arab nation that acts on Arab issues. Everything that has taken place in Lebanon 
since independence affirms this. Perhaps the best indication of this is the con- 
tinued war, though in different forms, since 1975. In this area, the president 
must debunk the myth that Lebanon does not want to share with their tragedies and 
that she wants only Arab money. Therefore, the Arab role is very important. It 
was important in the past and always will be. it is enough to point here to the 
role of Lebanon and the Lebanese, before independence and after it, on behalf of 
the Arabs and Arab issues, to stop the intentional excesses against Lebanon and 
which aim at robbing Lebanon of her major role in the region and closing the gates 











of treedom inside Lebanon by those who are opposed to the Lebanese leadership. The 
Arab heritage of the !uture president in neo way does it mean that he should join 
one Aftab taction ageinet another. The position of Lebanon does not permit this. 
the natural role of Lebanon is to bring harmony between all the factions, ded 
thie will not be detrimental to the fare of Arab tusues. 


with respect to Syria: From the Syrian perspective, the future president must be- 
lieve in two facte and he gust endeavor to accomplish them, They are: firstly, 
the special relationship between Lebanon and Syria, a relationship that is Che 
product cof hielorical, geographic, human and political circumstances. Secondly, 

to insure that thin special relationship does not infringe on Lebanese sovereignty 
and independence, especially the decision making process by those who are in 
authoricy in Lebonen. Theretore, the tuture president must endeavor, and through 
much understanding, to tind a final solution to the Long-complicated Lebanese- 
Syrian relations so that it will be bared on a sound foundation that will prevent 
the seasonal tuoultse thet are so much a part of so many nations. He must therefore 
be able to speak with candor about the present situation in Lebanon and her ability 
to move ahead in the area of this special relationship. He must also appreciate 
the Syrian situation and must prevent any reaction which may be the result of the 
present Lebanese situation. At the same time the ; resident must surmount all 
obstacies which may harm the mutual relations be’ .en Lebanon and Syria, such as 
the difference in ability, action, population, land area and so on. He must keep 
in mind that a nation is not a nation by virtue of her size but by the ability of 
her people and the degree of her responsibility. The example of these are many 

and there is no need to enumerate them. 


With respect to the Palestinian Problem: In this area, the president must be more 
Palestinian than Palestinians chemselves. For two reasons: Firstly, it is a na- 
tional and a patriotic one, that is, the relationship of the importance of the 
Palestinian cause to the Arab World. Secondly, it is a Lebanese one, for any Pales- 
tinian victory and any step that would bring a just and comprehensive solution to 
the problem of the Middle East with the consideration for the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinians would help Lebanon overcome its own predicament, a predicament 
which the world, the Arab World and the Lebanese themselves have tied to the Pales- 
tinian and the Middle East problem. Therefore, in this area the president must 
raise Lebanon again after everyone has "trespassed" on it for his own interest. 

He must refuse any excessive (action) with respect to the “alestinian problem, for 
such excessiveness aims not at increasing the gains for the Palestinian cause, but 
rather to keep the Lebanese situation in deterioration until the presence of the 
appropriate circumstances that would bring a final solution to the Palestinian 
problem. 


Therefore the future president must, firstly, refute any skepticism about the posi- 
tion of Lebanon with respect to the Great (Arab) cause. Secondly, to separate the 
Palestinian factor trom the Lebanese problems. Thirdly, to prove to the Pales- 
tinians that her intentions towards them are honorable and that there is no effort 
by the government to eliminate them, as they now fear. In this area, they must be 
assured, in a practical way, that a cohesive Lebanon, Lebanon as a nation, is bet- 
ter than a "ruined" one. And that the Lebanese would be their backbone if they 
were to participate with the government in settling their relations with the army 
and to remove all the aftermath of the past mobilizations and conflicts. 


With respect to Israel. The future president must have a firm conviction, pri- 
vately and publicly of the danger of Israel vis-a-vis Lebanon. He must work to 
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remove any [Israeli interference in the Lebanese conflict, an interference which was 
caused by the known war. In the consensus of the Arabs, war with lerael is neces- 
sary and peace with her is not possible unless by the consensus of all the Arabs. 


With respect to the Arab World: In this area the future president must be cognizant 
of the international situation and its complexities. He must be aware of all the 
torces that move the super power to act, especially in the Middle East, where there 
is ofl which is the main artery tor the world industry. He must also be acquainted 
with international leaders, so as to keep Lebanon outside any settlement which aims 
at making Lebanon pay for any expected and demanded solution, 


Therefore, non-alignment is necessary. But it is necessary to know where the 
Lebanese's interests lies so that it can be achieved by the appropriate means. In 
this connection, the president must be aware that international relations are 
governed by interests and that emotions have no place in this materialistic world. 
In sum, the future president must make the majority of the Lebanese--his basic 
political ftoundation. He must remain in direct contact with them, share in their 
problems and make them carry the responsibility which inevitably will be difficult 
in these trying days. Thus he would be able to develop enthusiasm around his 
presidency which would enable him to save the nation and to reduce any negative 
effect from all those groups that seek solutions that are in their interest only, 
though they may be against the interest of the nation. 


Furthermore, the president must be strong and forceful, it is even acceptable if he 
acts somewhat dictatorially for the complex Lebanese situation is in a dire need 
tor an enlightened dictator. History has shown that in the wake of every internal 
and external war there arose dictatorship. For to impose authority by democratic 
means is not possible in the Third World. However, what is necessarily needed is 
that the Lebanese dictatorship--if we can have it--must truly work for the interest 
of Lebanon, and not be as the dictatorship in the Third World where the gap between 
slogans and practice is wide. 


Does this mean that these qualifications are lacking in President Sarkis? Of course 
not. President Sarkis has many of these. However, the difficult circumstances, 
whether Lebanese, Arab, Israeli, or international, have determined that all solu- 
tions or attempts tor the difficult problems of this region must take place in 
Lebanon. This situation has brought injustice to the present president. Thus 
reconstruction of the country is prevented, so is national reconciliation and the 
understanding with the Palestinians, and the solving of other problems that are 
pertinent to Lebanese-Syrian relations. Even solutions for social and economic 
problems are prevented. The only thing permitted is to keep Lebanon as an Arab and 
international battle ground until the right time arrives. 


The hope in the future president does depend only on the personal qualifications 
which he must have. But it depends on circumstances which many believe will im- 
prove in 1982, the time for the election of the new president. What is meant here 
is the change in American policy after the American election. The Arabs and the 
Americans say that the U.S.A. will play a large part in finding a just solution for 
the problem of this region, especially if President Carter is reelected. 


[It is worthwhile to be reminded here that the Lebanese presidential election is not 
just a Lebanese one, though it appears that way. International and Arab forces 
exert their weights in this election. These forces are acting more divertly now in 
the Lebanese arena. Therefore, the necessary qualifications may be, in the end, the 
qualifications that are deemed necessary by most of all of these forces. 
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LIBYA 


COUNTRY LOOKS FOR IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH ITALY 
London 8 DAYS in English 10 Jan 81 p 18 
{Article by Fulvio Grimaldi) 
[Text] Relations between Italy and Libya, severely strained 


of late, are once more amicable, and plans are afoot to 
reconvene the joint economic committee, reports Fulvio 


Grimaldi. 


ITALIAN-LIBYAN relations, once 
buovant and privileged compared to 
Libya's other Mediterrancan partners, have 
in recent months undergone some serious 
tests An aggressive anti-Arab lobby did not 
Miss an Opportunity to blame the Libyans 
for nearly all the evils befalling Italy. from 
the gigantic oil fraud which was made 
possible by covert Libyan supplies. to the 
killing in Italy of dissident Libyans. Even 
the September crash of a Libyan MiG 23 in 
Calabria and the missile that in the same 
month downed a civilian airliner between 
Rome and Palermo, killing 81 and possibly 
fired from a Libyan vessel, were cited as 
evidence of Libya's aggressive designs 

Tripolh angrily retahated to such 
anti-Libyan allegations by confiscating 
various Sicthan fishing boats m Libyan 
waters and by charging that the 
strengthening of the Itahan,. American and 
Nato military apparatus in southern Italy 
was meant to intimidate — and eventually 
be used against — Libya and other Arab 
countnes 

Finally, Italy's defence agreement with 
Malta, a former Libyan protege. brought 
the relationship to its lowest point. With the 
advent of the Forlam: government last 
summer, however. Italians began to have 
second thoughts No doubt a substantial 
cutback in oi! delivenes helped in this 
rethink on the value of Libya's fnendship 

The visit to Rome late last month of 
Ahmed Shahat). foreign relations secretary 


in Libya's general people's congress. for 
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discussions with Halan Foreign Minister 
Colombo, paved the way for a return to the 
old harmony. 


Further visits. set for the first half of this 
year, by Colonel Qaddafi to Italy and by 
Haly's Presi! -nt Pertini to Libya. should 
underscore the renewed understanding 
Shahati had come to lay the groundwork for 
these visits, to give assurances that Libya 
would step up oil supplies from the 10 4m 
tonnes in 1980 to the 13m originally 
promised, to re-establish a generally 
amicable atmosphere. and to clinch a senes 
of huge deals with Italian industries To this 
end both sides. after extremely fnendly and 
fruitful’ discussions. decided to reconvene 
the joint economic committee that had not 
met since 1979. 

Libya's latest Five- Year Plan gives Italy a 
good chance at three big contracts. 

@A $300m integrated stee! plant at 
Misurata, to be constructed by Techint, Frat 
Engineering and Italimpiant:, 

@The new underwater cable network 
between Libya and Italy, whose capacity 
will be increased from 120 to 1,200 
channels. 

@The widening of Libya's domestic 
telecommunications network. to be carried 
out by Pirelli. Sirti and Elettra 

Italy's foreign trade minister, Enrico 
Manca, will soon discuss details of these and 
other projects in Tnpoh 

Ahmed Shahati discussed the 
significance of Itahan-Libyan relations and 
other subjects with & Days correspondent 
Fulvio Grimaldi 








Question: What is the state of Liby an- italian 
relations? 

Answer For « long time we have had 
constructive relations with Hal) s main 
parties, Christian Democrat, Communi 
and Socialist Our relationship with the 
Vatican is excellent: We have founded an 
Halan- Libyan Friendship Association and 


af Tulhwabibyan and a Sathorn bibyan 
Chamber of Commerce. We are oh ating 
stable relations with Malan unneritis, we 
hase our military cadres trained in Ttaly 
and our cachanges are incteasng all the 
hime 

There are critics in Maly of the Libya Fiat 
relutionship. They describe it as a way in 
which Tripoli influences Halian affairs. 

1 have heard such things But what 
possible interference can Libya exercise on 
lialy” Tous, Haly ss Europe -- and as Arabs 
we foster European unity This sould 
create a balancing factor betwcen the 
superpowers. But we also want the 
Furopeans to look favourably at Arab 
unity, for such unity will support European 
unity 
In other words, you prefer a Europe more 
independent of the US? 

We have no preconcenved positions 
towards the US Our youths study in 
America What divides us are American 
poherwes They misunderstand us only 
backward regimes use religion for political 
OF Tepressive purposes 
Libya has frequently been charged with 
supporting international terrorism. 

If supporting oppressed peoples ts 
terrorism, then we are terrorsts Qaddafi 
has said as much at every non-aligned 
conference We support our Palestiman 
brothers. Africa's liberation movements. 
and the democratic opposition in Chile 
This is part of our foreign policy But we 
have nothing to do with terrorism 
Isn't there a contradiction with sour being ⸗ 
shareholder in Fiat and simultaneously 
giving all-out support to Fiat workers in 
their struggle against the ow ners? 
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There 18 no contradiction between our 
deal with Agnell and the liberation of the 
masses in all the world. Libyans an investing 
country, but it does not accept capital that is 
ted to conditions Ours sa tactical choice 
We think we are able to onent liahan 
capital rather than the opposite, and | can 
assure you that we shall neser move against 
the interests of Italy's working masses 
Are you as independent in your relations 
with the Soviet Union too? 

Our international policies are free 
Nobody has any control over them. As to 
the Soviets, they allow us to defend 
ourselves without demanding returns. 

How do you reconcile Libya's vision for 
Europe and increasing oil prices, which 
Libya strongly supports? 

Opec's oil policy has so 
far been undermined by 
American interference in Arab 
countries, aimed mainly at 
creating a climate of discord 
within the Arab world. The 
same kind of interference has 
been witnessed by European 
countries, both to stop the 
unification process and to 
sabotage relations between 
Europe and the Arab world. 








LIBYA 


OLL MINISTER ADDRESSES CURRENT PRODUCTION POLICY QUESTIONS 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 5 Jan 81 pp 7-8 


{Text } 


Libya. last week raised the price of its marker crude 
(40.4° API Brega) by $4 to $41 per barrel, the maxi 
mum allowed under the formula adopted by OPEC Oil 
Ministers when they met in Bali last month. 

Interviewed in Bali by An-Nahar Arab Report 4 
MEMO's Randa Takieddine, the Libyan minister, Abdel: 
salam Zagaar, said that the levels reached on the spot 
market by Libyan crude — about $43 per barrel in the 
week of the conference - would be one of the factors 
influencing the official price. “We in Libya are not 
intending to make unrealistic profits, but we do not 
vant to wll ou crude for le than el pit,” 
said. “This would be a shortcoming on 
towards our people.” 

Oil industry sources meanwhile said last week that 
they doubted if there would be many buyers for crude 
at the new Libyan price. 

In the interview, Mr Zagaar said that Libya “twice 
followed a price freeze’ in the interests of OPEC unity, 
but that now its price’“had to go up.” He suggested 
that the key to OPEC unity was not pricing, but produc- 
tion programming and said his country was ready to 
cut its output. Excerpts from the interview follow: 


ES 


Q: What are you going to do about your level of 
production in the coming year’ 
A We have always favoured production programming, 
which in our view would contribute to equilibrium in 
the oi) market. Libya's production level cannot signifi- 
cantly affect prices, however, we have responsibilities 
towards OPEC and we feel that these could be met by 
coordinated production policies. 

The best kind of coordination is a voluntary move, 
such as that taken by the North African producers in 
September, when we decided on a 10 per cent cut in 
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output. That decision was of course shelved because of 
the war between Iraq and Iran, but we are prepared to 
cut our output for technical reasons. Also because oil is 
a depletable resource. 


Q_ What is your current level of output” 
A: About 1.5 million b/d, we have increased it slightly 
to meet domestic demand. 


Q: What policies have you adopted to encourage 
exploration’ 

A: This is 8 very important matter, since we are very 
concerned to build up our reserves. We have had negotia- 
tions with some companies and have imposed new con- 
ditions, bearing in mind thai the penod following explo 
ration must be a period of self-reliance for our national 
oil company. We have reached agreements with about 10 
American, East European and other firms, the idea is 
that our company should quickly reach the stage where 
it can manage operations * 


Q What are the conditions you have mentioned? 
A Participation in production sharing after a success- 
ful strike. This varies from one area to another. For 
instance, if the exploration is difficult, the foreign firm 
may be permitted to take 30 per cent of the crude 
produced: if it is easy, the company will be entitled to 
no more than 10 per cent. 

We also have conditions for financing the develop- 
ment of fields, and have suggested giving a company 
guarantecd supplies for four or five years as a bonus for 
exploration. American firms are willing to cooperate 
in this area, but as yet we have not signed an agreement 
of this kind. 








MORE STABLE OIL PRODUCTION POLICY SOUGHT 


London 8 DAYS in English 10 Jan 81 pp 44-45 


[Article by Martin Quinlan] 


LIBYA 


{Text} Trends in Libya's production and exploration policies 
may mean the end of the wild fluctuations in oil output seen 
in the past, reports Martin Quinlan in reviewing what the 
coming year will bring to the country's oil industry. 


FOR FIVE years Libya has been trying to 
push its oi output significantly above the 
2m b/d mark. The signs are that this will 
soon be possible, but probably unnecessary 
in the light of price rises. With a population 
of less than 4m, Libya has less need of oi! 
revenues than more populous producers 
and now has conservation firmly in mind. 

The expectations of ten years ago that 
production would eventually top 5m bd are 
thus unlikely to be realised. They were not 
pipedreams, as only seven years after 
Starting oi production in 1961 Libya's 
prolific Sirte basin fields were already 
yielding 2.6m bd. In 1970 production 
averaged a record 3.3m b/d, in Apni of that 
year hitting the remarkable figure of 3 67m 
bd. So why the big climbdown” 

It is partly because the government 
decreed it. Savage and often unpredictable 
production cuts marked the early : cars of 
Libya's oi] policy. A 1.75m b/d production 
ceiling, imposed from | «st April in response 
to the oil glut, is still in force. Before this 
levels of 2.1m b/d were attained, giving a 
total for the year of around 660m barrels at 
an average of 1.8m b/d. That is 12.8 per cent 
down compared with 1979. and the lowest 
annual rate since 1975. 

There have also been marketing 
problems in times of surplus, although 
Libya is not afraid to trim prices to g’ve its 
oil a competitive edge over Nigena's — or 
impose premiums above the Opec price 
when conditions have justified it. But apart 
from msing prices, which have reduced the 
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need for high flow rates, the main reason for 
the drop in output has been the 
government's tougher terms on new 
exploration ventures. This has resulted in a 
fall-off in drilling and seismic work. and that 
in turn has led to pressure for conservation 
of the known oil reserves. 

The oi) companies in Libya work under a 
mixture of agreements, which reflect both 
when they were signed and the companies’ 
relative degrees of acquiescence to the 
Stormy nationalisation moves in the carly 
1970s. Thus Agip. which concluded the first 
negotiated (as opposed to mandatory) 
participation agreement in 1972, operates 
on a 50-50 basis with the Libyan national oil 
company (LNOC), while Esso Libya, 
Mobil-Gelsenberg and Occidental all 
settled for a minority 49 per cent holding. 

In the case of the largest producer — the 
Oasis consortium, which accounts for one 
third of Libya's output — some constituent 
compames were nationalised 100 per cent, 
while others were only 51 per cent taken 
over, giving LNOC a 59.17 per cent holding 
in the group overall. For the same reason, 
the state's share in Esso Sirte stands at 63.5 
per cent. The large Sarir and Nafoora fields 
are now owned entirely by LNOC., after the 
nationahsation of the BP and Nelson 
Bunker Hunt partnership in the case of 
Sarit and of Amoseas (Texaco-SoCal) in 
the case of Nafoora. 

This gives LNOC a production of some 
$50,000 b/d, including that of its wholly 
owned subsidiaries Umm al Jawabi and 








Arabian Gull Two operators — Elf and 
Wintershall — sull have no state 
participation in thew small producing 
ventures 

In addition, there is production from 
permits ewarded on @ production sharing 
(as opposed to concession) basis. under 
which the state takes 65 per cent in the case 
of an Elf venture and 81 pe: cent in the case 
of Occidental. In all, and including 
production from wholly owned fields, 
LNOC takes about 68 per cent of Libya's 
total production. This came to 1.41 m out of 
the 2.07m bid produced in 1979. 

Taking into account the royalty (16.6 per 
cent) and tax (65 per cent) ramsed on the 
compames equity shares of production, the 
government carned revenues estimated at 
well over $20bn in 1980. It is possible that 
the final total was up to 50 per cent up on 
the $16bn of 1979 

in line with the trend in other Opec 
countries, new exploration territory has 
been awarded only on production-sharing 
terms since the early 1970s. This gives the 
state a higher percentage of the output — 
for a much lower financial msk — than the 
concessions awarded previously. The 
operating company must carry all the 
exploration costs, regardless of the 
outcome, and 1s rewarded with either 15 or 
19 per cent of the oil produced, free of taxes 
and royalty. for cost-recovery and profit 
LNOC contributes its own share of 
development costs with onshore permits, 
which us reduced with those offshore, but 
the sum is repaid to LNOC by the operator 
over the productive life of the field 

On these terms, under contracts signed 
between 1974 and 1977, caploration work 
is carried out by Agip, Braspetro, CFP, 
Fsso Libya and Mobil-Gelsenberg, in 
addition to Elf and Occidental with 
producing ventures. 

Contracts awarded since then carry 
tougher terms. To spur the flagging pace of 
caploration, the government two ycars ago 
sought relinguishments of large trects 
awarded carher Some companies vere 
pleased to comply, in view of the incrcasing 
difficulties of Libyan operations, and the 
area under licence accordingly declined 
from about 783,000 sq km at cnd-1978 to 
some 645,000 sq km a year later. Some 
$06,000 sq km of this was onshore, the rest 
being in the fairly shallow offshore arcas 
Awards of new licences in 1980, however, 
have probably rained the areca being 
explored back to the 1978 level, following 
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negotiations on an ad hoc basis with 
companies already operating in Libya and 
with others. 

The government was negotiating from a 
sirong position since, like Algeria, it had 
already threatened to end of reduce the 
crude purchase agreements of companies 
which did not have an active caploration 
programme in Libya. Two of the largest 
third-party buyers, Deminex and Coasial 
States, responded by agreeing to take 
exploration territory, while Occidental, Elf 
and Oasis (all with existing operations) 
were reported to have taken on more 
acreage Production shares are indicated as 
85-15 in one case and, for Coastal States, a 
sliding scale division which gives the state 
between 81 and 90 per cent. Other 
companies, including the state entities of 
Eastern European countries, are thought to 
be currently negotiating. 

The preferred area of exploration is still 
the Sirte basin, south of the Gulf of Sirte in 
the north-central part of the country. All 
»..lds currently producing are in that area, 
with the pipelines running to export 
verminals at Es Sidra, Ras Lanuf, Marsa el 
Brega, Al Zwaitina and (for the Sarir field 
in eastern Libya) Tobruk. 

Further finds in Sirte are still anticipated, 
and about two thirds of the 90 party months 
of seme work carried out in 1979 were for 
Sirte locations Most of the onshore drilling 
ako took place there, and at least 31 
exploratory wells are thought to have been 
spudded in 1979, together with 4 offshore. 

But prospects offshore are still clouded 
by median-line disputes with Tunisia to the 
west, and with Malta to the north. Agip has 
tested ot] and gas in its production-sharing 
permit off Tripoli, which extends north to 
the disputed boundary with the Tunisian 
offshore, with interest centring on the 
promising ‘B’ structure. No further 
progress, however, is reported towards the 
development of Elf's apparently large find 
in the permit to the west of Agip’s. 

Commenting on the dispute with Malta, 
President Qaddafi said in a recent interview 
that Libya would not be the first to drill in 
the disputed zone. ‘We intend to wait for 
international arbitration,” he said, ‘but if we 
do not drill then others must not drill there 
either’ It was recently mdicated that the 
dispute could finally be submitted to the 
UN for arbitration. 

The other main area of interest 1s onshore 
western Libya, due south of Tripoli. Five 
years ago LNOC made a find at Hamadah, 














some 'SOkm® from the cost, and how has 
located five potentially productive 
viructures Semmne and drilling work in the 
area is continuing, and has also extended 
west to the Algerian border Further south, 
Braspetro of Brazil discovered oul 
apparently in commercial quantities 

Development of the western province is 
politically desirable, mm wiew of the 
concentration of oi facies in former 
Cyrenavca Wt has (us featured in official 
planning for more than ten years, bul so far 
the finds have always been conndered too 
wall and too scattered to justify the costs 
A wath export terminal will be needed, and 
another mayor pipeline to the coast with 
spur lines to the larger of the finds made 
wince 1958 

The project apparently firmed ap im 
1977, when a consultancy cont tor the 
pipeline was awarded to Protech and «hen 
capacity of the Zawia refinery — west of 
Tropol, and slated to process crude from the 
western fields instead of that supphed by 
tanker from the castern region — was 
boosted to 120.000 b/d, but there was no 
further progress 

Meanwhile. the development of refining 
and petrochemicals at Ras Lanuf is 
proceeding New port facilities there are 
already in preparation, together with a new 
pipeline system linking the Messle field 
(north of Sari) to Ras Lanuf terminal A 
220,000 td export refinery « being 
constructed by Snamprogett: for 1982 
completion. which will also supply naphtha 
feedstock to a 1.000 tonnewday ethylene 
plant nearby 
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MAURITANIA 


BRIEFS 


MINISTER ARRIVES AT CONFERENCE--The following heads of state have arrived in 
At-Ta'if to take part in the Islamic Summit Conference: the president of Bangladesh, 
Ziaur Rahman, the amir of Kuwait, Shaykh Jabir al-Ahmad as-Sabah, the prime minister 
of Mauritania representing the president of Mauritania, Ahmad Benijara, the presi- 
dent of Mali, Moussa Traore, and the president of Lebanon, Ilyas Sarkis. [1LD241520 
Riyadh Domestic Service in Arabic 1400 GHT 24 Jan 81) 


CSO: 4402 
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MOROCCO 


PRIME MINISTER BOUABID DISCUSSES JERUSALEM, OTHER CONFLICTS 
Rabat L' OPINION in French 28 Dec 80 p 2 


[interview with Prime Minister and Min'ster of Justice Muati Bouabid by Patrice Barrat 
in Pariss “Maati Bouabid in AN-NAHAR ARAB INTERNATIONAL--The Solution for Al Qods 
and Palestine Lies in the Hands of the Arab Countries--Morocco Is Called On to Play 

a Leading Role in Liberation of the Occupied Territories--The African Countries Have 
Begun to Take Cognizance of the Danger That Libya Represents"; date not given) 


[Text] On the occasion of his recent visit to the French capital, 
Maati Bouabid, prime minister and minister o justice, granted an 
interview to Patrice Barrat for the weekly AN -NAHAR AL ARABI WA 
DAWLI, published in Arabic in Paris. The complete text follows. 


[Question] Morocco holds the chairmanship of the Al Qods Committee, and it is on 
this subject that I would like to question you first. Can the liberation of Jerusa~ 
lem be achieved by an approach different from that for the liberation of Palestine as 
a whole? 


{Answer| The problem of Jerusalem is, of course, an integral part of the problem of 
Palestine. But what we sought, in the recent conference held at the headquarters of 
UNESCO in Paris, is to do things in such a way that along with the political work ac- 
complished in the United Nations and in the international organisms, along with the 
struggle being carried on by the PLO and supported by all the Arab countries, the 
peoples of all countries may know the problem of Jerusalem. 


Jerusalem is the cradle of civilizations. Jerusalem is the symbol of the junction of 
all the revealed religions. Jerusalem was the city of brotherhood, the city of jus- 
tice, of tolerance. It must continue to represent this permanently. Thus it is that 
international opinion will be en ightened on the problem of Jerusalem. This repre- 
sents an approach in an area which is not that of armed struggle, of politics, but 
simply of information. 


[Question] In establishing this “climate of understanding" of which you spoke in 
your speech at UNESCO, whom are you trying to convince’ International opinion’? Your 
adversary, Israel’ Or the United States?’ 


Answer) All countries should be informed as to the true nature of Al Qods' problem. 
As for whether the adversary will understand or not, well, its intransigence is obdvi- 
ous! What concerns us is that in Europe, in Asia, in Latin America, in Africa, in 

the United States, people understand the status, the history of Jerusalem thoroughly, 
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80 a8 to be able to deaw the conclusions from it. An aware public opinion could lead 
to a conciliatory approach. To this end, @ sort of Arab “lobby” =-why not ’=-would be 
necessary 


[Question!) Aren't the efforte of the international inetitutions thwarted by the 
privileged links between larae!l and the United States’ 


\Anewer There are privileged links between the United States and lerae! --everyone 
agrees about this. But one must not proceed on the assumption that some day the 
United States will understand and that the problem will thus be solved. The United 
States may understand some day, but--no doubt about it=-the solution for Jerusalem 
and for Palestine lies in the hands of the Arab countries themselves. Thies is the 
idea from which one must proceed 


it there is a bending by the United States in the direction of the Moslem countries, 
it will occur because of continuous effort by the Arab and Moslem countries. Only 
this solution would restore their place to the Arab countries 


it one counts solely on a change of policy by the United States, a change of chief of 
state, one takes the wrong road. There is too auch talk about Reagan. He is only a4 
chiet of state, he will take public opinion into account 


‘Question! Is Morocco called on to play a leading role in this area because of its 
tradition of religious tolerance? 


\Answer|] His Majesty King Hasean II, since he was named chairman of the Al Qods Com- 
mittee in 1979, has held one meeting after another His Majesty is undertaking 4 
tour ot the European countries. At the end of December, there will be another meet- 
ing of the Al Qods Committee. Morocco, country of tolerance, does indeed have a 
leading role to play in the fight for Jerusalem and also for Palestine. 


(Question) If tsrael pursues its policy as regards Jerusalem, doesn't the Near East 
conflict in general risk taking on a character of distinctly more dramatic religious 
confrontation: 


Answer!) Ali Moslem countries are concerned about what is happening in Al Qods. it 
is to be hoped that Israel will understand, despite everything, the attitude of one- 
third of humanity Israci's intransigence may end up doing this world a great deal 
ot harm 


‘Quvestion| What can Europe's role be in this area’ Should it act in @ way that com- 
plements the Camp David agreements, or should it seek an alternative’ 


Anewer| The Camp David agreements have been condemned by evervone. I consider that 
amp David can lead only to clear failure Even Europe sees ths Now, the European 
suntries meeting in Luxembourg want to develop a new approach io the Middle East 
onflact we will do everything in order for these proposals toe go in the direction 
f a valid. just and durable solution 


‘ue stion [en't the division that prevails in the world « great obstacle’ 


Anewer' <Aias!' That's all I can thirk to say 








[Question in the conflict between Iran and iraq, Morocco has taken its stand with 
the amp of Arabiem what are the reasons for thie’ 


\Atewer!) Hie Majesty has detined the position himself. Hassan II is Moslem, Arab, 
Atrican and Mereccan. When the conflict between Iraq and Iran broke out, His Majesty 
sent 4a Celegram ashing the two Moslem countries not to confront one another, to use 
peaceful ®eane to resolve their problem. From another angle, Iraq is only defending 
-ertain rights lt i8 even said that Iraq was forced to sign the Algiers agreements 
im L975 Certain Arab countries which today are against Iraq had at that time re- 
proached the lraqise for having eroded Arab lands. Personally, I do not understand 
the position of these detractors 


we comeider that lraq is defending its own borders, is defending Arab lands occupied 
by the ifaniane, ie only defending national rights and Arab rights. Ae a government, 
we are therefore on Iraq's side in this conflict, 


i\Question For you, the Amman Summit had to take place 


Anewet Not only did the Amman Summit have to take place, but it also had to be de- 
monetrated those who did not come that the Summit could be held without them. This 
is the law of democracy Fifteen countries meeting cannot obey the dictates of one 
or two countries which, for reasons that we do not understand, asked that the Summit 
not take place But it is true that the absence of the PLO and of Lebanon was pain- 
ful for us 


‘Question) There is another conflict that is a daily reality for Morocco--the one in 
the Western Sahara Does it have priority? 


Answer As you know, the problem of the Sahara concerns all the Moroccans united 
round His Majesty All of Moroccan opinion, including the opposition, is united on 
the problem of the Sahara, but this does not prevent us from concerning ourselves to 
the highest degree with the problem of Palestine. 


(Question, As with any conflict, that of the Western Sahara wil! be resolved by ne- 
gotiation. Certain parties with interests in the conflict are showing irritation 
with the contacts already existing between Algeria and Morocco. Libya and the “Poli- 
sario’ Front, toname them: do they have reason to be irritated’ 


Answer!) We have always held out our hand, we have always sought a negotiated solu- 
tion All of His Majerty's declarations, all the declarations of the Moroccan of fi- 

ials. are to this end: to find an agreement with the Algerians to solve the problem 
of Northwest Africa. You speak to me of people who would be irritated if, by chance, 
agreements between Morocco and Algeria came about. I would tell you quite simply 
taat these people have never ceased to be irritated, to be nervous 


| thank that the African countries have begun to take cognizance of the danger that 
Libya represents. The “POLISARIO" (in quotation marks) is nothing but a pile of mer- 
emaries that seems to be dominated at present by Libya Libya has its grip on the 


‘FILISARIO." 


nsider also what the Libyans say regarding Mali, Niger, what they are doing in Chad 
ard all over; that the war that presently troubles the northwest is coming to a halt 
is obviously a source of irri‘ation to those people. Sut so much the worse for them 








‘Question Doean't the persistence of this conflict disturb the Moroccan economy’ 


\Anewer! That is «a tact, we cannot deny it We are putting out 4 Dig effort for the 
sahara, but this does not prevent the Moroccan economy from continuing to function, 
the balances from being reestablished. We are trying to initiate an economic take~ 
ott Our S°Year Plan i6 if preparation It will be an ambitious plan. The Moroccan 
people have always been able to show that they are serene in confronting all the 
probleme posed to them, whether they are of a political of an economic nature 


Question) What place is Morocco preparing for itself in the concert of nations’ 


|\Anewer| > are doing everything in order for our voice to be heard His Majesty's 
prestige ane radiation are known throughout the world And of course, we shall try 
to contribuie liberal ideas, ideas of openness on the international scene. (MAP) 








MOROCCO 


POSSIBLE ACCOMMODATION OF U.S.-USSR GULF INTERESTS ANALYZED 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 22 Dec 80 pp 1-2 
[Article by Khalid Jamai: “Toward an Oil Yalta-- 8 - A Soviet-American Condominium" | 


Text) The Soviet proposal formulated on the occasion of Brezhnev's last visit to 
india is ambiguous. It does not stipulate that it ie a matter of setting up an 
American-Soviet condominium, but is rather presented as a general proposal for ensur~ 
ing peace in this very sensitive region. In other words, this proposal is addressed 
both to the United States and to Europe and Japan. 


What are the motivations behind it? 


According to increasingly corroborative indications, the Soviets are on the point of 
needing the oil of the Middle Fast, whereas up to now they have been exporters of 
this energy source 


A Russian right of supervision over this passageway would establish a certain hy po- 
thecation over this oil that Europe so vitally needs. For Moscow, it is therefore an 
important card in the negotiations on the Euromissiles. 


it is also a means for the USSR to become a kiad of creditor in the Middle East 
conflict 


Finally, it is a means of limiting American hegemonisn in this vital part of the 
world 


For the United States, this region is now “the center of gravity of American inter- 
ests in the world.” 


For Tucker--a professor at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore--whose ideas are 
professed today by the advisers of the new American president: "The vacuum that the 
Gulf represents today will be filled. And since it cannot be filled by a local pow- 
er, it will be filled by an outside superpower. This can only mean that it will be 
controlled either by the United States or by the USSR or by a condominium of the two 
superpowers” (LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE of 8 December 1980). 


In other words, loss of the Gulf would mean the end of the American position in West- 


ern Europe and in Japan, whose oil supply depends, in a dec’.ive proportion (60 per- 
cent), on the countries of the Gulf. 
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The influence of the United States in Europe is contingent on control of the oil 
tielde of the Gulf. The dangers that the United States is encountering in this re- 
yion come trom two sources=-the Soviet Union and the Gulf countries themselves. 


this battle tor control of the Gulf did not start just yesterday. It falls within 
the tramework of the new redistribution of zones of influence which the United States 
and the USSR are carrying out throughout the Third World, and principally in the re- 
gion of the Gulf and the Horn of Africa. 


it i8 an this context Chat an American intervention force has been set up and certain 
malitary forces have been acquired for the U.S. Army at Berbera in Somalia, at Mom- 
bassa in Kenya, Massira in Oman, as well as in Egypt and Djibouti, not to mention the 
transtormation of the island of Diego Garcia into a logistical base. The Americans 
hope also to acquire the bases of Etam and Etzion in the Sinai, which are to be evac- 
uated by the Israelis in 1982. 


The Seviets, tor their part, have transformed South Yemen and Ethiopia into an arsen- 
al and have set up a rapid-intervention force. 


Hut President Reagan has not concealed his intentions to transform the military fa- 
cilities granted to Carter by certain countries of the region into bases in which the 
American military presence will be permanent. 


in the face of this situation, Europe and the countries of the Gulf risk being the 
dupes 


The Arab world wants to be a force capable of preserving its resources, but it is 
economically and militarily dependent on the West. 


As for Europe, what can it put in the field in the face of the American and Soviet 
potential’? It could fall into line with the Soviets, but in such case it would be- 
come dependent while at the same time cutting itself off from Washington. 


For the Arab world, the only possible choice is to line up with the European side, if 
it wants to pursue its efforts aimed at a certain political and economic independence 
trom the United States 


it Europe and the countries of the Gulf have rejected the Soviet proposal unequivo- 
cally, the same is not true of the United States. It has linked study of this plan 
to the Afghan problem. This position is in conformity with the “linkage” strategy 
protessed by the theoreticians of the new American administration. This involves a 
school of strategic thought that urges the necessity of linking nuclear agreement 
with the USSR to Soviet behavior inthe Third World, and by extension, linking the 
economic, political and military questions together in a single strategy. 


in short, Washington would accept a global condominium--that is, one encompassing the 
fifferent questions that pit it against Moscow. 


This condominium idea suggested by Brezhnev to ensure peace in the Gulf is not a new 
one It is American in origin and was advanced a few years ago by the president of 
hase Manhattan Bank, Nelson Rockefeller It was last taken up by the Institut de 
Prospective Politique (Institute of Political Forecasting|, directed by Poniatowski 


in France 





lt emerges, therefore, that Brezhnev's proposal was primarily addressed to future 
President Reagan, The latter will not remain deaf to this suggestion, because if 
fits his vision of a bipolar world 


Moreover, the Republican presidents of the United States have always proven that, in 
their conservatism, they remained great oragmatists. Wasn't it Nixon who restored 
diplomatic relations with China and signed the disarmament treaty with Moscow? 


The world will face up to the desire by the two superpowers to restore "order" on the 
planet. 


We recall, in conclusion, what a condominium is: 


"This means that the two big powers have things in hand and do not let third parties 


upset their relations on pretexts as trivial as national independence or the rights 
of man * 
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MOROCCO 


MOROCCO DECLARES 200-MILE ECONOMIC-ZONE LIMIT 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 20 Dec 80 p 1 


\Article: "Bill Passed Unanimously by the Chamber of Representatives--Creation of a 
200-Nautical=-Mile Exclusive Economic Zone--It Will Enable Our Country to Satisfy Its 
Food and Energy Needs in the Future--All Deputies Call On the Government to DEfend 
our Coasts Vigorously against Foreign Pillaging"|] 


[Text] On Thursday evening, the Chamber of Representatives passed unanimously the 
bill creating a 200-nautical-mile exclusive economic zone. 


This bill, which has 13 articles, stipulates at Article 3 that the Moroccan state 
possesses in this zone its rights of sovereignty to explore, exploit and preserve the 
biological and nonbiological natural resources situated at the bottom, under the bot- 
tom, and on the surface of the sea, as well as all other activities whose aim is "to 
explore and exploit this zone for economic reasons." 


Article 4 indicates that the right to fish in this zone to Moroccan-flag boats or to 
boats boats operated by Moroccan physical or juristic persons. 


The Moroccan state--Article 5 stresses--has the exclusive right in this zone--with 
due regard for the other rights recognized by international law--to undertake: 


--creation or utilization of artificial platforms and other constructs or equipment; 


—the carrying-out of marine scientific research and protection of the marine envi- 
ronment. 


However, the bili provides that the creation of this zone may not constitute an ob- 
stacle to the principles of internat onal cooperation to which Morocco is committed 
and which are expressed concretely i: bilateral, regional or other agreements, ‘ut 
without injury to Moroccan rights and interests. 


By virtue of this bill, Morocco commits itself, within the framework of African sol- 
idarity, to the principle of preferential cooperation with the neighboring countries 
that do not have a littoral. This cooperation, Article 13 specifies, will be defined 
by bilateral, regional or other conventions. 


All the deputies representing the various parliamentary groups expressed their satis- 
faction with this bili, which wil. guarantee Morocco its sovereignty over its hali- 
eutic and mineral resources in this zone, and stressed the employnent possibilities 








that this zone will create. They have also asked the government to detend this zone 
vigorously against the pillaging of the Moroccan coasts done by foreign boats. 


The deputies also recalled the maritime traditions of Morocco and the role that it 
plays in this area at the African and international levels. 


Aczedine GCuessous, minister of commerce and industry, merchant marine and maritime 
fishing, stressed for his part that this bill is “one of the most important instru- 
ments so far examined by the Chamber of Representatives," indicating that Morocco "is 
recovering iC8 sovereignty over a zone that exceeds the surface area of the national 
territory, since this exclusive economic zone is 1.1 million km." 


He also cited the leading role played by Morocco in the area of the law of the sea 
for protecting the acquirements of the developing countries. The minister mentioned 
the tact that Morocco has top experts and professors available in the area of the 
law of the sea. 


Mr Guessous further declared that the sea will be the food and mineral reservoir of 
the future, and stressed that the oceans are the object of the covetousness of the 
big powers, who were initially opposed to the creation of an exclusive economic zone. 
These powers, the minister said, have appropris e technologies available for exploit- 
ing the mineral and petroleum resources of the oceans. 


Guessous laid emphasis on the importance for Morocco of the creation of this zone on 
the levels of food supply and employment, and indicated that coordination of the leg- 
islative instruments relating to the law of the sea is presently under way. 


The secretary of state for foreign affairs, Abderrahmane Baddou, referred to the leg- 
islative instruments dealing with the sea and the role played by Morocco at the Afri- 
can level for defending the developing countires in order for them to obtain sover- 
eignty over their coasts. 


He thanked the deputies, who hailed the creation of an exclusive economic zone that 
will enable Morocco to satisfy its food needs and to find other sources of energy. 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY VICTORIES--The royalist armed forces are continuing their mopping up 
operations in our Saharan territories. At 1300 on 22 January, they surprised 2 
mercenary brigades traveling in 100 vehicles at (Mhiriz), south of (Ras Lahmira). 
The mercenaries at (Oued Remz Lakbir) and (Oued Mhiriz) tried in vain to repulse 
the offensive of the royalist armed forces. The intervention by the third and 
sixth infantry regiments, the fourth green march regiment, the sixth royalist 
artillery and the royalist air force was rapid and decisive. Thus the royalist 
armed forces forced the mercenaires to come out of their hideouts and inflicted 
on them heavy losses of life and equipment. The royalist air force chased the 
remnants of the fleeing mercenaries and inflicted heavy losses on them. The heroic 
operation ended in the destructionof 62 vehicles. Our royalist armed forces cap- 
tured two serviceable vehicles and a quantity of ammunition and arms. [Text] 
[LD231430 Rabat Domestic Service in Arabic 1300 GMT 23 Jan 81] 


ENERGY COLLABORATION--King Hassan II has confirmed to Mr Barre that Morocco wants 
France to be its preferential partner in developing its energy potential. The 
Moroccan authorities have decided to entrust the Framatome Company with the study 
of a project to set up a nuclear power station. Rabat thinks that this project 
could be carried out in 1993. Moroccan ambitions in the nuclear sphere are based 
principally on the exploitation of uranium extracted from some categories of 
phosphates. Experiments carried out by the Moroccan Phosphates Office will be 
extended with a view to installing an industrial production unit with French help. 
In the immediate future the two delegations agreed to set up a l-gigawatt trermal 
power station. The aim is to exploit the Moroccan oil shale deposits, reserves 

of which are estimated at 100 billion tons. This power stat:on will be constructed 
in four separate ?50-megawatt sections. In addition France and Morocco are going 
to step up the exiscing cooperation in the oil sphere between Elf-Aquitaine and 
the competent Moroccan bodies. Current prospecting will be extended to the south- 
east part of the country and "offshore" along the whole coast. In order to step 
up the program atopted the French oil company will probably be asked to take part 
in the work too. Stressing that these prospects seem “particularly interesting 
and mutually advantageous,” Paris and -»at are also proposing to work together 

to exploit so-called new energy sources, notably solar energy. [Text] [LD291553 
Paris LE MONDE in French 27 Jan 81 p 4] 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


INVESTMENTS OF YEMENI EXPATRIATES DISCUSSED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 26 Nov 80 p 19 


[Interview with Muhammad Ghalib Ahmad, PDRY Deputy Foreign Minister for Expatriates 
Affairs, by ‘Abdallah Fari'; "PDRY Deputy Foreign Minister to AL-QABAS: We Have 
Liquidated Salimayn and Opportunistic Left; Expatriates Are First Class Yemenis; 

We Encourage and Welcome Investment of Expatriate Monies; We Give Land Free to 
Whoever Builds It; We Are Seeking Economic Integration Between Two Parts of Yemen 
and We Make no Distinction Between Northern or Southern Expatriate"] 


[Text] Aden--President ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad opened yesterday the second Yemeni ex- 
patriates conference by asserting that the citizens of the two parts of Yemen, wher- 
ever they exist, are first class citizens. Muhammad Ghalib Ahmad, the deputy min- 
ister for expatriates affairs, has talked to AL-QABAS on the government aspirations 
regarding relations between resident and expatriate Yemenis and on the means capable 
of enhancing coordination between the two sides in order to realize integrated 
growth in the country. Following is the text of the interview: 


[Question] What is the importance of the second expatriates conference to the 
country and to the expatriates? 


[Answer! We are devoting major attention to the Yemeni expatriates . .c.erence. 

Our expatriate sons will be represented in it and the expatriate delegate from 
Kuwait will meet with his expatriate brother in America and East Africa so that they 
may get familiarized on the spot with what is happening in their homeland. We 

give these expatriates the right to express their views and observations on the var- 
ious issues concerning their country and its progress. 


Therefore, the confere  .e will be an opportunity for the expatriates to meet with 
each other and to examine their conditions at home and abroai because inasmuch 

as the state devotes attention to their families and their areas at home within 

the framework of the general domestic development, it devotes as much attention to 
the expatriates through the embassies, consultates, and through contacts and vicits. 


It can be said that the conference will enable them to familiarize themselves «ith 


the development being undergone by this part of Yemen. We will hear their views 
and explain to them that which need to be clarified. We will open to them the aven<: a 


jevelopment th -ough the projects ich they will set up or to which they will con- 
tribute. The meland is more deserving of having its son's monies invested in it. 
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Un our part, we encourage investment and offer big facilities and protection to 
every national producer. Moreover, the importance of the conference also lies in 
the tact that it .is the first conference held since the party's special conference 
which underlined the importance of devoting attention to the expatriates, of en- 
couraging their participation in building the homeland and of offering them and 
their monies care and support. 


Land Is Free for Whoever Wants to Build It 


[\Question) Does this mean that the attention devoted to the expatriates is focused 
on investment? 


[Answer] No, it is not so. We are not concerned with the expatriate because 

he has money and it is not that we care for the expatriate only if he is rich. The 
expatriate is a Yemeni first and foremost. We feel all the troubles that he ex- 
periences and he is proud of all the progress we have realized at home because 

this progress is for his children and his homeland. I will give you an example: 


secause of che political conditions in several countries, the expatriates are har- 
assed and their conditions are worsening. There are among the expatriates those 

wio don't know from which area exactly they come and those who can't speak Arabic. 
Yet, we as a state shoulder our responsibilities toward them, offer them consular 
services free of charge and shoulder the expenses of their repatriation and housing, 
of securing work for them and of educating their children. We have even allowed 
those among them who wish to go somewhere else to work to do so despite the country's 
need for manpower. 


What I want to say is that the expatriate must be tied to his homeland because it 

is the last refuge. Many a bird migrates but returns to the same spot to build 

its nest. We give the land almost free of charge to those who want to build a house 
in trie city. 


Moreover, we view the conditions of some expatriates from a humanitarian national 

angle. There is a psychological and social impact on the future of children left 

without fathers and of wives left without husbands for years, as well as an impact 

yn the rightof the family to live happily. From this angle, we say that expatria- 

tion |ae its dangers too, and impact on the Yemeni family and we urge the expatriates 
visit and return to the homeland. The conference is a beginning for family reuni- 

fication. 


loint Sector Is Froduction Hero 


‘Question] As deputy foreign minister for expatriates affairs, how do you evaluate 
he expatriates’ contribution to economic developmeat and wtat is the rate of 

D 
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e>patriate capital in the development plans? 


‘Answer! Some expatriates have participated in the private and joint sectors. 
There are many factories and plants in these two sectors. It suffices to point 
out that the cigarettes and matches plant which belongs to the joint sector has 
won the hero of production award. The modified second 5-year plan (1981-85) has 








given the capatfiates with @oney broader opportunities, At present, nearly 10 pre= 
jects afe presented to the expatriates te study and to set up 46 private sector 
projects, 


We Liquideated Selimayn and Opportuniet Left 


[Question) It used to be said that an expatriate is 4 “second clase citizen.” This 
ie what Salimayn called them. How has thie concept been corrected and what was 
ite effect among the expatriates at the t ime? 


|Anewer) Those who called our expatriates “second clase citizens” have ended, you 
can father say that we have ended them. The opportuniet left wronged not only our 
people at home but ite arm extended radically to touch our Yemeni brothers abroad. 
it ie true that “the extreme left seete ultimately with the extreme right." This 
is What the opportuniat left did. 


We have worked to correct this concept through our lawe, regulations and our daily 
dealings. Our expatriate brothers are aware of and feel this |change! and if they 
came back, they are weleame. Ase for their families, there are new travel regula- 
tions which will organize this aspect and which will be presented to the conference 
delegates to review. However, we want to aesert that reunification of the Yemeni 
family should be done on the homeland’s soil and not abroad. 


Our expatriates are one of our resources and gan is the gost precious resource ve 
possess. There are among the expatriates those who possess qualifications, exper- 
tiee and ekille. Some of these have returned to work in the homeland, either in 
the univiersity or in other areas of the national economy. Let we tell you frankly 
that we feel satisfied whenever 4 national capability returns and whenever national 
capital is invested to serve the Yemeni someland's development plans generally in- 
stead of staying outside Yemen. 


[Question] The expatriates in the Peninsula and Gulf estates own large amounte of 
money and aany of them refrain from investing their @oney in their homeland for fear 
of nationalization. If they return, how will you regulate and protect their invest~- 
gents? 


{|Anewer! Well, | will anewer your question clearly. Some of our expatriates in 
these areas possess vast amounts of goney ai we have welcomed them to invest this 
money in their homeland in accordance with the laws and regulations and with the 
state's development plans. Some of them have participated in economic projects 
which have yielded them big profite while others have been influenced by the hostile 
propaganda against our democratic national system and have not returned. Others 
want to invest their @eonies in the way they want. We say so to exploitation and 
no to greed. A number of these expatriates want to use their money for speculation 
and in profitable businesses. regardless of their negative effect on the citizen, 
whereas we are responsible ‘or protecting this citizen and his stability and 

for improving hie etandard of living. 
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We have an levestment law that regulates the investors’ rights and duties, There 
is ale « lew that gives the expatriates a broad opportunity to participate 
in the «+ og@ of the country's economic development. 


(Question) De you intend to form a unified federation for Yemeni expatriates. 
What is the current coordination existing between the two parte of Yemen, what are 
ite epheres and what is ite impact abroad? 


[Anewer| We aspire for thie (presumably meaning formation of a unified federation). 
The Yemenie are naturally united. Since the Yemeni emigrant carried civilisation 

and prosperity to other parte of the world after the collapse of Ma'rab Dam, the 
Yemeni emigrants have been and continue to be united. The emigrants who participated 
in proliferating Islam in Africa could not be divided. Our present emigrants are 
the same, regardless of the presence of two regimes in Yemen. The tragedies of 
expatriacion unite them and the actual situation of their homeland, which has 

been divided by imperialiam and reaction, makes the expatriates more cohesive and 
united. Even in America [United States), they are united in their activities, meet~ 
ings and national concerns. 


1 have visited San'a' personally and we have studied with our brothers the officials 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affaire [in YAR) and in the Pederation of Expatriates 
the conditions of the expatriates abroad and the means to enhance their ties to the 
homeland and to offer them services and care. In this regard, we have agreed 

that the expatriates will be cared for by the diplomatic or consular representation 
of either part of Yemen in countries where the other part has no representation. 

We have aleo agreed on how to expand our information cooperation among the expa- 
triates within the framework of the efforts of the homeland's officials for unity. 
Thies is why a delegation of the [YAR] Ministry of Foreign Affaire and of the Fed- 
eration of Expatriates in San‘a’ will take part in our present conference. This 

ie something that pleases every Yemeni. 


[Question| Does the citizenship law consider the Yemeni citizen, be he northerner 
or southerner, the same’ 


[Anewer) This is axiomatic. Yemeni citizenship is the same for 411 sons of Yemen. 
The conet ‘tution and all the laws stipulate this. Does anybody think that ve 
differentiate between southern and northern Yemenis? 


In any case, coordination between the two parts in the sphere of expatriates will 
witness greater unification efforts because inasmuch as we have to work ceaselessly 
to achieve Yeme:i reunification at home, we also have to exert efforts among the 
expatriate circles. This is a duty required by our struggle to bring closer the 
awaited day [of unity] which every Yemeni demands. Every Yemeni also tends each 
step on the path toward this day. 


Economic Integration Between Two Parts 


[Question] Does this also mean that the new investment law has taken into consider- 
ation the question of the current economic coordination between the two parts? 





|Anewer! This is an essential and extremely significant issue, We have under! ined 
the importance of planning for any projects to be implemented by the expatriates 
eo that our efforte may be channelled toward creating economic integraton between 
the two paftte=-an integration boletered by the agreements concluded eo far and to 
be concluded in the future in thie regard, If there is a factory in San'a’ that 
can meet the needs of the local Yemeni garket, then we will not set up 4 similar 
factory in Aden, Rather, we will exert efforts to set up other production pro- 
jects that meet the citizen's needs primarily. There are numerous spheres for many 
projects that can be eet up and whose production can be marketed through agreement 
between the two parte after the economic feasibility of euch projects is examined. 
We will give the products of such projects complete protection, Let the map of the 
united Yemen be the miniature for which every Yemeni expatriate struggles and 
which he views with the same outlook and without allowing himself to be isolated 
within the tribel cocoon, 


[Question| How do you appraise the role of the Yemeni expatriates in Kuwait and 
their ties to the homeland? 


|Anewer| What can we say about them? in fact, they are not expatriates. They are 
in their second homeland. They have been and continue to be gore loyal to the home- 
land and the revolution. We will not forget that our workers in Kuwait have 
supported the revolution since ite inception in 196) and have set aside 4 part 

of their income for those who carried the arms to liberate thie part of the Yemeni 
homeland from the Britieh colonialiem. Their support has extended to the deve\op- 
ment plane. The same applies to our workers in America [US] and Britain. There 
are numerous projects, such as hospitals, which have been built with the financing 
of the expatriates. The conference will express high appreciation for the contri- 
butions and the aid advanced by our workers in Kuwait, for their national role 
toward the 26 and 14 October revolutions and for their bond to their homeland and 
to the developments taking place in it. 


Our Relations With Kuwait Are Fraternal 


[Question] Do you think that the political atmosphere in Kuwait is one of the fac- 
tore that help the emigrants to perform their national role?’ 


|Anewer! Our relations with the government and people of the sisterly Kuwait are 
fraternal relations dominated by joint cooperation. Kuwait was the first state in 
the Gulf and the Peninsula to recognize our regime after the independence. Kuwait 
has also helped and assisted us and our people view this honorable and fraternal 

aid with appreciation. Comrade ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, the Central Committee secretary 
general, the chairman of the Supreme People's Presidium and the Prime Minister, has 
underlined this appreciation repeatedly. 


[Question| The expatriates in the Gulf complain of the lack of embassies for 
their countries to take care of their affairs. Is there anything new in this 
regard? 


[Anewer) This happened years ago. Since then, we have sent consular missions to 
the UAE, Qatar and Bahrain. Our expatriates will find greater consular care. Our 
relations with the UAE are fraternal and there is cooperation between the two coun- 
tries. We are also about to open embassies in these fraternal countries so that 
these embassies may carry out their duties toward the Yemeni expatriates there. 
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PROPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


PORY FRESH PRODUCE MARKET REVIEWED 
Aden 14 OCTOBER in Arabic 16 Nov 80 p 2 


{Interview with Muhammad Haytham, general director of Produce Organization, and 
several private sector vendors, in ‘Aden, by Fatin Muhammad: "Vegetables and 
Fruite Available These Days, But How Long Will It Last? General Director of 
Vegetable and Fruit Organization: ‘This Question Requires Several Steps'"; date 
of interview not given] 


(Text) The abundance of vegetables and fruits these days is a tangible thing 
and cannot be denied, despite the absence of other item euch as tomatoes, garlic 
and salad greens. In spite of this, the situation te covsidered better during 
the past @onthe than earlier thie year, when the market « {fered frow severe 
shortages. The abundance has put an end to the phenomero of overcrowded 
marketplaces, which we had witnessed, and has also ended \sappointwent for the 
citizen who could not find what he wanted. The citizen no longer has an excuse 
for resorting to the black market. But will the General Organization for Fruit 
and Vegetable Marketing be able to continue to supply these items’ What 
circumstances and obstacles prevented that in the previous period’ 


What Happened in 19807 


Muhammad Haytham, general director of the organization, attributes that to 
natural disasters; drought in the Lawdar, Mukayras and Mavwdiyah regions led to 
failure of many crops, especially since these cooperatives cover the needs of the 
market in the period from May to October for tomatoes, salad greens and green 
mace. 


In Lahij and Abeyn aleo, the same circumstances led to a deviation in the 
percentage of implementation of the plan. Many cooperatives turned to growing 
fodder in view of its rewarding price and the low outlay necessary. 


[Question] During the period from March to September the market relies on local 
produce. How is the rest of the year covered? 


{[Anewer] This is done by importing according to import programs which take into 
consideration domestic production and harvest dates. 
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[Question| Why waen't that done during the period of the droughe! 


|Anewer|] It was 4 question of loading which in the @onth of Ramadan led to the 
absence of many commmdities which we had promised because of the difficulty of 
obtaining ships to transport commmdities or because of the conditions of the port 
iteeif, 


[Question] Is there 4 guarantee that vegetables will continue to be available? 
|Anewer| That depends on a number of measures including: 


1. Raising prices for producers to encourage them to increase their production 
of agticultural crops. The Council of Minietere issued 4 resolution concerning 
raising prices to benefit producers of a number of agricultural crops. 


2. Supervising tmeplementation of the plan. in this respect steps have been 
taken by the Ministry of Agriculture, including: 


Forming subcommittees in the governorates, including the economic departments 

of the party in the governorate and the director of agriculture there, to follow 
up implementation of the plan in accordance with a new echedule which establishes 
the support system (support system: organizing agricultural production and 
delivering it to the consumers in 4 systematic way and in successive periods. 


forming 4 central committee in the sinietry headed by an agricultural engineer 
and representatives from the organization, the Federation of Felliahin and fro# 
each governorate. This committee would visit each governorate every } aonthe 

and submit 4 report about the agricultural situation in the governorate. 


Work has begun on the system of equal agreements to organize the relationship 
between the organization and the cooperative farmers and the state farmers, 
imposing penalties for violation of or non-compliance with the term of the 
agreement. 





Actual work on cooperative aarketing will begin in 1981. The cooperative farmers 
will be permitted to market their produce direct!y. They will be granted a 

group of facilitation in transportation, storage, distribution and banking to 
enable them to work. In the presence of these measures, we see that the basic 
factor in continuity of supply is represented in the iaprovement of normal 
conditions. 


15,000 Kilograms of Garlic Anticipated! 


[Question] Garlic appeared on the aarket once early this year, and has not been 
seen since. Why did it disappear froe the market’ 


[Anewer] Garlic is on its way to the aarket. We have 15 tons of garlic, but 
because of harbor conditions it has not yet been unloaded, because the ship 

is still waiting!! In addition to that, we are awaiting the arrival of 4 ship 
carrying 35 additional tons. When officials were questioned about mvement in the 








harbor, they said that the ship carrying the garlic will enter within the nent 10 
days if there are no delays, noting that tt arrived on } Hew 80, 


(Question) What delays, for example? 
|Anewer] Rain, of some ships being damaged at anchor. 


[Question] Are there exceptions according to the commdities carried? te there 
special preference given to ships carrying, for example, greens and garlic? 


|Anewer) We have no information about that from the importing agency. 


Returning again to the general director of the organization, he said: “There is 
previous information, and thie question te self-evident because these matters are 
known in advance.” 


Comment: The situation from which Aden harbor is suffering is truly regrettable 
and bad for ite international reputation. It is incomprehensible that 4 vessel 
must wait from 25 daye to 3} aonthe to be unloaded. Such things lead not only to 
ruined commdities but also to disturbances in the development plan and food 
supply problem. 


Industrial Project for Dates in Say'un 


[Question] Why do we import dates when Wadi Hadramavt has about 4 million date 
pales’ Why are they not utilized locally so that we do sot suffer from problem 
of shipment and vessels a6 the aerket suffered in the aonth of Ramadan’ 


|Anewer) There ic a shift toward this by way of — project to develop Wadi 
Hadramawvt by an operation to spray the date pales to preserve thee and develop 
their production. There is an industrial project in Say'un to pack, dry, and can 
dates. Packaging will range from 250 gram to 25 kilogram. Test operation will 
begin on 20 November with about 200 tone of dates, and thie is expected to reach 
2,000 tons in 1981. Also, production will be better because of aany steps taken 
by the party committee in the governorate to create better production relations for 
this industry. 


Storage Is Reason 


[Question] There is an opposite phenomenon behind the disappearance of 
commodities. Scmetimes there is a surplue of certain commodities and they may 


even go to waste. Why? 


[Anewer] This is attributable to 4 shortage of warehouses. We own only one 
cold-storage plant with a 1,000 ton capacity. Therefore we are forced to apve 
commdities directly to qarket. We have now started to build another 1,000 ton 
cold-storage plast to be completed in April 1981. In general our percentage 
of loss does not exceed the international percentage of 10 percent. 















































‘mei! Businesemen, Grocers, Peddlers 


|\Question| According to yout statement of last apnth, operation +f the new 
vegetable marketing syetem for private sector quarters was supposed to have 
begun, but we have not yet noticed that. Why! 


|Anewer) Private sector participation did indeed begin, but it was aot in the 
desired fore, After the tesuance of 4 resolution by the Council of Ministers 
in September offering thes the opportunity, we permitted the private sector 

to purchase some produce on the condition that the price would not exceed the 
amunt for which the organization sold it and prowided that the profit per kilo 
of potatoes would be 15 file, mace and ginger 50 file, 4 dosen egge 50 file, and 
4 tile of ontene 10 file. However, we were sorry to find that aeny of thee 
refused to accept anything but the egge because of apace limitations in the 
groceries of because they demand 4 higher commission of 60 percent, which is 
impossible. 


The second step which we have taken is to convert some of our former vendors into 
owners of the commdities. 


Thies ie what the general director of the organization said, but what do the 
merchants say’ We went to look for vendors, who number only one or two in each 
dietrict. Vendor Ahmad al~-'Arafi in al-Me'la district said: “This sytem is just 
not working and cannot go on. We would like to help the citixens obtain some 
greene easily, but we are sorry to say we cannot.” 


[Question] Why? 


|Anewer|] We are responsible for transporting the commdities and for the fees of 
the carriers, but what do we get in return? In the best conditions, the profit 
does not exceed 50 file for 4 kilogram of red gace or 4 doven eggs. 


‘Abd-al-Qadir Salih sells vegetables in al-Thawrah quarter. He was formerly a 
vendor for the organization. We confirms that the operation of continuity in 
sales is not working. We saye: “A carton of eggs is sold to we for 25 dirham, 
and I have to sell it for 27.5 dirhams. This is unreasonable.” 


te adds: “A sack of potatoes, for example, is sold to a as 50 kilogram. When 
il reweigh it I find it is 46 kilogram, but they refuse to reweigh because the 
previous figure of 50 kilogram ise the actual weight. However, there is no 
consideration for the fact that the production of onions or potatoes passes 
through varying conditions before they reach us. First, they asy begin to dry 
out, and some aay fall out or spoil. For these reasons the sack weighs less, but 


we quet pay for the original weight. 


“Por these reasons as well ae the fact that we quest bear the transportation costs 
we asked them to give use commdities from nearby aarkets, but they refused. 


"I cannot continue, because ay profit is turning into 4 loss. The profit is a 
few file, while | quest pay ay rent to the qunicipality and the transportation 











coete, and | gust feed ay family. We hope that they reconsider the commission 
and the transportation, and we feel that we gust be given other produce.” 


Weight Violations 


[Question| in thie analysis only one last question remains: the phenomenon of 
tampering with ecales. How do the agencies handle thie? 


|Anewer) Thie te indeed 4 problem spreading saong many vendors. For our part 
we have not kept silent about it. There are steps being taken against those who 
are caught in fraudulent activities, and these include dismissal. During the 
paet apath, for example, a number of people were diemissed because of fraud or 
abeence from work. This is another problem, because many of them turn to work 
in other fields for 4 quick profit. Fines may be levied against them or they may 
be transferred to be porters. We feel that thie problem aay be solved by 
supplying new scales which have an indicator, because the frauds will not be 
able to practice their tricks a8 they can with the regular ecales for weight 
violations. 
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PROPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEN 


COOPERATION PROGRAM SIGNED-~-'Abd al-Ghani ‘Abd al-Qadir, member of the Politburo 
and secretary of the Central Committee, has conveyed chairman ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad's 
greetings to the Hungarian party and state leaders during 4 meeting today with 
Hungarian Council of Ministers chairman Gyorgy Lazar. They aleo discussed bilateral 
relations and ways of strengthening and developing them in all fields. “In addi- 
tion, an implementation program for cultural and scientific cooperation between 

ovr country and the People's Republic of Hungary was signed in Budapest yesterday. 
The brother deputy @inister of education signed the program on behalf of the 

Yemeni side, while the deputy foreign sinister signed on behalf of the Hungarians." 
[LD292255 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1690 GHT 29 Jan 81) 
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CURRENT ECONOMIC, POLITICAL SLTUATLON ASSESSED 


Paria AN-NAHAR ARAB R°PORT 6 MEMO in English 29 Dec 80 pp 5-6 


| Text} 


A correspondent writes from Khartoum 
During the second half of November, it was to all intents 


single tele phone 

The lack of fuels is as much due to an inadequate 
distributvon system as to a chronic shortage of hard 
currency, communications and telecommunications 
(the word « litte more than a joke) could hardly get any 
wore Yet, curiously, as 1980 drew to « close, there 
had never been so many foreign businessmen and com 
pany executives nm Sudan 


of Africa and for years | had wanted to take a close look 
at it for myself Whatever hesitations | still had vanished 
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condiuons The current account deficut, which mecreased 
1O-foid between 1975 and 1976, stands at about $650 
milion today, contributing to « for gy debt of $2.5 
bidlion, five tumes ths year's GNP 

The country’s economic ills are compounded by the 

of some half a million refugers, most of them 
from Eritrea, who make up about 4 per cont of the total 
population 

Cotton production has detenorated, both +4 valume 
and quality to the pout where the average feddan (0.4 
hectares) today yrelds only 478 kilos, compared with 
663 kilos in 1970 Overall output has slumped to 300,000 
tonnes a year Since cotton, together with ground nut 
of, account for three-quarters of Sudan's foreign ex. 
change earnings, a new development strategy has been 
put into effect, designed to boost production by between 
7 and 8 per cent per year. 

The cornerstone of this policy us to invest in exsting 
projects which have fallen into decline (owing to the 
detenoration of irngation works, for instance), rather 
than into new projects. Over the next tee years, 56 per 
cent of investment will go to ex cunt projects and 21 per 
cent to projects which have been halted A further 30 
per cent will go towards improving transport and com 
munications 

Suday's only concrete achveverment so far has been 
its relative political stability, Gus springs from the 
extremely strong personality of the head of state, Gen 
Jaafar Numein, who managed to reconcile the population 
of the South to the state through the 1973 Abeda agree. 
ment, which set up the autonomous repon. 

But today, Gen Numein's health o creating serious 

soem. True, he spent five days in Edopia last month, 
wd apparently stood up to the tip well, true also that 
doctors who carried out a series of tests recently in the 
US were on the whole optumstic. But only a few weeks 
ago, Gen Numein fell asleep while conferring with the 
visiting Dutch Fore. “iinister, when he inaugurated 
a major trade fair in Khartoum recently, the head 
of state visited only the first stand, raisng eyebrows 
when he failed to look even at the Egyptian exhibis 

Untd now, the authority of Gen Numein he 
permitted Sudan to remain outside reponal conficts, 
while strengthening national cohewon Today, the head 
of state is secking fu ther to consolidate that position 
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by playing @ more active role in foreign allan 

This policy remains extremely limited in scope, 
however, and two small incidents tesufy to Sudan's 
continuing vulnerability to outude pressure An American 
journalist, Ned Codan, was served with a deportation 
order after wriling some articles about the Eritrean 
question which did noi please the authorities, the order 
was rescinded after the US embassy intervened. On the 
other hand, the Cuban chargé d'affaires was thrown 
out of Sudan a few weeks ago, again as the result of US 
embassy pressure 

The new rapp ® hement between Sudan and Marxist 
Ethiopia (An Neher ‘rab Report & MEMO, December 1) 
may have made headlines, but within Sudan a pitiless 
drive against communism continues The Eritrean 
liberation movements, who had imost to fear from the 
rapprochement between Khartoum and Addis Ababa, 
say there has been 90 change of consequence in their 
relations with Gen Numeiri'’s government, the closure 
of the frontier at Kassala is treated as a joke, and Eritrean 
officials point out that every afternoon trucks leave 
Kassala for Eritrea without bothering to make the 
slightest attempt to conceal the fact 

Gen Numein's government has until now master 
fully exercised the art of diplomacy in order to gain time 
and avert disaster. The hard truth, however, is that the 
army exists principally to put down internal dissent 
and is incapable of imposing its will on the Enitreans. 
who are in any case supported by Sudan's biggest finan- 
cial backers, the conservative Arab regimes. The hard 
truth also is that this country is too poor to realise 
its glittenng potential and too weak to make any impres- 
uon on its neighbours. It w condemned for a long while 
yet to remain on the defensive. 
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TUNISIA 


ADOPTION OF TUNISIAN DEFENSE BUDGET 
Defense Ministry Budget Adopted 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 16 Dec p 4 


Text! Yesterday morning at 0930 hours the National Assembly resumed its work 
under the chairmanship of Dr Sadok Mokaddem in the presence of Mohamed Mzali, 
the prime minister, and Slaheddine Ba‘y. The draft budget of the Ministry of 
National Defense for 1981 was debated, 


The report submitted by the Political Affairs Commission stipulates that the draft 
operational budget of this department is 6.33 percent higher than in 1960 whereas 
the overall increase (operation and equipment) equals 30.6 percent. 


The requested funds total 9,378,000 dinars as against 45,464,000 dinars in 1980, 


Some of the increase is caused by the requirements of the new measures to be 
adopted totalling 7,000 dinars [sic], salary raises (778,000 dinars) and read just- 
ments as needed totalling 13,129,000 dinars. Including the salary raises, the 
net budget increase is 28 percent, 


The eQuipment budget will be as follows: 

Program law: 91,408,000 dinars 

Obligations: 58,051,000 dinars 

Payments: 45,000,000 dinars 

Deputies’ Statements 

21 deputies participated in the debate on the draft budget of the Ministry of 
National Defense, as follows: Messrs. Ammar Ben Aouicha, Said Ben Dahmane, 
Kheireddine Ben Youssef, Tahar Bousemma, Habib Khouni, Abdelagiz Bahri, Abdelaziz 
Khemiri, Tijani Lassoued, Moncef Haffouz, Messaoud Dabbabi, Belhassen Cherif, 
Mhaddeb Chihaoul, Mokhtar Tebourbi, Abdessalem El] Amri, Belgacem Debcha, Ali 


Chabbi, Mohamed Frioui, Mohamed Maalej, Toumi Mohamed Mektouf, Midouni Souissi, 
and Mrs, Zeineb Talbi. 
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The items which were discussed dealt with the ways and means to be used to streng- 
then the armed forces, the need for a generalized defense system, individual 


assignments, women in the army, regional alliances, the national military service, 
otc, 


Let us Develop the leterrent Power of the Army, 


Most of the speakers greatly emphasized the urgent need to develop further the 
personrsl and the equipment of the national armed forces, One of the means nen- 
tioned by Mr Ben Youssef called for a higher budget, for “the better we equip 
our army the better it is able to protect the integrity of our country.” Is it 

& Question of having in army of intervention? The deputies pointed out ‘hat the 
main thing is to have an armed force which could defend the country's gains. Mr. 
Bousemma pointed out that "our ministry ie known as the Ministry of defense 
and not of war, in accordance with the policy of the country which intends to be 
respected by others.” This choice, the speakers noted, does not prohibit in the 
least arms purchases, Deputy Khouni pointed out that "I am reassured by the euip- 
ment purchased, However, I call upon the government to increase it.” However, 
Mr. Dabbabi added, "We must vote in favor of a long term defense stratecy."” He 
called for the diversification of equipment in terms of supplies "in order not to 
be dependent on a single supplier and to allow our troops to be aware of all tech- 
nological innovations in this area," On this subject Mr Tebourbi'’s suggestions 
were in two directions, The first dealt with increases in the defense budget on 
a long term bas 8 in order to develop a credible deterrent force; the second dealt 
with the strengthening of the navy in order to protect our maritime resources, Mr 
Maalej wanted to know the level of required material and human tmining facilities 
which make it possible for the armed forces to protect the territorial integrity 
of the country in cases of foreign interference, 


Military Services © Months or 2 Years 


In the course of their debates on the urgent need to draft all suitable young peo- 
ple of the proper age group, even though referring to the complexities and ever 
greater technology of weaponry, the deputies expressed conflicting viewpoints, 

Mr Boussema, who pointed out that the current enrollment facilities were limited, 
called for reducing the term of military service from one year to six or nine 
months tn order to be able to encompass as many young people as possible, 


Mr Bahri called for extending the military service to two years and the drafting 
of people aged 24 or 25 rather than 20, as is currently the case. Mr Frioui em- 
phasiged the gr at number of deferments granted secondary school and university 
students. He also called for inclusion in university programs of a military 
training curriculum with a possibility to <= it subsequently through prac- 
tical training in the barracks, lasting 3 to 4 months. "Such a procedure," 

he emphasized, “would protect the interests of all parties,” 


Since the deputies unanimously emphasiged the need to recruit all young people, 
most of them suggested the development of a people's defense system purely and 
Simply through a general draft. Mr Lassoued argued, in this respect, that 
“national defense is based on general defense, meaning that the defense of the 
country is the imperative obligation of every citizen.” The deputy called for 
information on the measures which will be taken to train the citizens to bear 
arms,” 
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Soldiers’ Training and Retraining 


In the discusstens on & nonprofessional army, the deputies spoke or che training 
and retraining of soldiers, Mr Boussema asked what was the percentage of pro- 
fessional Soldiers in the armed forces, He called for a substantial percentage of 
Suc’, personnel in order to maintain the armed forces on a high level, Mr Khount 
draw the attention on the importance of the training of military cadres abroad 
which, currently, is behind our requirements and the “aspirations of some of our 
neighbors.” As to the reserve personnel, he asked to know whether or not they 

take part in exercises in order to insure their continuing training and retraining. 
Mr Haffoug discussed the same topic, He pointed out that “former soldiers are not 
being retrained, This violates the principle of the people's defense,” Mr Dab- 
babi added, in this sense, that “the people’s defense whose principle we are trying 
to strengthen through the national organigations and the party has been late in ap 
pearing.” The need for the formulation of a strategy in this sense wes unanimously 
Supported by a large number of speakers, particularly, as Mr Ben Dahmane emphasized, 
this type of defense has proved itself in Asia, Africa and Burope, 


A number o1 Speakers also emphasized the importance of our advanced centers and the 
need to provide them with better equipment, The increase of soldiers’ wages in the 
course of their military service has been described as symbolic, Therefore, its 
amount should be raised, 


Individual Assignments and National Service 


Even though those principles were unanimously applauded, the implementation of the 
first left many deputies skeptical, 


Most of them indicated their disapproval of the current system for individual assign- 
ments, particularly since the material benefits of the procedure are negligible, Mr 
Boussema suggested that the individual assignments system ve replaced by civil work 
in deprived areas, There the benefits would be short or long term, particularly if 
the same cadres (physicians or high officials) would decide to remain in those posi- 
tions, Conversely, national service was unanimously approved by the speakers, Mr 
Khemiri suggested that better cooperation be established between the armed forces 
and the ministries of equipment and agriculture in orler to complete the laying of 
the Ain Draham-Beja Road, Mr WMaalej called for giving the national service a mis- 
sion of civiligation and development, which should become part of the country's 
development plans. 


Women in the Armys What Roles Should They Play? 


Three v'ewpoints were expressed on the role of women in the army, Mr Bahri cate- 
gorically opposed the recruitment of women, “Military service must be mandatory 
for young men only.” Mr Ben Dahmane, who was of the opposite opinion, asked if 
the government was going to abandon this option, particularly since “women in the 
armed forces perform a variety of important functions.” Mr Boussema took a middle 
postion, “I agree that women should be enrolled providing that they are assigned 
feminine functions.” Mrs Talbi focused her speech on the need for the participa- 


tion of women in the protection of the country which must be trained in the 
use of arne 
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Negional Ali lanees? 


Mr Dabbabi noted that 4 number of countries in the area Share our peaceful op 
tons, hie 6trengthens peace in the area, Mr Ghabbi noted, in turn, tat ware 
have become offensive and fast, In onder to prevent such a danger, the deputy 

a ted Wal we rely on alliances within the framework of Worth Africa, the Arad 
world, or the Mediterranean and “in accordance with our ideological principles,” 


Let Us Factiltate Procedures and Assign The Regional Services Defense Areas 


Discussing the former item, 4 number of speakers called for easing and simplifying 
the necessary procedures for obtaining 4 @ilitary deferment and the need for such 
deferments in the various areas, In this case decentraligation wil) save the citi- 
eens time and money, Souissi and Tebourbi called for the allocation of land and 
housing facilities belonging to the Ministry of Defense and to private citisens, 


Defense Minister Addresses Assembly 
Tunis LA PRESSE De TUWISTE in French 16 Dee 80 p 4 


\Text) In his answer to the speeches by the deputies, Mr, Slaheddine Baly, sinis- 
ter of national defense, expressed his satisfaction for the interest shown to the 
army and to national defense, 


The minister spoke in Succession on the policy of defense, equipment, military ser- 
vice, the army's participation in development, the problem of women in the army, 
the barracks, and the special eilitary equipment fund, 


Defense Pol icy 


The concept of defense, the minister said, is 4 modern one, calling for total invul- 
nerability on the political, economic, and social levels, 


Current events throught the world have necessitated the concept of 4 defense policy 
aimed at preserving our independence, Such a policy takes into consideration our 
geopolitical situation and our means and the need to defen’ our gins, Therefore, 
we must think in term of global defense and consider obsolete the classical de- 


fense concept. 


The new aspect to be introduced is that the country's defense must be converted into 
a people's action, 


This defense system turns around four axes: 
Civil defense which calls for strengthening the security of various institutions; 


Diplomatic defense which must strengthen the international prestige of Tunisia in 
order to win more friends; 


Boonomic defense, in turn, is tased on two principles, namely: 


The need to take into consideration in the formulation of an economic policy of the 
requirements of nations. defense without pre judicing development; 
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The need to balance economic measures with national defense needs on the consump 
tion and infrastructural levels, 










The military aspect of global defense is based essentially on the conce 
general people's defense which rests on the armed forces, and on people's 
consisting of reserve and volunteer personnel, 





tus 


In discussing the role of the armed forces the minister pointed out that their pur- 
pose is to rebuff 411 foreign attacks and support the law enforcement authorities 
if necessary and again Uf necessary pursue their struggle as guerillas together 
with the people's forces, 






















In times of peace, he specified, it is proper to establish responsibilities and 
continue with the training in accordance with a specific program which will apply 
both to active and reserve servicemen. 


The minister stated that the training provided by the armed forces goes even beyond 
the acquisition of a higher school diploma, 


Furthermore, should new armaments be acquired officers are assigned to the supply- 
ing countries to become thoroughly familiar with the new ordnance. 


Ourrentiy, al) army cadres meet the required level for handling the latest weapons 
purchased by Tunisia. 





On the subject of equipment, the sinister pointed out that it is determined by the 
basic choice, Bver since Tunisia has been independent it has Ly. proud to vote 
for economic and social development. Wevertheless, ite army has not been neglected, 


It nas always been the subject of concern on the part of the chief of state and is, 
therefore, adequately equipped for carrying out ite assignment, the minister said. 
Discussing the problem of diversified suppliers, he emphasised that it was a ques- 
tion of making 4 political and strategic decision, It would be preferable, however, 
to set 4 maximum figure for a number of suppliers whose relations with Tunisia must 
always be good, It should also be pointed out that frequently the arms which are 
purchased are of a quality consistent with Tunisia’s requirements, 


Military Service and Individual Assignments 


In discussing this subject, the sinister said that the view held on defense excludes 
the use of 4 professional arny. Therefore, the legislators have made military ser- 
vice a duty for all citigens regardless of sex, with some exceptions. 


Individual assignments are one of the aspects of silitary service within the frame- 
work of overall defense, the sinister said, pointing out that the motion regarding 
the elimination of such assignments will be subjected to a thorough study. 


In this context the minister discussed the length of military service. 
This length, he stated, cannot be reduced. He considers one year to be a minimum 


for the proper training of the draftee in term of the overall policy of the country 
and of current defense policies, 


Furthermore, from time to time the reserve personne] are recalled to study new 
weapons whenever such have been made available, 


The Army's Participation in Development 


The army, he said, ie not restricted to ite classical role, On the contrary, 4 
number of plans have been implemented with the help of the army, the sinister said, 
citing the example of the development of the Bor) Al Khadra in the extreme south, 
This is the concretised manifestation of the general policy of the country which 
involves 411 citigens in development. 


Women in The Arny 


The minister recalled that currently girls are attending military institutes like 
young men, However, they are assigned to specialised services on the basis of their 
capabilities which, naturally, are different from those of the men. 


Barracks 


On the subject of the distance between tarracks and urban areas, the sinister indi- 
cated that this is based on strategic criteria, However, studies on this matter 
are continuing in order to answer the suggestions formulated by the deputies. 


National Defense Fund 

On this subject the minister recalled that appropristicns for this fund have been 
very modest compared with the needs of the army for equipment. This fund must 
be sufficiently high to enable the armed forces properly to play their assigned 
role, he concluded, 


A vote was called on the draft budget of the Ministry of National Defense which was 
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NATLONAL ASSEMBLY BEGINS CONSIDERATION OF 1981 BUDGET 


Budget Drawn Up 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 16 Dec 80 p 4 


|Text) The National Assembly, meeting yesterday sorning in plenary session at the 
Bardo, was presided over by Dr Sadok Mokaddem and attended by members of the govern- 
ment, headed by Prime Minister Mohamed Meali. The Assembly initiated ite debate on 
the budget for the fiecal year 198). 


Economic Budget 


The Assembly began ite work with 4 reading of the report on the economic budget for 
1961. 


The report ie in two parte. The firet enumerates achievements during the 1980 fie- 
cal year and the second concerns projections for 1981 in the different domains of 
economic and social life. 


With respect to proposals carried out in 1980, the report reviews fields in which 
there has been 4 cleer evolution during the fiscal year. The main sectors described 
by the report include the growth of the GP, foreign trade and financial stability. 
Leese positive results were registered in the fields of investment, training and 

the creation of sources or revenue. 





Regarding the GNP, the report points out that growth wae under estimates: 7.3 per- 
cent compared with an anticipated 8.1 percent. 


The main sectors at the root of thie result are agricult..e and manufacturing indus- 
tries, which had growth rates of 8.6 and 12 percent respectively. 


in addition, the report points up results achieved in the field of foreign trade, 
where there was a substantial reduction in the trade balance deficit (362 million 
dinars compared with 435 million). As for financial stability, the report emphasizes 
the evolution in foreign exchange conditions, an evolution that has had 4 positive 
effect on national savings, whose rate went up to 24.1 percent of the gross national 
income compared with an anticipated 22.4 percent. 


In the fields of investments and employment, the report explains the reasons for the 
difficulties. These reasons include the delay in the completion of sajor industrial 





complexes such a8 the expansion of Bi Pouledh, construction of the sixth cement works 
and the lime manufacturing unite, with respect to tavestments, a reduction in activi- 
ties in the building aad public works sectors, and the halt in emigration, regarding 


employment. 


The second part of the report: projects planned for the 198) fiseal year, first of 
all polate up the need to continue development efforts im order to “achieve the maxi- 
mum objectives set forth within the framework of the Fifth Pian.” Growth of the GNP 
will be on the order of 6.7 percent. Thies growth will make it possible to establish 
an average annual rate of 6.6 percent for the entire Fifth Plana, 


Investments will be on the order of 1,050,000,000 dinare for 1961. The volume will 
make it possible to make up for the delay in thie field and consequently attain 

4,2 billion dinare as anticipated for the Fifth Plan. The report specifies that 
participation of the public sector will be on the order of 56 percent, compared 
with 66 percent, while the private sector will have 4 participation of 44 percent 
compared with 4 percent. 


Concerning foreign trade, the report predicts that the increase in import prices 
will be substantially greater than that of export prices — that ie, 7.3 percent for 
the former and 6.3 pereent for the latter. In thie connection, the report empha- 
sizes the ceed to reduce imports by decreasing consumption so that ite growth will 
not exceed 6.2 percent. 


Regarding financial stability, the report indicates that the savings effort will be 
continued so that the rate, compared with the gross national income, will be main- 
tained at 24.2 percent, a8 was the case for 1980, 


This situation seans that the participation of national savings in the field of 
investments will represent 83 percent, while foreign financing will amount to only 
i) percent. It should be noted that this participation was 75 percent. 


in the field of employment, the report provides for the creation of 47,600 sources of 
income in nonagricultural sectors. This is an increase of 5,000 over 1980. The 
number will bring the overall total of jobs created during the Fifth Plan to 

212,750. In addition, the report states that the aumber of jobs available is still 
insufficient, insofar ae for 1981 alone, there will be $9,000 applications for 

work. 


The report then goes on to outline predictions for 1961 by sector. 

General Report on Current and Capital Budgets 

The general report on the current and equipment budgets for 1981 was then read. 

This report defines objectives assigned for the coming year in the various economic, 
social and cultural sectors and defines paths to be followed in order to achieve 
them, while proceeding to make a comparison between these objectives and the results 
obtained in 1980. 


As part of its estimates, the report indicates that overall consumption would go up 
6.2 percent, investments by 1,050,000,000 dinars and the GNP 6.7 percent in constant 
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dinars, Savings would represent 24.2 percent of the GNP and ite participation in the 
financing of investments was put at 8) percent, 


#ithin the framework of the coming fieeal year, 47,600 jobs will be created in the 
honagricoultural sectors, 


Among the overall objectives to be achieve are 4 reduction in regular expenses, whose 
increase will be limited to 12.4 pereent, an leaprovement in the @anagement of the 
adeinistration and public institutions, with the creation of new banks with substan= 
tial aseete aiding the government to finance productive investments, 


The current budget (Section 1) will tetal 98 eillien dimare. The report states 

that the increase in regular spending will amount to 9,403,000 dinars, ,wetified by! 
the regular increase in interest on the debt (5 @ililion dinars); the evolution in 
collective spending, particularly on behalf of eilitente (3,186 [sic|) dinare and the 
tranefer of 1,217,000 dinare wader Section 2 in order to normalize the situation 

of a certain qumber of government employees. 


Credits proposed to cover the spending of ail public social functions amount to 
308,787,005 dinare (up 9 percent). Economic functions will absorb 68,969,550 
dinate (up 9.5 percent). Credits to cover adminiatrative expenditures will go up 
i2,3 percent and will total 159,063,455 dinars. 





On the sectorial level, all budgets registered substantial increases, with the excep- 
tion of the Ministry of Information, which showed 4 drop of 52,000 dinars. Actually, 
that budget, which was 7.7 sillion dinare in 1980, was reduced to 7,648,000 dinars. 
Credits that would be allocated to the Ministry of National Defense are up 10.6 
percent, those for the Ministry of Justice show an increase of 18.3 percent, while the 
budget of the Ministry of Foreign Affaire will go up 16.4 percent. 


The overall increase, which is 172.4 eillion dinars, will be distributed as follows: 
the administration, 647,000 dinare; interest on the debt, 5 @illion dinars; inter- 
vention of che administration, 8,415,500 dinare; departeents, 52,060,500 dinars; 
misceilaneous, 106,277,000 dinars. 


Under attached budgets, the report indicates that the budget of the PTT (Posts and 
Telecommunications|] will be 44.8 @illion dinare and that of the RTT [Tunisian Radio 
and Television] 6.67 @illion dinars. 


Regular receipts will amount to 93.8 willion dimare (up 22.5 percent), distributed 

as follows: regular increase in receipts, 881 sillion dinars; readjustments rels.i¢ 
to the transfer of certain resources to the regular budget, 17 @illion dinars; and 
new @easures, 40 miliion dinars. 


If one were to leave out new weasures, one would notice that regular receipts are 
distributed as follows: fiscal receipts, 669.5 sillion dinare (up 18.4 percent); 
and othere, 228.5 million dinars (up 14 percent). 


Under the capital budget, drawn up at 547 sillion dinars (up 24.89 percent), the 
report indicates that the domestic contribution to fined credits is estimated at 
467 million dinars, while the rest (80 sillion dinars) will come from outside con- 
tributions. Within this context, the report underlines the reticence manifested by 
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these [riendly couatries which, considering the improvement in the average income 
of Tunisian citieens, no longer grant Tunisia the same easier terms they once did, 


The proposed capital budget was defined as follows: law-program, 403,924,245 
dinare; commitments, 68) eillion dinare; and administration, 574 eillion dinars. 


in the drafting of the capital budget, fuadamental questions were taken into account 
such as the consolidation of the effort aimed at reactivating productive sectors, 
strengthening the baiance in the distribution of credits among sectors directly 
involved in production and those whose production is expected in long-range terms, 
rehabilitation of the financial situation of public enterprises suffering from a 
deficit and the Launching of new projects, 


in addition, the report emphasizes that in 1981, efforte will be aimed at achieving 
the objectives of the Fifth Plan. This year will aleo be one of preparing for the 
Sixth Plan, called the "Plan of Challenges.” 


in conclusion, the report indicates that the 19861 budget clearly expresses a deter~ 
Sination to make the corrections required by the situation, to improve management 
and to achieve the balance needed for a healthy society and in order to take saxioum 
advantage of available geane on dSehalf of the Tunisian people. 


Budget Aime at Growth, Balance 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 16, 17 Dec 60 
|Article by Maarouf | 
[16 Dee 80, p 4) 


|Text) The National Assembly began yesterday to examine the 1981 Budget, debate on 
which is being followed with particular interest by the citizenry because the 1961 
fiecal year closes the gajor phase of the Fifth Plan. At the same time that it 
announces economic activity for the year in question with all its requirements, 
limitations and problems, the 1981 Budget aleo provides a veritable review of 

the results achieved in years past, especially during the 1977-1980 period. 


Consequently, discussion of the 1981 Budget will make it possible to assess the 
situation, draw up the balance sheet for the past 5 years and measure how far the 
country has progressed on the path of development. As it does every year, LA PRESSE 
will aid the reader to understand the strictly technical aspect of certain terms 
through drawings and tables. This method has been tried and tested because even 

the uninitiated can manage, almost effortlessly, to evaluate the results achieved 
from a given point in time. 


in order to better inform the reader, we shall also provide the main lines of the 
Fifth Plan so as to shed light on gaps between estimates and performance and perhaps 
stimulate the effort required in areas that did not measure up to expectations. 


owever, as if there were any need to state the fact, the gain lines of development 
expected in 1981 and the results of 1980 presented by the prime minister to the 
fation’'s deputies now allow one to state that the battle of the Fifth Plan is prac- 
tically won and that Tunisia will meet the challenge resolutely. 
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Evolution of National Savings During Fifth Plan 
(in millions of dinars) 


iow ie the outlook for 19817? What will be the gain lines of economic activity at 
the close of the Fifth Plan’? By the end of next year, will we have completed this 
diffieult phase of the Fifth Plan successfully’ 


'n short, what are the strong points of the economic policy applied over these 
‘ yeare and if need be, what remedies need to be applied’? It would appear that these 
or@ the points on which citizens’ questions concentrate. 


We whall try to answer these questions concisely, reviewing the results of 1980 
and the objectives of 1981, referring, if need be, to the overall objectives set 
forth by the Fifth Plan. 


if one were to evaluate the resulte of 1980 in simple growth terms, one would be 
led to point out a gap — relatively small (8.1 percent) — between estimates and 
performance (7.3 percent). 


However — and this is obvious -- development is not measured by the evolution of 
growth in the GNP. Other factors, other cumulative figures, may by their satisfac- 
tory progress i@prove administration, solve certain development problems, exert 
favorable influence on the economic and financial balance and thereby help to better 
the economic and social environment. 





This was the case in 1980. 


Growth Satisfactory After All 


The 1980 Budget anticipated an 8.l-percent growth rate for the GNP. This estimate 
was based on substantial growth in agriculture (10 percent), fishing (8.1 percent), 
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the manufacturing tadustries (14.7 percent), reasonable expansion of the building 
sector (4.8 percent) and touriem (4.6 percent) and finally, a relaunching of the 
hydrocarbon sector, 


The anticipated growth in 1980 was 7.3 percent. This does not mean that the pre- 
viously cited performance of certain sectors did not meet expectations; on the 
contrary, Agriculture and fishing practically fulfilled their contract (8.6 per- 
cent) and manufacturing industries progressed at a rate of 12 percent. 


However, economic activity in 1980 was marked by a decline in building activity (3.9 
percent compared with 6.2 percent in 1979) and near stagnation in the hydrocarbon 
sector (0.5 percent) and the nonmanufacturing industries (3.8 percent). Thie is 

4 major factor explaining the gap in growth rates. 


Another factor explaine the gap: The vevised growth rate for 1979 was set at only 
6.9 percent, based on data available for the first 10 monthe of the year. As 1979 
had more favorable growth, the rate was then revised to 7.6 percent. 


Consequently, in order to make an objective judgment of growth in 1980, one must 
consider this positive difference registered in 1979. 


In 1980, growth therefore rose 7.3 percent compared with the GNP for 1979. The re- 
evaluation of the growth rate for 1979 therefore largely justifies the 1980 growth 
rate (7.3 percent) which, one could say, is the result of a downward revision rather 
than of poor performance by certain sectors. 


Growth was therefore satisfactory, despite a lower rate of investments than antici- 
pated. 


Investments: 925 Million Dinars 


Estimates in the 1980 Budget were set at 940 million dinars. They were already 
based on a moderation of the investment effort. The slowdown was greater than ex- 
pected, despite the relatively insignificant gap (15 million dinars) registered. 


This gap can nevertheless be be explained by the delay affecting the execution of 
certain major development projects, essentially in the manufacturing industries. 
in particular, one might mention the expansion of iron and steel, completion of 
the sixth cement works and the sugar complex. 


Nevertheless, the manufacturing industries were marked by the vigor that has always 
characterized their performance in previous years. 


However, the slowdown in investments had a direct effect on a sector that has always 
had priority: employment. 


Employment: Stagnation 


Actually, since the beginning of 1980, estimates had pointed to a slowdown in the 
number of jobs created. 








The projection was derived from a realistic view of the situation, which was marked by 
a clear imbalance between the economy's capacity to absorb labor and the increasing 
demand for employment, put at 57,000, 


The e@timate on the number of jobs to be created — 43,000 — was correct. There 
le no gap here. 


But even though performance here is in keeping with budgetary projections, it is 
not adequate, given the increasing demand for jobs. 


In other words, there can be no stagnation in the creation of jobs. Vigorous effort 
ie etill needed, particularly through the expansion of economic sectors involved and 
by providing greater etability of the job earket. 


Deapite the slump in jobs and investment, results for the year are deemed satisfac- 
tory, by virtue of the improved financial stability and foreign trade. 


Exporte: Effort To Be Encouraged 


On this point, one can easily observe a remarkable surge in export activity, #shose 
resulte are cles.ly more favorable than expected. 


Expansion in this sector actually progressed at a high rate (27.7 percent), practi- 
cally doubling estimates (13.7 percent). 


The recovery in this sector is obvious and efforte made in this direction are praise- 
worthy. However, here again, one gust be objective. If exports did enjoy such 
growth, it was largely due to new increases in the prices of oil, phosphates and 
derivatives. 


The economy's dependance on export prices for raw materials therefore exposes us to 
the contingencies characterizing the international environment. 


One oust therefore not give way to euphoria and believe that the evolution in value 
of our exports is firm and lasting. 


On the contrary, the country's export effort must be diversified geographically 
and all energies must be mobilized in order to find new markets and export nev 
products. 


The fact is that for a country like Tumisia, it is always necessary to export more 
so a8 to increase its foreign exchange resources. 


In this connection, the tourist sector is deserving of special praise. 


This sector had an unprecedented performance in 1980, which resulted in the satis- 
factory growth registered in the sector of exports of services (13.3 percent instead 
of the anticipated 11.3 percent). 


In general, the favorable progress of exports resulted in a reduction in the trade 
deficit, which in 1980 was smaller than expecte. (362 million dinars rather than 
435 willion). 
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Growth During Fifth Plan 


As a result of the growth in service exports, the anticipated surplus in the balance 
of services is more substantial (260 million dinars compared with 213 million). This 
result had a favorable effect on the country's financial stability, particularly 

with respect to foreign exchange reserves. 


Financial Balance: Much Better 


Finally, concerning financial stability, the results for 1980 are much better than 
initial estimates, thanks to the excellent performance of savings, on the one hand, 
and the previously mentioned improvement in the terms of trade. 


As in 1977, national savings in 1980 wae 24.1 percent of the GNP. Savings contri- 
buted to 86.5 percent of the financing of investments, compared with an estimated 
77.6 percent. 


In this connection, one might point out that the mobilization of foreign capital 
totaled only 155 million dinars (instead of the estimated 252 million). This capital 
served to cover the deficit in current operations (125 million dinars). As a re- 
sult, for the third consecutive year, foreign exchange reserves experienced an 
increase. For 1980, this increase was 30 million dinars. 





























Evolution in Lnvestments During Fifth Plan 


At the same time, the country's debt was confined to 1.26 billion dinars, compared 
with the estimated 1.33 billion. This represents 36.9 percent of the GNP rather 
than the anticipated 41.8 percent. 





Produce, Export More 


The conclusion to be derived from the performance of the economy in 1980 is simple: 
Despite a slight gap, economic growth clearly improved and the structure of invest- 
ment financing showed a favorable trend thanks to the excellent performance of 
savings. 


However, this does not mean that problems stemming from development are now all 
solved. 


The most complex problem undoubtedly rema. 1s employment, which requires an intelli- 
gent, overall strategy applicable to all areas of economic and social activity. 


The government cannot be considered as solely responsible for the persistence of 
this problem, whose solution will require an intense effort to improve education, 
training and the number of jobs available in the economy. 


Likewise, enterprises and the private sector must contribute more to the achievement 
of a stable employment market through a judicious investment effort and constant 
improvement in production. The initiative which enterprises can take in the field 
of expansion will undeniably help to meet this challenge of the future which the 
employment problem constitutes. 


Moreover, the results for 1980 summon economic elements to achieve greater produc- 


tivity. Tunisia must be more efficient -- that is, produce at a lower cost — while 
retaining the label of quality that remains a guarantee for exports. 
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Greater efficiency therefore means savings in certain areas that will help to in- 
crease income. 


Tunisia @uet also produce more efficiently so as to be competitive on foreign markets 
and consolidate its export effort. 


Achieving the desired balance in foreign trade depends, after all, on our export 
capacity, 


To @ great extent, that export capacity will be determined by our ability to produce 
at lower costs. 


This is the whole secret of progress with respec: to growth as well as our trade with 
other countries. 


By and large, these are the problems chat we must try to solve in 1981, while working 
to consolidate the achievements of past years. 


{17 Dec 80, p 5) 


[Text}) The year marking the conclusion of the Fifth Plan, 1981 is also a year of 
transition that must provide a smooth changeover to the Sixth Plan. This mission 
essentially involves the extra effort which the economy will endeavor to make in 
1981, mainly with regard to growth and investments. 


Growth: Two Hypotheses 


The first estimate places the 1981 growth rate at 6.7 percent (see chart 1 [next 
page|). This estimate, which is somewhat cautious, is based on likely achievements 
expected from each sector. This hypothesis sees agriculture growing at a rate of 
8.6 percent and manufacturing industries developing at a rate of 11.9 percent. (See 
chart 2 [below].) Services will contribute with a growth of 6 percent, closely 
linked to the fluctuations characterizing tourist activity. Finally, the nonmanu- 
facturing industry will have a growth of 4 percent as a result of the foreseeable 
decline in hydrocarbons (down 6 percent). 


However, it is possible to achieve higher growth, whence the second hypothesis 
according to which growth might ‘roach 7.3 percent (achieved in 1980). This 

rate implies, however: a better . ve harvest (150,000 tons) and a better grain 
harvest (13 million quintals); a more vigorous recovery of the building and public 
works sector so that it will achieve a growth rate of 7 percent; and finally, better 
performance of the tourist sector (5 percent). 


If our growth is limited to 6.7 percent, average growth for the 5 years of the plan 
would be 6.6 percent, It would be below (by .9 percent) the plan's objective. 


Achieving the rate of 7.3 percent would make it possible to raise the average rate 
to 6.7 percent. 


Based on both hypotheses, the gap between performance and the planned objective 
(7.5 percent) will therefore be sizable, despite the investment effort. 



































Key: 
1. Growth 1981 
2. By Sector 
3. Fishing, agriculture 
4. Building 
5. Manufacturing Industries 
6. Hydrocarbons 


‘~vestments: 1.05 Billion Dinars 


Estimates drawn up point to a total figure of 1.05 billion dinars (chart 3 [below)). 
lr order to give a clearer idea of the size of the figure, one has but to note that 
it represents two-thirds (2-3) of the total amount budgeted during the Fourth Plan 
(1,579,000,000 dinars). This effort to catch up will first of all make it possible 
to make the entire allocation decided upon for the Fifth Plan, or 4.2 biliion 
dinars. Perhaps this was dictated by a concern for adhering to planned appropria- 
tions. 


Howover, above all, this effort should make it possible to correct the delay affect- 
ing vital sectors such as agriculture and hydrocarbons, strengthen the transport 
sect or and finally, ensure the resumption in investments in the manufacturing indus- 
try °o that it will regain its 1979 level (162 million dinars). 


Looking at investments by sector, one should point out that the share of manufactur- 
ing industries is down (162 million dinars compared with the 273 mfl'ion anticipated). 
Transport and communications seem to be the major beneficiaries of t is revision 
(243.5 million dinars), along with hydrocarbons (118 million) and agriculture 

(153.5 million). (See chart 4 [below].) 
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6. Private sector 

?. Directly productive 
By type 8. National savings 
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. ievestments 1981; Distribution 
By investor 


By origin Poreign capital 


Public sector 


we ww — 


Distribution by investor and type ie aleo godified. Same 56 percent (rather than 
66) of all financing will be from the public sector, while the investment effort 
of the private sector will be greater: 44 percent. With respect to distribution 
by type, the share of projects seems to be 61 rather than 64 percent (see chart 5), 
considering the revision mentioned. 


Finally, the performance of national savings is respectabie, for savings will parti- 
cipate effectively in the financing of investments, despite their strong growth. 
Actually, appropriations for 1981 will be financed to the extent of 83 percent by 
savings, practically eliminating the need to use foreign capital (see charts 5 

and 6). 
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i. Creation of Jobe 1961 4. Other services 
2. Jobs 5. Government agencies, offices 
3. Building 6. Manufacturing industries 


Thies savings effort gust be pursued vigorously during the Sixth Plan. Indeed, it 
remains one of the factors determining the stability sought in the financial 
domain. 


Foreign Trade 


The terms of trade will be less favorable than in 1980. It is anticipated, in fact, 
that in 1961, export prices will increase less rapidiy (6.3 percent) than import 
prices (7.3 percent). 


In addition, estimates in thie area are based on 4 wajor effort to reduce imports 
#0 a8 to reduce their growth to 4 rate under the GIP. This demonstrates the govern- 
ment's determination to discipline domestic consumption, whose growth would amount 
to 6.2 percent in 1981, a rate lower than that of the GHP (6.7 percent). 


Considering this orientation, the balance of payments would be characterized by «a 
commercial deficit of 427 million dinare and an increase of some 7 percent in the 
services surplus (282 million dinars). Regular operations on the whole would there- 
fore show a deficit of 180 willion dinare. 


This result pointe up the country's urgent interest in developing exports. It would 


appear that all efforts (government, public enterprises, private sector) gust revolve 
around thie objective, the key to several problems now facing us. 
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il. Investments 1981 by Sector (in @illions of dinars) 

2. Manufacturing industries 5. Hydrocarbons 

3. Housing 6. Collective Pacilities 
4. Pishing, agriculture ?. Water, housing 


Employment: 47,640 Jobs 


Some 47,640 jobs would be created in 1981 in nonagricultural sectors (see chart 7) 
[preceding page). This estimate, higher (+ 4,640) than performance for 1980, 
should bring the number of jobe created for the yeare of the Fifth Plan to 212,750. 


Obviously, despite the excellent performance of the manufacturing industries 


(95,000 jobs), thie achievement reflects an important gap (24,000) compared with 
estimates, 4 gap particularly noticeable in the building and public works sector. 


Rigorous measures gust therefore be taken in 1981 in order to stimulate this sec- 
tor, whose sustained development could have a favorable impact on the creation of 
jobs, but the problems of employment requires such sore than simple intervention in 
4 given sector. 


That is why the government has announced its determination to rethink the problem 
in the context of an overall strategy that will take all aspects of economic and 
social life into account. 


These are the main lines of economic activity in 1981. They inspire a great deal 
of confidence for the future, insofar as Tunisia has proved in the course of the 
Fifth Plan ite ability to tackle ite development within the framework of ambitious 
objectives that are the pride of its people. But one guest not be deceived: We 
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are etill far from the stage when our economy will saturally give rise te that 
expansion which creates wealth. 


We Tunielane still have the feeling that we have sot overcame or known how to over= 
come probleme whose solution is within reach, probleme such as that of coneumption. 


And yet, it ie in thie preciee area that we can each aake our own contribution 
(government, enterprises, in the home). 


Let us adopt 4 gore soderate pattern of consumption in 198) and the effects will 
soon be seen in savings, investment, prices and jobs. 


Let we therefore try, thie year! 


11,464 
C80: 4400 
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TUNISLA 


PAPER BANNED FOR 6 MONTHS--Tunie, 22 Jan (AFP)=-A new weekly newspaper in Tunisia, 
EL. HABIB, hae been banned for six gonthe, the presse reported here today. The 
paper was accused of publishing “falee news reflecting on the honour of the 
president of the republic (Habib Bourguiba) and that of Arab heads of state and 
diplomatic missions,” the reporte said. The pro-Ielam paper, which appeared this 
week for the second time, said at ite outeet that it would take an “independent 
and objective line.” (Text) [90221943 Parise AFP in English 1929 GT 22 Jan 61) 


CSO: 4420 
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EFFECTS OF HOSTAGE RELEASE ON LRAQ-IRAN WAR DISCUSSED 
Sharjah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 18 Jan 61 p 1 
[Editorial: “After Freeing the Hostages--What Next?) 


[Text] Indications that success is near in the Algerian mediated American-Iranian 
negotiations are gore numerous and stronger than at any previous time. There is 
no doubt that an end to the crisis which has imposed itself heavily on the inter- 
national scene for over 4 year will be followed by general international satie- 
faction. Suwecesse in the discussions will mean that the result will contain a 
humanitarian way out on the one hand, and maintain the righte and interests of 
Iran on the other. 





However, the question which gust be asked, especially in relation to the countries 
and people of the region, is what happens after the hostage are released? In 
other words, are there expected to be positive repercussions on the progress of 
the Iraq-Iran war? A quick investigation into what might happen in this respect 
would lead us to expect the following: 


On the Iranian side we would have to expect an escalation in the war effort for 
several reasons: Iran will be freed of the hostage issue and the political and 
psychological tensions associated with it, which the leadership of Iran has had 
to attend to. Therefore, Iran will be free to concentrate on internal problems, 
foremost of which is the wilitary situation at the front. It will aleo be possible 
for Iran to arrange new contracts for weapons and spare parts. Even if America 
refuses to supply weapons or spare parte to Iran as a part of the settlement of 
the hostage issue, it is likely that the U.S. would not object to other western 
or allied countries furnishing arms to Iran. Likewise, releasing an igportant 
part of Iran's frozen assets in American banke will give Iran greater freedom to 
arrange for the acqusition of weapons from various sources. Besides this, a 
settlement to the hostage crisis will give Iran a larger domain for diplomatic 
maneuvering on the international level, as it acquires gore international support 
for ite interests in the war. Also, the economic embargo will be lifted which 
was igposed on Iran by America, the western nations and Japan because of the 
hostages. All of these factors tip the balance of power in Iran's favor. 


We gust not forget that from the political and ideological standpoints, a settile- 
ment to the hostage crisis will lead to victory for the gost radical faction of 

the Islamic revolution. That faction is the one which supports the use of power 
to confront foreign aggression, and it is the faction which is the gost vehement 
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in ite attacks on the government of Iraq and which calle for settling the war to 
Iran's advantage by military means. 


On the Iraqi side we would have expected a counter-offensive to the military situa- 
tion at the front. tIraq ie fully aware of the repercussions of a settlement of 

the hostage crisis on the political and military decision-making process in Lran 
with respect to the war, It is therefore expected that Iraq will take that initia- 
tive to intensify ite fire power against Iranian forces, in order to avoid giving 
iran an opportunity to catch its breath and reorganize ite plane after the hostage 
crisis ends. We must expect a rapid attempt on Iraq's part to obtain new contracts 
for weapons. Besides, from a political standpoint, the victory of the hard-line 
faction in Iran's leadership will lead to a more severe Iraqi stance toward con- 
ditions for a cease-fire and ite demands from the war. 


What, then, should be of concern to the gulf countries specifically, and the 
Islamic Arab countries generally, as they are about to convene the Islamic summit 
conference in Mecca?’ 


There is an urgent call here that the gulf countries initiate increased, concen- 
trated political and diplomatic efforts to bring about legitimate attempts on the 
parte of Iraq and Iran to establish a cease-fire and to establish negotiations, 
supervised by a third party chosen by Iraq and Iran, to achieve a final settlement 
to the dispute. These countries can play such a role beginning with the Islamic 
summit and thereafter continuing the effort without hesitation or procrastination. 
There is an urgent call for the Islamic summit in Mecca to put the gulf war issue 
at the top of ite agenda, and to give it the attention it deserves. If the con- 
ference does not take effective steps toward settling the dispute, it could at 
least put all of its ideological and political weight behind the gulf countries 
most concerned about this murderous war. Then perhaps it would succeed in attracting 
attentive ears from Tehran and Baghdad. 





cSO: 4802 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


PRESIDENT ON ARAB SUMMIT, YEMENI UNITY, U.S. BASES PLAN 


LD291715 London ASH-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 29 Jan 81 pp 1-2 





[Interview with YAR President Lt Col ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih by Paruq Luqman in 
At-Ta'if--date not given) 


[Excerpts| At-Ta'if--[Question]) What are your impressions of the results of the 
Islamic Summit Conference and what did you expect it to achieve? 


{Answer} This is an important historic conference. Its importance stems from the 
fact that it was convened in the noblest and purest spot on earth--holy Mecca--and 
at a time which coincided with the beginning of the 15th century Hegira. It was 
convened in extremely difficult times from the Arab and international viewpoints. 
We pin great hopes on it for many reasons, foremost of which is Israel's constant 
challenges which culminated in the ruling Likud alliance leader's announcement of 
the annexation of Jerusalem and making it the capital of Israel despite vast inter- 
national condemnation, as well as the challenges that are facing the Muslims and 
Islam in many parts of the world. For these reasons we hope that the conference 
will come out with positive results that will bring good to all the Muslims in 
the world in the light of the historic speech with which King Khalid opened the 
conference meetings. 


[Question] The Kuwaiti newspaper AS-SIYASAH has attributed a statement to YAR 
Deputy Prime Minister Hasan Makki in which he is said to have ignored the Saudi 
role in the implementation of economic development projects in Yemen. What is 
your excellency's opinion on this? 


{Answer} After having read what the newspaper published, I do not see in what 
Dr Hasan Makki said any disregard for the existing cooperation between the Saudi 
Arabian Kingdom and Yemen. However, we must always remember this fact: The 
Yemeni people cannot possibly deny the good deeds done to them by their brothers. 
Particularly the Saudi Arabian Kingdom. 


[Question] What are the obstacles to Yemeni unity you sentioned in your speech 
to the Yemeni ambassadors’? Can these obstacles be surmounted and how? 


[Answer] The obstacles are numerous and they are known to everybody. However, 
through continuous dialogue with the brothers in the southern sector we are seeking 
objectives and studying ways to implement them. The existing division is the 
product of decades of colonialism and inamate rule which consecrated the division. 
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However, by continuing the dialogue we will be able to surmount the difficulties 
atep by step as long as the interests of the Yemeni people are our goal. 


[Question] How far have you gone in your investigation into the assassination 
of local government minister Lt Col Muhammad Khamia? 


[Anewer) The investigations are continuing and the results will be announced in 
due course. 


[Question] How do you view U.S. President Reagan's call for the establishment 
of military bases in the area to confront Soviet expansion? 


[Anewer] The big powers must not scare us with each other and at our expense. 
We in the YAR have a firm policy=--the need to keep the Red Sea, the Indian Ocean 
and the Arab Gulf areas free of any foreign military presence. 


[Question] There are 2 million Yemeni expatriates and most of them are highly 
qualified craftemen and professionals. Ought they, or at least some of them, 
not to be asked to return to their homeland, to serve and develop the country? 


[Answer] The homeland welcomes all its citizens. The doors are open to everyone 
wishing to contribute to the development and construction of his country. 


CSO: 4802 








YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


PROBLEMS OF JUDICIARY SYSTEM, COMPLAINTS OF JUDGES AIRED 
San'a AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 23 Dec 80 p § 


Article by Majdi al-Daqqaq: “Concerns and Issues of the Citizens Presented to Our 
rother the Justice Minister: Some Courts Have Not Risen to a Responsible Level” 


(Text/ in a detailed report it issued in November 1979, the Ministry of Justice set 
out a plan for comprehensive judiciary reform. The report described conditions in 
the judiciary and the ministry and presented a comprehensive view of problems of jus- 
tice and solutions to them. Although the ministry has taken considerable strides in 
the field of reforming its internal conditions, negative features and problems stil! 
continue to rise to the surface of judiciary activity and obstruct the embodiment of 
true notions of justice. That became apparent after the newspaper became a rallying- 
point for citizens complaining about procrastination in judiciary dealings and the 
failure to examine cases rapidly; in addition, we get letters, and they all revolve 
about the contradiction in certain provisions and the lengthy period of adjudication. 


Therefore we had no recourse but to go to the Ministry of Justice and present these 
issues and grievances to its top official, our brother Muhsin al-'Alfi, the minister 
of justice. 


On our way to the ministry we brought some of these issues with us, and along with 
them these queries went about in our mind: 


What is the real problem of justice in our country? 


What stand does the executive body, represented by the ministry, take regarding judi- 
clary violations which occur? 


Is the problem the fact that the judiciary suffers from special problems, or what? 


These questions were the focus of our meeting with our brother the minister of justice, 
Muhsin al-‘Alfi. 


Two Issues 


At the start, we presented the documents on two of several issues we brought, as an 
example of the citizens’ queries and the paper's investigation. The first issue was 
related to judiciary contradictions. One judge in one area issued a verdict on be- 
half of one citizen, and after a short period the same judge issued a verdict con- 
tradicting the contents of the first one: 
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The second was that a citizen received 57 orders and verdicts from the competent 
authorities on the restoration of his rights; even though 8 years had elapsed since 
the issuance of these orders, he had not yet received his rights, and none of the 
competent bodies had yet carried out the verdicts: 


Our brother the minister promised us that he would investigate these two cases. The 
next day we meet with our brother the minister in his office, reading two reports on 
these two cases. Our brother the minister requested a meeting with the people whom 
they concerned, 


After * we presented him with the citizens’ judictary and juridical concerns in 
general. 


A Healthy Phenomenon 
There are copies of the judiciary disputes, including, for example : 
The issuance of contradictory judiciary decrees or verdicts. 


The start of a new dispute on cases which had previously had judgment rendered on 
them. 


We presented those to our brother Muhsin al-'Alfi, the minister of justice, in the 
desire to learn what his comments on them were, wondering what measures would guaran- 
tee that they were resolved and controlled. He replied by saying, 


"The fact is that the inspiration for what is raised, what the citizens complaints 
are centered on, or what journalists and people in the media ask about wight be a 
mental reconstruction of the general state of the judiciary over past years. In any 
case, this phenomenon is healthy, helps to correct the course of judiciary activity, 
and prompts us to take further steps toward development, reform and confrontation of 
this responsibility with some care and attention. 


"As for reviewing matters which the question expressed regarding judiciary violations, 
I will address myself to them in some detail, as follows: 


"First: 


"The Judicial Powers Law spells out the basic rights and obligations of members of 

the judiciary and states the things they are forbidden to do. The executive laws have 
also granted the bodies of the courts and their judges numerous tasks in reviewing 
cases and ruling on particulars. However, the powers for that are not absolute. Ra- 
ther, they are restricted by virtue of Islamic and canon law so that the scale of jus- 
tice among the people may be balanced and judicial decisions and provisions of Islamic 
law may be issued in accordance with the doctrine of the law and the laws in effect. 


Therefore, any violation or error which might occur in the issuance of verdicts or 
judiciary decrees will be subject to the conduct of a judiciary investigation by the 
judiciary body competent to investigate judges and their acts, and the conduct and 
competence of the judge wil) ultimately be determined in the light of the investiga- 
tion reports. At that point, he may be deprived of certain rights and privileges, 








and may be summoned for disciplinary interrogation if that is appropriate. 
"Second: 


As regards ways of guaranteeing that errors which might sully the judiciary and judi- 
clary decrees are rectified, it is well known that the law has clearly specified these 
methods, through contestation under appeal and through contestation under reversal. 
There a)So0 are petitions for review, All of these methods have rules, provisions, 
deadlines, and procedures as organized by law. 


»J. The preliminary verdicts issued by the first class court are eligible for ap- 
peal before the appeals court situated in provincial capitals if they are contested 
within the legal appeal period. Through this method, it is possible to correct any 
error which might occur in preliminary verdicts or judiciary decrees. The person 
concerned has only to apply for tht: legal right which is provided for him and use 
it within the stipulated period, and he will find a sound solution to any error in 
preliminary verdicts. The powers of appeals courts are very broad. They possess 
the right to abrogate preliminary verdicts, amend them, or support them if they are 
proper. They also have the power to rectify erroneous procedures and correct them, 
along with other powers. 


"One should bear in mind that the appeal capability of preliminary courts of appeal 
does not entail a review of contestations of verdicts in a sealed ivory tower; rather, 
their correct semantic and legal notion is the appeal of disputes within the limits 

of the contestations presented. These are reviewed in open sessions in the presence 
of the parties to the dispute, through which rendering of judgment on the contesta- 
tions, the contestants’ applications and their documents are dealt with in the verdict 
then also issued at the open session. In our opinion, understanding of these matters 
by the persons involved and their cooperation with the judiciary authorities, in ad- 
dition to the interest of the appeals courts, will bring about justice and equity in 
complete form. 


"2. Similarly, the law gives the people concerned the opportunity to contest verdicts 
in other than an ordinary manner (by appeal), that is, the method of contestation un- 
der reversal before the higher court of cassation. However, this is different from 
contestation through appeal, because it takes place only in specific cases which the 
law stipulates, inciuding, for example, cases when a final verdict is issued on two 
suits in which the contestants, the issue and the cause are combined. Contestation 

in this manner achieves the elimination of contradictions by determining the verdict 
which must be applied, and all the courts commit themselves to it. 


"There is also what is known as ‘petition for review.’ If the causes for that exist, 
the person is delegated to request that from the competent court which issued the ver- 
dict so that it may rectify matters which may have been wrong or unknown to the court 
at the time the verdict wes issued. We still review this on answering what is stated 
‘to the effect that the courts open up disputes on matters which have been ruled on 
for the sake of comparison and clarification. 


"Third: 


"As regards statements made on opening new disputes on matters on which judgment had 
previously been given, you say that this situation originates with the parties to the 





di.,pute themselves, a failure to understand the law, or the fact that Islamic law 
attorneys portray matters to judiciary authorities other than as they are. In my 

op nion, the persons concerned can provide a rebuttal in the first application before 
the courts ‘that the case not be reviewed because judgment has already been rendered 
on it.' Here the court will have to take the initiative of —t the rebutal 
first, before’ proceeding with the case; if this rebuttal is valid, it will issue a 
decisive decree on accepting the case. 


"However, those who raise the question must not lose sight of the fact that there is 
something in the law which is called ‘a petition,’ in specific, limited cases such as 
the existence of a new document which has a direct effect on the case being judged, 

the fact that one party to the dispute was not properly represented in previous trials, 
or the fact that the issuance of the verdict was in response to a stipulation in cases 
where the stipulation was not, warranted. If a person applies for such a petition, the 
court cannot refrain from investigating and reviewing it. However, it is restricted 

to the cases stipulated in the law and is bound to look into it in two stages: 


"First, to review the petition itself before entering into a review of the subject. 

At the end of the process, it may happen that a specific conclusion does not corres- 
pond with the conclusion the first verdict contains because new evidence and new facts 
exist. 


"This matter, that is, the petition and the conclusions arising from it, if used in a 
proper fashion as we mentioned above, will not in any case mean a violation of the law; 
rather, it will mean the correction of erroneous conditions which occurred through the 
actions of the contesting parties or through a deficiency in arguments and evidence, 
since, if the court had known of them at the time, the conclusion in the earlier court 
would have been sound and lacking blemishes of error." 


Reasons for the Drawing out of Cases 


After his conversation had covered important aspects which had been the object of the 
questions, and after he had described sound methods for correcting the verdicts and 
defined the judges; investigation and interrogation on methods, we asked our brother 
Muhsin al-'‘Alfi, the minister of justice, about the reasons why cases presented to 
the courts dragged out, and he answered by saying, 


"The fact is that source for drawing out cases may be the parties to the dispute them- 
selves. This is because they do not stop at limits in their applications and their 
dispute, because of their passions, touchy feelings and vindictiveness. Some Islamic 
lawyers may also play a role in prompting contesting parties to draw matters out, and 
it is not to be ruled out that some courts have not risen to a level of responsibility 
in exercising their specialized duties of evaluating the applications of the adver- 
saries, organizing the course of cases, committing themselves to dates, and failing 

to repeat postponements. However, we have not been unmindful of this aspect. We 

have started to set forth the steps necessary for reform, and these are embodied in 
the fol lowing: 


"1. Reviewing Islamic lawyers and showing attention to regulating the lawyers’ pro- 
fession, so that only persons competent in Islamic and canon law will practice it - 
people who are characterized by virtuous qualities such as truthfulness and respect 
for truth and justice. 








"2. Issuing the general decrees and publications and periodical books of courts with 
the objective of dealing with some obsolete methods and conditions, directing the 
courts to exercise care in applying juridical legislation and committing themselves 
to rules on the judicial fields of competence of the courts and the Statute on Issu- 
ing Verdicts and Judicial Decrees, determining the format required for verdicts ina 
manner consonant with the articles of the law so that it will be ‘the title of the 
truth,’ as is said, and not a repititious file of cases, along with other measures 
to improve judiciary activities.” 


Attention to Judges 


Through our reading of certain cases and verdicts, we have observed that the judges 
are suffering from problems which compel them not to commit themselves to legal 
stipulations. We presented this observation to our brother the minister, inquiring 
whether special attention was given to judges, and he said, 


"As regards the second half of the question, I can say that the political and govern- 
ment leadership, under the leadership of the president and commander, Col ‘Ali “Abdal- 
lah Salih, is exerting every effort to raise the level of the judiciary and the jud- 
ges. One of the most significant things being achieved in this regard is the reliance 
on a special staff of people in the judiciary as well as other rights and privileges 
stipulated in the Law on Judiciary Powers. 


"As to your observation about problems in the way of their judiciary activities, there 
is no doubt that the judiciary trusteeship is a great responsibility which is accom- 
panied by a kind of difficulty and suffering. While we state that this is the common 
denominator in all judicial systems, the judiciary in our country faces problems of a 
special kind, as a result of the backwardness inherited from the era which has been 
eliminated and delays in the process of reforming the judiciary system for a number 
of years. Among these obstacles are a deterioration in the level of competence among 
clerks aiding the judges in courts, the fact that the courts lack bailiffs to pre- 
serve security and order, and lastly the lack of specialized staffs needed to occupy 
the judiciary positions and meet existing gaps in the court regions.” 
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